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HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS _ 


GEORGE AUGUSTUS, 
PRINCE OY WALES. 


HE diſtinguiſhed honour to be 
| thought worthy the notice of 
royalty, tranſcends my moſt ambitious 
hopes; and adds, if poſſible, to my re- 

ſpect and duty. e 


HuMANITY is the characteriſtick of 
the Royal Houſe of Brunſwick. And 
as it was my happineſs, it ftill is my 
boaſt, that I have been. honoured with 
the favour of your Royal Grandfather 
and his illuſtrious Confort.—How then 
mult my heart be elated at being like- 
wiſe honoured by the patronage of the 
moſt diſtinguiſhed of our gracious Sove- 
reign's progeny. 


I Am at a loſs to expreſs my ſenſibi- 
lity at your Royal Highneſs's conde- 
ſcenſion in accepting of this addreſs, 

after hearing that I was favoured with 
[7 Ag: your 


vi AB DR 28 5. 

your noble preceptor's permiſſion to 
lay my poor work at his feet. —But li- 
beral feelings are implanted in your 
bolom; which ſhew that you inherit 


the virtues of your Royal Parents. 


As words are too poor to expreſs my 
_ gratitude for this high honour, I ſhall 

beg leave to add, that this diſtinguiſh- 
ed mark of your Royal Highnels's 
goodnels has made me the happieſt of 
women; and I ſhall ever remain, with 
the profoundeſt reſpet,- © 


_ 


Your. ROYAL HieRHN ESS - • 
Moſt obedient. 
and ever obliged, 


. J 
humble ſervant, 
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HIS GR AE 


THE DUKE OF MONTAGUE. 


r „ 
IT a mind that overflows with 
gratitude, I ſolicited the ho- 

nour of laying this Work at your feet 
and the happineſs of being thought 
1 55 Grace of Montague's 
patronage, is too flattering not to excite 
in me a wiſh to make it known. But 
in attempting to addreſs you, I find 
myſelf, like Fe unequal to the 
talk, and juſtly puniſhed for my pre- 


* 2 


ſumption. 


To addreſs your Grace in terms be- 
fitting the occaſion, would require the 
maſterly pen of a DRYDEN. And even 
that would prove inadequate, were it 
not actuated by a heart impreſſed with 
the gratitude, admiration, and reſpect, 


which mine glows with. You, my 


Lord, who are bleſt with the ſentiments 
of a Titus, and who were born to 


make the wretched happy, will, I flat- 


"* 4 ter 


viii DEDICATION. 
ter myſelf, forgive the ambition which 
prompted me to requeſt this honour. 


"Wutn I firſt had the happineſs of 
being noticed by your noble conſort, 


my youthful heart was elated with 


tranſport; as the being honoured with 
the approbation of a lady of the moſt 
refined | 
judgment, every mental accompliſh- 
ment, together with every virtue, con- 
vinced me that I was not totally unde- 
ſerving of it. From this epocha I date 


my theatrical advancement. The ſuc- 


_ ceſs I met with, I was greatly indebted 
to her Ladyſhip's patronage for. She 
ſtamped the effigy which made me ap- 
pear ſterling. F 


Bur it is not in my power to enu- 
merate the favours I have received 
from your Graee's family. Particular- 


ly from Lord Brudenell, of whom I 


have often ſpoken with gratitude in the 


« 


courſe of my *Apology.” The number- 


leſs maks. of approbation I have been 


honoured with by ſuch diſtinguiſhed 


characters, gives me a merit with my- 


ſelf; and I cannot efteem myſelf un- 


happy. 


A 


taſte, the moſt diſtinguiſhed | 
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happy, EVER in DY: diſtreſs, 38 it has 
procured me the honoliref your Grace's 


notice. $2075 


Tus many tokens I have received of 
your munificenge were doubly enhan- 
ced by the worth of the glevated giver: 
whole yirtues ennoble all titles. The 
Earl of Cardigan could receive no addi- 


tion to, bis honours from a dueal co- 
Fronet. Permit me, my Lord, to unite 


my prayers with the numerous indi- 


gents whe are daily fed by your boun- 


ty, and who lift up their hearts to 
bleſs you.— Long, long may your Grace 
be happy in the eſteem of your royal 
maſter - be revered by your illuſtrious 
pupil be admired. by the good — and 


adored by the unfortunate and may 


your amiable, progeny. for ages ſhew 


_ themſelves worthy, of luch a fire. 


Tux ſenſations of gratitude with 


which my boſom glaws, are too great 


for language to expreſs. And this laſt 
bonour you have conferred upon me, 


in permitting me thus publicly to ad- 
dreſs you, expands my heart with plea- 
ſure; as it aſſures me of your Grace's 


4 5 5 I” = 


Ix I am fortunate enough to afford 
ſome entertainment, by the peruſal of 
the following pages, to the perſon I 
moſt reſpect on earth, it will give me 
inexpreſſible ſatisfaction. The unhap- 
py lite I lay before your Grace, has no 
other merit than the truth of the facts 
which are therein recited: I have not 
the preſumption to impoſe myſelf as 
an authoreſs: nor ſhould 1 ever have 
attempted to appear in print, had I not 
been ſtimulated by repeated calumnies, 
which have been heaped upon me, and 
which would not ſuffer me to reſt, even 
in indigence and obſcurity.” 


Coup I have publiſhed the letter 
annexed to my © Apology,” as I pro- 
poſed, ſome years ago, I flatter myſelf 
1 thould have appeared in a more 
eligible point of view than I have 
done. My errors, whatever they have 
been, will, I hope, be viewed with 
lenity, and my misfortunes be pitied 
by your Grace; who; though ſpotleſs 
_ wour/elf, poſſeſs a heart, which feels 
compaſhon for the faulty, and a ſoul 
_ torelieve their diſtreſſ¶ee. 


we d 


FROM 


DEDICATION. xi 


Fou my earlieſt days have I been 


taught to look up to your Grace as a 
being of a ſuperior nature to the moſt 
elevated race of mortals. Long be- 
fore I could ſuppoſe I ſhould be ſo 


eminently honoured with your bounty, 


have I held you in this diſtinguiſhed 


eſtimation. And often have I heard the 


noble Lord that adopted me, declare, 


that his Grace of Montague was one 
of the wiltieſt men breathing, but his 


{ſon-in-law the beſt. 9 


I ACXNOWLEDGE that I can only 


boaſt of one claim to your Graces 


favour, and that is founded on my 


ſincerity ; which has been an inmate _ 


in my boſom from my cradle. And 
with this aſſurance I flatter, myſelf your 


Grace will do me the honour to be- 
lieve, that I have neither aggravated. 
my injuries, nor attempted. to exte-- 
nuate my faults, 


Hap I the power to-expreſs my ſen- 
ſibility for the many favours beſtowed; 
upon me, I would attempt to convey. 
to your Grace my public acknowledge- 

| PO” ments.;. 


xii DEDICATION. 


ments; but I humbly truſt you will 
accept the tribute of a grateful heart, 
which, whilſt it beats, will be, with 
the profoundeſt reſpecet , 


— 


Your GRACE's, 


— 


: Moſt humble, 152 


+ 


* 


moſt obliged, 
and moſt obedient ſervant, 


G. A. BELLAM 
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A „ 4 
MRS. BELLAMY TO THE Es MISS — 


| | London, Sep 20, 2— 
MADAM, 
N compliance with the (olicitaricali * 
yourſelf and many other friends; and at 
the ſame time to reſcue my character from 
the numerous falſhaods which have been in- 
duſtriouſly propagated againſt it; I fit down 
to begin an Apology for my life. Cenſurable 
I know my conduct has been, in many re- 
ſpefts; I cannot however ſuppreſs the wiſh 
(for a wiſh naturally will ariſe in the mind, 
even of the moſt faulty) to exculpate myſelf 
from thoſe. cenſures which have no foundation 
in truth. | 

A review of: many of the ages I bave 
gone through, and of the imprudences 1 


have 
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2 THE LTF EOF 


have committed, cannot fail of giving me 
pain; but as you have frequently expreſſed 
a deſire to be informed of the minuteſt cir- 
cumſtances of my life, 1 will endeavour to 
recall to my memory every tranſaction worth 
recording, and lay them before you in a 
Series of Letters, continued as time and op- 
portunity ſhall ſerve. -By your means, the 
extenuations which occur may be diffuſed 
through that circle whoſe good opinion 1 
am anxious to regain; and paving t thus col- 
jected them for your inſpection, I at ſome 
future period intend to lay them before 


the public. Happy ſhall I be, if the recapi- 
tulation of my errors and misfortunes ſhould 


prove a beacon to warn the young and thought- 
teſs of my own ſex from the ſyren ſhore of 
vanity, diſſipation, and illicit pleaſures, of 


which remorſe and miſery, as 1 too fenhbly 


N are the ſure attendants. 

I will hope from your nn that 
abe prolixity unavoidable in the relation of 
ſuch a number of events will not prove 
-tirefome and diſguſting to you. At the ſame 
time I'muſt entreat that you will not examine 
this produttion of my pen with too critical: 
an eye. The lenient hand of time has not 


yet been able to reſtore to my boſom that 


ſweet tranquillity, which the unfortunate 
events of my life, and the corroding ro- 
flections reſulting from my miſconduR, 
have baniſhed from it. Truſting, however, 


6: A. BEL Lr. "= 
to your goodneſs, I vill now enter on my 
hiſtory. _ 5 
- Though I ſhall not, as a celebrated author 
has done, write volumes before I bring my- 
ſelf into being, vet as I have reaſon to 
believe the calamities of my life originated 
from events which happened long before I 
was born, it will be neceſſary to recapitu- 
late many circumſtances relative to my fa- 
mily, which had their exiſtence prior to that 
period. The writer of a wretched produc- 
tion, publiſhed in the year 1761, having, 
among innumerable falſhoods concerning 
myfelf, preſumed to mention my mother in 
terms of diſreſpet, I think it a duty incum- 
bent on me to endeavour to reſcue her 
memory from imputations ſhe'by no means 
deſerves. This, conſequently, renders it 
likewiſe needful to commence my narrative 
from the æra of her birt n 
My mother was the daughter of an emi- 
nent farmer at Maidſtone, in Kent, whoſe 
name was Seal. He was one of the people 
called Quakers; and from the produce of 
his hop-grounds, which were very extenſive, 
arrived at length to ſuch a degree of opu- 
lence, as to be enabled to purchaſe an eſtate 

near Tunbridge-Wells, called Mount Sion. 
For ſome years he enjoyed in comfort the 
fruits of his induſtry; but happening, one 
evening during the autumn, to continue too 
late in his grounds, he caught a cold, which 
e 9 bringing 
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4 | BME: LETTER Or 
83 on a fever, in a few days put a period 
to his exiſtence. 


Though my grandfather, during his life, 
was remarkably active, and mindful of every 


notion, too common among perſons of pro- 
perty, or from an unaecountabl 
upon this oceaſion, he could not be pre- 
vailed upon to make à vill; ſo that the 
whole of his effects fell into the hands of his 


wife, de any proviſion being regularly 


made for my mother, who was now about 

four years old. Aut 
My grandmother n was both young 

and beautiful, binding | herſelf thus left a 


widow with only one "child, and poſſeſſed of 


an independent fortune, thought there was 


no Oceaſion for her to carry on the exten- 


ſive concerns of her late huſband, which 


would be attended, vith great care and fa- 


tigue. . She therefore [diſpoſed of all the 


property at Maidſtone, and removed to Tun- 
bridge - Wells; -and | having furniſhed her 


houſes there in an elegant manner, let them, 


Huring the ſeaſon, to perſons. of the Grſt dif 


tintyon, 

She was no ſacner: ſettled 10 5 Pkg ow 
place of reſidence, than her beauty and for- 
zune atiracted the attention of all the un- 
married young men in the nejghbourhogd, 


e of thoſe who profeſſed the ſame 
| 10 4 | religious | 


to the welfare of himſelf 
and family; yet, 70 from a miſtaken 
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religious principles. She, however, wich- 
Z ſtood all their attacks for upwards of two 
years. But at length, unfortunately for her- 
lelf and her daughter, ſhe gave her hand to 
a perſon of the name of Buſby. Mr. Buſby 
vas a builder. of ſome eminence, and conſi- 
dered by the world as a man in affluent cir- 
| cumſtances ; and ſo high an opinion had my 
* grandmother. formed of his honour and in- 
x tegrity, during his courtſhip, that ſhe im- 
prudently married him, without reſerving to 
X herſelf, or child, by any written agreement, 
the leaſt part of ber fortune. She received 
from him, indeed, the molt ſolemn aſſurances 
that they ſhould both be liberally provided 
for; but ſhe too ſoon had reaſon to repent of 
her want of prudenee. 5 


. « 


Among the perſons; of quality who occu- 
pied occaſionally my grandmather's houſes, 
was the Honourable Mrs. Godfrey, Miſtreſs 
of the Jewel-Office, and ſiſter to the great 
Duke of Marlborough. With this lady a 
daughter of Mr. Buſby's, by a former mar- 
riage, lived as her awn attendant; and ſo 
great an eſteem had ſhe contratted, during 
ber reſidence at Tunhridge, for my grand- 
mother, and fondneſs for my motber, that 
he offered to bring up the latter, and to have 
her educatedi1n every reſpedt the ſame as her 
ovn dayghter, Mif. Godfrey. My grand- 
mother, however, having at this time na 
reaſon to doubt but that her child was amply 
F . provided 
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provided for, politely declined the offer, but 
agreed, that upon Mrs. Godlfrey's return 
.to town for the winter, ſhe ſhould accom- 
pany, and ſpend three or four months with 
. A 4+ 

That foafon being now come, Mo. God- 
ey ſet out ſor London; and, upon her arri- 
ll heard that her noble brother was given 
over by his phyſicians. But having been 
for ſome time at variance with the dutcheſs, 
on account of her expoſing, though reduced 


to a ſtate of ſecond childhood, the man 


who had rendered ' himſelf ſo famous; an 
imprudence which deſerved 1 gave offence oh 
to Mrs. Godfrey; ſhe had not the ſatis- 
faction of ſeeing him before he died. Here 
1 muſt add, that the Dutcheſs of Marlbo- 
rough, much to her diſcredit, uſed to take MW 
the duke with her in the coach, whenever 

ſhe went abroad, even upon the moſt tri- 
vial "occaſions; exhibiting as à public ſpec- 
tacle, the hero who had lately kept nations 


in awe, and whoſe talents in the cabinet 


were equal to his valour and military know- 
ledge in the field. — Good heavens! ſuch 
4 run muſt ſurely have excited the moſt | 
ode” grief in the moſt unfeeling breaſt. 
Mrs. Godfrey was prevented, by this diſ- 
agreement from paying a viſit herſelf at } 
Marlborough-Houſe, to condole with her 
en lay on e 19 cheir emily and the 
| nation 


S — 


companied by her to ſee the remains of the 
Duke lie in ſtate. 6 | TOY, 
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nation had ſuſtained. Having, however, an 
inclination to know how things were conduct- 
ed there, ſhe ſent her woman, Mr. Buſby's 
daughter, to make what inquiries ſhe could: 
and the latter, overcome by the importunities 


of her little ſtep-ſiſter, who had attended 


Mrs. Godfrey to town as propoſed, was ac- 


When they arrived at the gate of Marlbo- 


rough - Houſe they found it open, but, to their 
= infinite ſurpriſe, met not a living creature 
during their paſſage to the room in which the 
body was depoſited. So totally was this in- 

1 comparable man neglected in the laſt ſtage of 


his mortal exhibition, that not a ſingle attend- 
ant, or one glimmering taper, remained about 
him as tokens of reſpettful attention. My 


mother and her companion were obliged to 


the day- light alone for the faint view they 
obtained of the funeral decorations. 


7 © 
5 


The melancholy and diſreſpectful ſcene ſne 
had juſt been witneſs to, was no ſooner de- 
feribed to Mrs. Godfrey by her woman, than 


it had ſuch an effect upon her as to occaſion 


a long and ſevere illneſs; which at length _ 


reduced her to ſuch a ſtate, that had ſhe ex- 
perienced the ſame negleAful treatment her 
brother had done, ſhe muſt have been buried 


it that 


alive. For one Sunday, fancying herſelf 
better than ſhe had been for ſome time, and 
able to go to chapel; as ſhe was dreſſing for 


— 


8 —— v7: - 


that purpoſe, ſhe ſuddenly fell down to all 
Enos lead. « 

The ſcreams of her woman and my mother 
brought Colonel Godfrey into the room ; who, 
having probably ſeen inſtances of perſons 
remaining in a {tate of inſenſibility for a con- 
fiderable time, and afterwards recovering, 
directed that his lady ſhould be immediately 
put into bed, and that two perſons ſhould con- 
ſtantly continue with her, till indubitable 
ſymptoms appeared of her deceaſe. The 
conſequences proved, with how much: judg - 
ment the Colonel had acted. Notwithſtand- 
ing the opinion of the phyſicians, who all 
declared that the breath of life was irrecover- 
ably departed ; and in oppoſition to the ſoli · 
citations of his friends to have the body inter- 
red, he continued reſolute in his eee 
till the Sunday following ; when, exaRily. at 
r =" — 
pened, ligns appeared of returning 1 
So was nature in her operations upon 
this. 'fingular occaſion, - that Mrs. Godfrey 
awoke from her trance juſt as the chapel- bell 
was onee more ringing; which ſo perfectly 
eradicated from her memory every trace of 
her inſenſibility, that ſhe blamed her attend- 
ants for not awaking her in time to go ta- 
church, as ſhe had propoſed to do. Colonel 
Godfrey, whole tenderneſs to his lady Was 
unremitted, taking advantage of this incident, 

e gave orders that ſne ſhould by no 
means 


means be made acquainted with what had 
happened, left it ſhould make a melancholy 


ſſion on her mind. And 1 believe to the 


impre 
3 day of her death ſhe remained ignorant of it. 


Had I not heard the foregoing ſtory fre- 
quently repeated by my mother, I own I ſhould 


have had ſome doubt be the credibility of it, 
ds it is of ſo extraordinary a nature; but as 
I could depend upon her veracity, I can take 
upon me to aſſure you of the truth of it. 
What a dreadful ſituation muſt the poor lady 


have been in, but for her huſband's reſolu- 


tion! I ſhudder at the very thought of it; 
as I doubt not but you alſo il 

gare reading the account. I ſhall th 
take the opportunity of concluding my letter; 
and am, with aſſurances of the moſt perfe& 
= gratitude and reſpect, 3. 76-2019 


efore 


I 


Ma DAM, 
Your obli * and obedient men. 


8. A. B. 
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MADAM, _ | C 
SHALL now return to ruthe concerns 1 5 
my own family.—In a ſhort time after 
the foregoing incident happened, my grand- 
mother found, to her inexpreſſible concern, 
that 


10 „„ 


that ſhe had united herſelf to a perſon who had 
greatly deceived her with reſpect to his cir- 
cumſtances. Inſtead of Mr. Buſby's being 
poſſeſſed of the property the world ſuppoſed he 
had, he was ſo greatly involved in debt, that 
all my grandmother's effects were ſeized by his 
creditors. So that not having taken the neceſ- 
fary precautions to ſecure a maintenance for 
herſelf and daughter, before her marriage, ſhe 


was now left deſtitute of every means of ſupport. 


This reverſe of fortune induced her to ac- 


cept with thankfulneſs of the [generous offer 
Mrs. Godfrey had lately made her; and. ſhe ' 


eſteemed herſelf happy in finding. ſo reſpect- 
able an aſylum for. her child. But however 
flattering the proſpett at that time appeared, 
from this period have I too much reaſon to 
date the commencement of my mother's mis- 


fortunes, and conſequently of my own ; for 


being now removed from under the parental 
eye of my grandmother, ſhe became liable to 
all the arts and temptations youth and beauty 
are continually expoſed to. „„ 

As ſoon as Mrs. Godfrey received my 
grandmother's permiſſion, ſhe placed my mo- 


ther at a boarding-ſchool in Queen's- Square, 
Where her own daughter was educated; and 


„ 


here ſhe remained till ſne arrived at the age 


of fourteen, vhen ſhe unfortunately attradted 
"the notice of Lord Tyrawley. This noble- 
man, who was in the bloom of life, and as 
celebrated for his | gallantry as for his wit, 
5 courage, 


* 
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courage, and other accompliſhments, meetin 

accidentally with my mother, whilſt ſhe was 
upon a viſit, was ſtruck with her beauty, and 
was determined if poſſible to gain poſſeſſion 
ol it. And as my mother on her part was 
| equally captivated with his aſſiduous addreſſes, 
and found her vanity gratified by receiving 
the devoirs of a perſon of his conſequence ; 
it is no wonder that, young and inexperi- 
XZ enced as ſhe was, his lordſhip at length ſuc- 
X ceeded in his deſigns. Her heart ſoon yield- 
ing to the ſoft impulſe, there needed not many 
dentreaties to induce her to elope from ſchool. 
She accordingly ſeized the firſt: favourable 
opportunity, and leaving the protection of 
ber kind patroneſs, ſought for happineſs in the 
arms of her lover. 01% 1 be 


Lord Tyrawley having been ſo far ſucceſs- 


ful, he carried his fair prize to his on apart- 
= ments in Somerſet-Houſe, where ſhe was 
treated with the ſame reſpett as if ſhe had 
really been Lady Tyrawley. This honour he 


had frequently promiſed before her elope- 


ment to confer upon her, and he {till conti- 


nued to aſſure her that he would fulfil his en- 
gagements. Lulled therefore into ſecurity by 


theſe promiſes, by her own affection, and by 
bis increaſing fondneſs, ſhe aſſumed his lord- 


ſhip's name, and vainly imagined herſelf to 


be as truly his wife as if the nuptial knot had 
been indiflolubly tie. 1 
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And in this pleafing delirium, enhanced by | 1 
all the ſplendour of nobility, my mother lived 
for ſeveral months. But as the wheel of for- 
tune is ſeldom at a ſtand, ſhe was now to ex- 
perience a difagreeable change i in her affairs. 
Lord Tyrawley was ordered to join his regi- 
ment in Ireland. And it became the more 
neceſſary that he ſhould obey the order, as his 
own private concerns in that kingdom required 
his inſpection. I will not pretend to deſcribe 
the pangs the lovers felt upon this occaſion. 

I ſhall obſerve that his lordſhip tore himſelf 12 
away with the utmoſt reluftance, and left my 
mother i in a ſtate little ſhort of diſtractien. M 
On his arrival in Ireland, Lord Tyrawley 
00 his affairs in a very different ſituation 
from what he expected. The ſteward, who 
had the management of his eflates, had taken $ 
advantage of his lordſhip's abſence” and inat- 
tention, and enriched bimſelf at his maſters 
expence. So that inſtead: of finding a very = 
conſiderable balance in his ſteward's hands, 

as he had always concluded there was, he had 

the mortification to learn that he was greatly 
involved in debt; and as he had lived in an 
expenſive: ſtyle; the: whole of his debts a- 
mounted to an enormous ſum. . How to ex- 
tricate himſelf from | theſe difficulties was the 
queſtion. The only reſource which preſented 

3 iſelf to his lordſhip, was that of marrying a 
lady with a fortune ſufficient to diſentangle 
hin. But to this his attachment to my mother 

. appeared S 


—_— . 
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appeared an irremoveable bar. He was con- 
vinced that ſhe loved him too well to object 
to a ſtep which could only preſerve him from 
ruin; yet as he knew at the ſame time the 
violence of her temper, he dreaded to make 
the propoſal to her; and it was a long while 
before he could refolve upon doing what 
would be attended with a probability of loſing 
her for ever. „„ . 
The urgency of his affairs, however, at 
length requiring a ſpeedy remedy, he looked 
round among the ſingle ladies of fortune 
within the circle of his acquaintance, and 
fixed on Lady Mary Stewart, daughter of 
the Earl of Bleſſington, as a proper object for 
his addreſſes ; her fortune being, according to 
public report, thirty thouſand pounds; and 
that lady having been heard to declare a par- 
tiality for him. She could not, indeed, boaſt 
of her charms. Her perſon, however, was 
_ gentcel, and what was infinitely more to be 
prized, ſhe was endowed with as engaging a 
diſpoſition as ever woman was bleſt with. 
Alas! how hard muſt be her lot, to be united 
to a man, whoſe attachment to another would 
render him inſenſible of her merit! 
Whilft the courtſhip was carrying on, the 
father of the lady, naturally anxious for his 
_ daughter's happineſs, examined minutely into 
whatever concerned his intended ſon- iu. law; 
and having heard much of bis conneftion 
with my mother, his lordſhip wrote her a 
OLD . * _ polite 
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polite letter, requeſting to know from her the 
nature of it; giving her at the ſame time his 
reaſons for ſuch an inquiry. | 


When my mother, or Lady Tyrawley, as ſhe 


was then called, received Lord Bleſſington's 
letter, ſhe was not quite recovered from the 
weaknels attendant on a lying-in; fo that ſhe 
was the leſs able to cope with the heart-rend- 
ing information it conveyed; and ſhe reſign- 
ed herſelf totally to the impulle of her rage. 
The. violence of her paſſion got the better of 
her affection, and, without liſtening to the 
dictates of prudence, ſhe encloſed Lord Bleſ- 
ſington every letter ſhe had received from her 
lover. Among theſe was one ſhe had juſt re- 
ceived by the ſame poſt, and which, as the had 
not broken it open, ſhe ſent unopened. In 
this ſetter Lord Tyrawley had informed her of 
the diſtreſſed ſituation of his affairs, and con- 
| ſequently of the ſad neceſſity there was ſor his 
marrying ſome lady of fortune, to extricate 


him from his difficulties. He added that he 


ſhould ſtay no longer with his intended wife 
than was neceſſary to receive her fortune, when 
he would immediately fly on the wings of love 
to ſhare it with her. That, though another 


had his hand, ſhe alone poſſeſſed his heart, and 


was his real wife in the ſight of heaven. That, 
in order to teſtify the truth of what he ad- 
vanced, he had made choice of Lady Mary 
Stewart, who was both ugly and fooliſh, in 
preletence to one with an n equal fortune, who 

4 Was 
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was both beautifpl and ſenſible ; leſt an union 
with a more agreeable perſon might be the 
means of decreaſing his aftettion for her. 

With what indignation muſt the Earl of 
Bleſſington receive ſuch incontrovertible proofs 
of Lord Tyrawley's perfidy]! He was ſo ex- 
aſperated againſt him, that he immediately 
forbade his daughter, on pain of his ſevereſt 
diſpleaſure, ever to feeri or write to her per- 
fidious lover again. But his injundtions came 
too late; for they had been already united in 
connubial bonds, without the earl's knowledge 
or conſent. „„ 1 

Lord Tyrawley now found himſelf the 
victim of his. own unwarrantable duplicity. 
Diſappointed: of receiving the fortune which 
had been the ſole inducement for his marry- 
ing, and united to a woman he hated, he was 
truly miſerable. Being, however, determined 
to get rid of his lady at all events, he inſiſted 
on a ſ-paration ; and immediately ſolicited 
the Miniſter to be lent to the court of Liſbon 
in a public character. This was readily 
granted him; as no ane was better qualified 
lor ſuch an important employment than his 
lordſhip, not only on account of his being a 
perfect maſter of the Portugueſe language, 
but from the brilliancy of his parts, and 
political knowledge, which were ſcarcely 
equalled by any of his competitors. | 
At the time of his. ſeparation from his 
lady, Lord Tyrawley- fettled eight hundred 
. 8 pounds 
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pounds a year upon her, and ſhe went to re- 


de in the very apartments in Somerſet-Houſe 


my mother had lately occupied. That poor 


dear woman no ſooner heard of the marriage 


of her beloved lord, than diſtraded at the 
thought, ſhe immediately haſtened from a 
place which muſt continually remind her of 
her loſt happineſs, and diſappointed expedda- 
tions; leaving behind her all the plate, and 
other preſents, the fondneſs of the moſt gene- 
vous of men had beſtowed upon her; as ſhe 
was determined to take nothing with her that 
Thould bring to her memory her faichleſs per- 
ured paramour. Having brought my mother 
10 this reverſed period of her fortune, leſt I 
tire you with too long an epiſtle, I will here 
* an end to it. Believe me to be, 


Madam, &c. &c. 


1 rn Hl, 


OLE | | SCP. 17, 17— 


1 Condluded my laſt letter with an account 
af my mother's leaving her apartments at 
Somerſet- Houſe, in all the agonies of deſpair 
and reſentment. It happened fortunately 
"ws her, that a Cn in conſideration of 


my 


„ 
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grandmother's contracted cinema 
had ſome time before left her as a legacy a 
houſe, ſituated in Great Queen-Street, Lin- 
coln's-Inn-Fields. In this houſe my grand- 
mother now reſided, and by letting out part of 
it, together with ſome aſſiſtance ſhe received 
from her good friend Mrs. Godfrey, procured 
for mente a decent ſubſiſtence. Though 
ſhe bad not hon her daughter ſince her elope- 
ment, and was much diſpleaſed with her tor 
her imprudent conduct, yet in ſuch a trying 
moment ſhe could not bela her — 
beneath her roof. My mother n 
now made this her abode. | 

Whilſt ſhe had reſided at Somertet-Houſe 

and lived in ſplendour, one of the principal 
actreſſes belonging to Drury-Lane Theatre, 
whoſe name was Butler, bad applied to her 
to ſolicit her intereſt on ber benefit-night. 
An intimacy thereupon commenced betweeh 
them; and during Lord Tyrawley's abſence 


in Ireland, Mrs. Butler had frequently ſpent 


many days with my mother at her apartments. 
As my mother had made this lady her confi- 
dent during her more proſperous ſtate, ſhe 
now imparted to her the ſituation of her fi- 
nances, and expectations, and conſulted her 


on the meaſures ſhe ſhould RIMS for her 
future maintenance. 


Mrs. Butler finding there was but little 


probability, from her friend's preſent irritated 


" Bate of mind, that her connettion with Lord 
| B 3  Tyrawley 
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Tyrawley would ever be renewed, adviſed her 
to take to the profeſſion ſhe herſelf followed. 
Though my mother's perſon was tall, her figure 
ſtriking, and ſhe poſſeſſed no ſmall ſhare of 
beauty, yet from an unanimated formality 
which appeared about her, probably from her 
aſſociating in the early part of her life with 
the Quakers, no very ſanguine hopes were 
to be entertained of her ſucceeding on the 
ſtage. However, overcome by the earneſt 
ſolicitations and flattering repreſentations of 
Mrs. Butler, ſhe fixed on 2 track to _ 
a future proviſion. 

The London Theatres. at that time not 
ſeeming to promiſe an advantageous engage- 
ment, it was thought moſt adviſable that 
my mother ſhould go over to Ireland; where 
there was great reaſon to expect that he would 
meet with ſupport from Lord Tyrawley's 
friends, many of whom had been introduced 
to ber whillt ſhe reſided at Somerſet-Houſe. 
This then ſhe determined on; and leaving 
the ſon ſhe had lately brought into the 
world to the care of her mother, undertook 
an expedition, which even when attended 
with every convenience is not over agreeable, 
alone, friendleſs, moieties; and almoſt 
broken-hearted. k 
When ſhe ed. in Db: he. was. re- 
ceived with conſiderable applauſe. But her 
ſueceſs ſeems io have been more owing to 
the 8 of that * not being then 
_ accuſtomed 


— 
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accuſtomed to capital performers, than to the 
brilliancy-of my mother's theatrical powers. 
She, however, continued there for ſeveral 
years, performing the firſt charatters, with 
ſome degree of reputation; but a diſagree- 
ment ariſing, at length, between the proprie- 
tors of the theatre and herſelf, ſhe determined 
to leave that city. e 5 
Aſter deliberating ſome time upon the 
courle ſhe ſhould now ſteer, ſhe on a ſudden 
formed the ſtrange and unaccountable re- 
ſolution - of embarking for Portugal, in 
order to renew her affettionate intimacy 

ith Lord Tyrawley. His lordſhip, during 
her reſidence in Ireland, had repeatedly 
wrote to her, inviting. her in the warmeſt 
terms, and conjuring her by that tenderneſs 
which had once - mutually ſubſiſted between 
them, to come to him: but finding his ſoli- 
citations ineffectual, he had long fince for- 
borne them. In this dilemma, however, 
they occurred to my mother in their full 
ſarce, awakened that love which had only lain 
dormant in her boſom, and pointed out the 
courle ſhe ſhould purſue. „ ONE 
Notwithſtanding my mother's juſt refuſal 
of Lord Tyrawley's repeated invitations, and 
notwithſtanding her betraying him to the 
Earl of Bleflington, had been the ſole cauſe 
of his lord{hip's long abſence from his native 
country; yet ſhe was received by him, on 
her arrival at Liſbon, with the warmeſt tranl- 
9) B q =: 5. ,-*-  —_— 
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ports. But unluckily a circumſtance had 
happened which made her preſence much 
lels agreeable now, than it would have been 
at the time he preſſed her ſo fervently to 
come over to him. Diſappointed in his 
bopes of renewing his connection with her, 
he had entered into one with a Portugueſe 
lady, named Donna Anna; whom he had ſe- 
duced from her patroneſs, the lady of the 
unfortunate Comte d'Olivarez. This being 
now his lord{hip's fituation, and of which, 
on account of the violence of my mother's 
temper, he did not care to inform her; he 
placed ber in the family of an Engliſh mer- 
_ chant, . was treated with the en 
civility and reſpect. 
Here the nc * Gs time in a 
"fate of perfe& tranquillity, nothing tran- 
' ſpiring relative to his lordſhip's new flame 
to diſturb her peace of mind. But, as I 
have »before obſerved, the wheel of fortune 
is continaally revolving ; and my mother's 
happineſs was not to be permanent. An 
Engliſm gentleman, by name Bellamy, came 
one day to pay a vilit to the merchant in 
whoſe: houſe ſhe was placed; when ftruck 
with her tharms, and unacquainted with her 
ſituation, the Captain became ſo enamoured 
with her, that he ſolicited ber to accept of 
his hand. This ſhe repeatedly reſuſed, wich 
out diſcovering her reaſons for fo doing. 
gs: the offer was far from a 3 
tageous one, LOT Bellamy he 
| that 
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that ſome other attachment could alone 
prevent its being accepted; and, as jealouſy 
is eagle- eyed, he fixed on Lord Tyraw- 
ley, whom he obſerved to come ſome- 
times to his friend's houſe, as the obſtacle 
to his ſucceſs. Not, indeed, that he could 
ſuppoſe that any thing more than an allow- 
able friendſhip ſubſiſted between his lord- 
ſhip and my mother, his viſits being neither 
long nor frequent, Captain Bellamy could 
not, however, forbear hinting his appre- 
henſions; which brought on a converſation, 
in. which he diſcovered to her his lordſhip's 
connection with Donna Anna, and, as an un- 
N appendix, informed her that the 
ady was then lying in with her ſecond child 
by him. 5 „„ , 
Id" 4 and reſentment againſt Lord Tyraw- 
ley once more took poſſeſhon of my mother's. 
boſom ; and effected what Captain Bellamy's. 
moſt ſtrenuous ſolicitations were not equal 
to. Without allowing herſelf a moment's: 
reflection, ſhe conſented to give her hand to 
him; and as ſoon as the nuptial benedic- 
tion was pronounced, ſet off with him for 
Ireland, to which kingdom the ſhip he com- 
manded was bound, and then ready to fail. 
All this was executed with ſo much ex- 
pedition and ſecreſy, that his lordſhip, 
though in ſuch a public capacity, was not 
made acquainted with it till they had leſt. 


22 n 


In a ſew months after the arrival of Cap- 


tain Bellamy and his new-married lady at 
the place. of their deſtination, to the inex- 
preſſible aſtoniſhment and diſſatisfaction of 
the former, I made my appearance on this 
habitable globe. My mother had fo care- 
fully concealed her pregnancy, and her 
conneQtion with Lord Tyrawley, from her 
| huſband, that he had not entertained the 
leaſt ſaſpicion of her incontinence. M 


birth, however, diſcovered the whole; and 


ſo exaſperated was the Captain at her duplicity, 
that he immediately left the kingdom, and 
never after either ſaw or correſponded with 
her. 
- Having now informed you with how little 
applauſe I made my firſt entrance on the ſtage 
of life, 1 ſhall defer any further account of 
my ſubſequent appearances till I write again, 

which I purpoſe doing in a few 15 Till 
when 1 remain, Madam, _ 


. 


0 1 
. 
* 
* 5 * 
oh ! 


| 
\| | 3 LETTER IV. 
i | October 2, 19— 
| was tbr on St. George's day, 1733, 

| 


ſome months too ſoon for Captain Bel- 
lamy to claim any degree of conſanguinity 


"with me. As foon as Lord ant had 
— 
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gained intelligence, after my mother's de- 
parture from Liſbon, of the place of her 


= deſtination ; he wrote to his adjutant, Cap- 


tain Pye, who reſided near Fingal, the town 


} where ſhe had ſettled, to requeſt, if ſhe 


2/7 q 
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ſhould prove pregnant in time to conclude 
it was the effect of her viſit to his lord- 
ſhip, that his lady would take the infant 
under her care as ſoon as it was born, with- 
out ſuffering my mother, if poſſible, to fee 
it. This ſevere injunction of his lord- 
ſhip's proceeded from . his entertaining a 
belief, that her ſudden retreat from Liſbon 
was not in conſequence of her having form- 
ed an honourable connection with Captain 
Bellamy, but through the natural. depravity 
of her paſſions, and the fickleneſs of, her 
diſpoſition. I was, therefore, agreeable to 
bis lordſhip's directions, taken from m. 
mother ſoon after my birth, and put under 
the care of a nurſe, with whom I continued 


till I was two years old. At that time the 


regiment returning to barracks in Dublin, 
Mrs. Pye, whole kindneſs 1 ſhall never for- 
get, and whoſe memory I ſhall ever. revere, 
took me from the nurſe, and carried me with 
„ö 
Here, Madam, 1 muſt beg leave to en- 


tertain you with an anecdote of my nurle, 
_ which exhibits. ſuch a proof of the attach- 


ment and fidelity of the lower claſs of the 


Iriſh, as does them infinite honour.  - It 


Gn „ | never 
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never occurs to my mind, but it excites the 
tendereſt ſenſations; and I ſhould deem my- 


always to mention her name with reſpett. 


my foſter-mother, was uncommonly hot. 
Notwithſtanding this, fo exceſſive was the 
good woman's affection for me, that ſhe 


the lived, to the barracks, which were three 


her breaſt. The intenſe heat, united with 
the affliction ſhe felt at my being taken 
from her, had ſuch an effe&t upon her con- 
ſtitution, that it brought on an inflammato 


a cuſtom in many parts of Ireland, to con- 
vey the remains of the dead to thoſe for 
whom, whilſt living, they appeared to have 
the ſincereſt regard; and the cuſtom was 


door open; as I lay in bed, I heard my foſ- 
ter-father's voice audibly uttering what is 


did you die ? with all its plaintive eloquence, 


bed, and ran almoſt naked into the ſtreet ; 


ſelf ungrateful in the extreme, were I not 


It happened that the ſummer, in the 
midſt of which I was taken from the care of 


walked every day from the village in which 


miles diſtant, and with a child ſucking at 


fever, which put an end to her life. It is 


not negleted upon the deceaſe of my wor- 
thy nurſe. Captain Pye's ſervants having 
riſen one morning, upon ſome occaſion or 
other, earlier than uſual, and left the ſtreet 


vulgarly called the Iriſh howl. Ak! why 


diſtinly reached my ear. Alarmed at the 
well-known ſound, I haſtily leaped out of 


he 
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EX where, to my great grief, even at that early 
age, I found the lamentation now become 


© univerſal around the body of my poor 
E nurſe, whoſe affection for me had coſt her 


= her life—Why,' O thou great diſpoſer of 
= events! why was I born to be the cauſe of 
*X unhappineſs, and even death to thoſe who 
really loved me; whilſt thy inſcrutable de- 
crees have made me ſubſervient to thoſe, 
XX whoſe vows © were falſe as dicer's oaths,” and 
"X7 whoſe views were only the promotion of their 
2X own pleaſure or intereſt? e 


When 1 had nearly obtained the a e of 


four years, Captain Pye received directions 


from Lord Tyrawley to ſend me to France 


for education. His Lordſhip had been in- 
= timate with the unfortunate Colonel Frazer 


in his youthful days. And though their 


political principles were diametrically op- 
XX polite, butnanity induced him to make ſome 
XX proviſion for the Colonel's only daughter, 
who was now left an orphan and deſtitute of 
2X ſupport. True philanthropy will not ſuffer a - 


difference either in political or religious 


principles to reſtrain its diQates. 


RY This young lady, who was ſomewhat 
older than myſelf, and very amiable both in 
2X perſon and diſpoſition, was fixed on by Lord 
= Tyrawley to be my companion to France; 
and Mrs. Pye attended us herfelf to London, 
in order to equip us with ſuch neceſſaries as 
we 
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we wanted; and to inquire out the moſt eli- 
gible convent in which to place us. 
Whilſt we were in London, the maid-ſer- 


' vant who had the care of me, ſeeing my 


mother's name in the play-bills of Covent- 
Garden-Theatre, imagined ſhe ſhould not 
be an unacceptable vilitor, if ſhe took me 
to pay my reſpects to her. She accordingly 
inquired where my mother lodged; and, 
without . aſking her miſlireſs's conſent, led 
me to her. We were inſtanily uſhered up 
ſtairs, where we found my mother in a gen- 
teel dreſs. Though I was too young to ex- 
perience any attrattion from her beauty, 
yet her fine clothes pleaſed me much, and 1 


ran towards her with great freedom. But 


what concern did my little heart feel, when 
ſhe rudely puſhed me from her, and I heard 
her exclaiming, aſter viewing me with atten- 


tion for ſome moments, My God! what 
have you brought me here? this goggle- 
< eyed, ſplaner-faced, 8 oabbart-mouthed 


„ wretch, is not my child! take her away!“ 
I had been fo accuſtomed to endearments, 


that I was the more ſenſibly affected at this 


unexpeRted ſalulation, and I went away as 


much diſguſted with my mother as ſhe could. 


a be with me. 


Mrs. Pye having prevailed upon Mrs. 
Dunbar, an Iriſh lady who lived at Bou- 
Jogne, to take Miſs Frazer and myſelf under WW 

ber 
* A e is ſo called in Ireland, _ 
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ber protedtion, we accompanied her to 
France. Strict orders were given that I 
| ſhould not be contradicted, and that if I 
diſliked one convent, we ſhould be removed 
to another. The money neceſſary for our 
| ſupport was to be remitted to Mr. Smith, a 
# wine-merchant in that town, to whom the 
*Z ſame injundtions were given. . 

On our arrival at Boulogne we were 
placed in the convent of the Nuncats, ſituated 
in the lower town. We had not been 
= there long, before a nun was immured be- 
=E tween the walls, the puniſhment uſually 
 =X inflited on thoſe of the ſiſters who un- 
X fortunately break their vow of chaſtity. 
The inflidion of this horrid puniſhment 
affected Mils Frazer ſo much, and the dirti- 
2X nels of the convent was ſo intolerably offen- 
XX five, even to me, though but a child, that 
we determined to get removed. We ac- 
2X cordingly applied to Mrs. Smith for this 
XZ purpoſe, , who in a ſhort time came and con- 
=X dutied us to the convent of the Urfulines in 
the upper town. On mentioning the name 
of the convent, even at this diſtant period, 

I cannot help exetaiming, * Dear, happy, 
% much-regretted manſion! thou ſweet abode 

of tranquillity and delight! how ſupremely 
bleſſed ſhould I have been, had I remained 
till this hour within thy ſacred walls“ 
Here we continued till I had attained the 
eleventh year of my age; when the man- 
1 EO date, 
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date, the dreadful mandate arrived, which 
bid us prepare for our return. 
heart-felt pangs did I receive it! Having 
no knowledge of the nobleman to whom I 
was indebted for my being and ſubſiſtence ; 
and the contemptuous manner in which my 
mother had treated me ſtill dwelling on my 


—_ iirr O©6r 


remembrance ;. 1 had not the leaſt defire to 


ſee either of them. To ſtay in the convent, 
and ftill to be accompanied by my much- 
loved Maria, was the utmoſt of my wiſhes. 
The whole community, indeed, the ſiſters 
as well as the penſioners, treated me with 
great kindneſs. But one of the nuns per- 
fealy idolized me. When I took my leave 
of her, my feelings were ſuch as I am not 
able to deſcribe. Their pungency was far 
beyond what a girl of my age could be ſup- 
poſed to experience. I have often thought 
they were a ſure preſage of the miſerſes 
which have attended me through life; not 
only ſuch as have ariſen from my own indiſ- 
cretions, but thoſe which owe their foun- 
dation to the complicated machinations of 
the worſt of men. The former I ſhall recite 
in the following part of my narrative, with- 
out attempting .to palliate, or excuſe them, 
fatisfied that nothing but the ſincereſt contri- 


tion will now avail. The latter I ſhall give 


an account of with the ſtrifteſt regard to 
candour and truth; and whilſt I forgive, 


With what 
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which | Chriſtianity bids rae do, I ſhall not 


Being now about to wke my leave- of 
France, and, at the ſame time, of the happy 
I . ge of puerility, innocence, and peace, I 
hall at this regretted æra put an end to my 


Y euer, with only aſſuring you that I ſhall 
Aver be, through every ſtage of my life, 


MADAM, | 
Your ever prateful, a 
e | S. A. B. 
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October I5 * | 
rH E N we arrived at Dover we were 
met by a perſon named Du Vall, who 

1 bad once been a domeſtic of Lord Tyraw- 
E Henow kept a peruke maker's ſhop in 
.. james's-Street ; and with him we were to 
eſide, till his lordſhip's return from Por- 
1 Iugal, which was every day expedted. Mrs. 
Pu Vall, his wife, was a lively, agreeable 
= French woman, much younger than her 


ö 1 band, and of a rather too gay a diſpoſition 
or his tranquillity. Near Mr. Du Vall lived 


| perſon whoſe name was Jones. He had 
merh been a cutler, but at the ſolicitation 
f his wife he had opened a china and bijou 
I hop. From the — of their reſidence, 
I an 
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an intimacy had commenced between Mrs. 
Du Vall and Mrs. Jones, and there was a 
perfect ſociability between the families. 
The latter was the daughter of an emi- 
nent apothecary in Weſtminſter, who had 
given her what is generally termed a gen- 
lee education: that is, ſhe was well verſed 
in the faſhions, and in the amuſements, of 
the faſhionable world ; ſhe ſpoke bad French, 
and could-invent, with great facility, addi- 
tions to the lie of the day. She had a good 
addreſs, and abounded in what is uſually 
denominated ſmall talk. She underſtood 
the art of flattery fo well as to be able to 
charm her female cuſtomers ; and\ of co- 


quetry, ſufficient to captivate the men. 


With theſe advantages, it is not to be 
doubted but Mrs. Jones rendered her ſhop 
the reſort of many reſpettable people. The 
variety of articles, engaging to a he 
mind, which were therein diſplayed, 
duced me to pay frequent viſits to the mikreſs 
of it; who ſeemed much pleaſed with my 
vivacity. 

During theſe villa I became acquainted 
with molt of the. nobility that frequented 
the ſhop, In particular, I formed an inti- 
macy with three ladies of quality, two 
of whom honoured me with their friend- 


ſhip to the | lateſt periods of their lives. 


Theſe: were Lady Caroline Fitzroy, the 


* Miſs Conway, and Miſs St. 
115 * 
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Leger. The firſt, to whom I acknowledge-I 
have lain under many obligations,” has can- 
celled them all, by doing me the injuſti 


diſreſpectful of her ladyſhip. Her thus giv- 
ing ear to the tongue of ſlander has prevented 
me from ever wiſhing to renew the intimacy 
with which ſhe once favoured me. As I 
have made it an invariable rule never to hear 


any thing ſpoken in company to the diſad- 


vantage even of a common acquaintance, - 


without endeavouring to vindicate them, 
(thinking it would greatly leſſen me to be 
conſidered as the companion of any perſon 


of whom I entertained an unfavourable opi- 


nion) is it to be ſuppoſed I ſhould ſpeak 
ill of one to whom I was greatly obliged, 
and had always highly eſteemed? A conſci- 
ouſneſs of not having deſerved :her- ladyſhip' 8 
diſpleaſure has ſupported me under it. And 
were all thoſe of my own ſex who are prone 
to ſpeak ſlightingly of others upon ill-grounded 
reports, to curb this propenlity; I can aſſure 
them they. would reap inexpreſſible ſatisfattion 
from doing ſo.—Pardon, my dear Madam, this 
digreſſion; as one of the company, you are 
excepted, you know, from any implied cenſure. 
At length the long wiſhed for hour of Lord 
Tyrawley's arrival in England was announced 
to Miſs Frazer and mylelf. Upon our going 
to Stratton-Street, where his lordſhip had 
taken up his reſidence, he received us both 
e 


to 
believe me capable of. ſpeaking ſomething 
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in the tendereſt manner, but with regard to 
myſelf, he ſeemed to enjoy ſuch heart-felt 
pleaſure at the interview, that I was charmed 
with my reception. Donna Anna's ſatisfaction 
at ſeeing me was far, very far ſhort of his 
lordſhip's. Nor was this to be wondered at, 
as ſhe had ſeveral children of her own, and 
conſequently dreaded fo formidable a rival in 
his lordſhip's favour, as I was likely to prove. 
But her malevolent ſhafts were aimed at me 
through my beloved friend, to whom ſhe was 
continually ſhewing marks of her diſlike. 
Her cunning dictating to her that his lord- 
 thip wpuld not ſuffer any perſon to treat me 
HI, with impunity, ſhe took this method to 
give me pain. And ſhe could not eve pur- 
ſued a more effectual one. 5 

As I was at that time, and have ever ſince 
been ſteady in my attachments, I could not 
bear to ſee my Maria treated thus unkindly. 
I therefore uſed my intereſt with his lordſhip 
to remove us from a place that was become 
diſagreeable to me on more accounts than 
one, For though my lord lived in all the 
fplendour a perſon of his rank is entitled to, 
and indeed much beyond his income; yet his 
houſe had much more the appearance of a 
Turkiſh ſeraglio than the manſion of an Eng- 
liſn nobleman. To this may be added that 
the gloom and hypocriſy which were con- 
ſtantly viſible on the countenance of his 
tauney Dulcinea, rendered it far from ade 

able 


5 aA a oY = bake. — * — — 


Go A. RLLAMYE. 33 


able to a young creature whoſe ſpirits were, 
probably, too volatile. For theſe reaſons 1 
prevailed upon his lordſhip to place us at 
Mrs. Jones's in St. James's-Street; where, as 
he ſpent much of his time at White's Choco- 
late-Houſe, he called in upon us ſometimes 
twice a day. | 
Here we found ourſelves very comfortably 
ſituated. But that comfort was not to be of 
long duration. I now began to experience 
the viciſſitudes of fortune. For we had re- 
ſided but a ſhort time at our new abode, be- 
fore I Joſt my much-loved companion Miſs 
Frazer. She was: ſeized with the meaſles; 
and, notwithſtanding every care, fell a victim 
to that diſorder. Though this young lady 
was ſome years older than myſelf, and of à 
more ſerious diſpoſition, yet the regard ſhe 
had always ſhewn me was ſo tender and affec- 
tionate, and ſo indulgent was ſhe to my flights 
of fancy, as ſhe uſed to term them, that whilſt 
I loved her as a friend, I revered her as a 
F ·˙·¹ » ie | Sw 
There is, 1 believe, no impreſſion that 
aftets ſo ſtrongly a young mind as the ſup- 
poſition of being dear to another. Though 
originating merely from felf-love, it incites 
a reciprocation. The very idea that you are 
pleaſing, ſtimulates you to render yourſelf 
really ſo, even though there be not that ſimi- 
larity of manners and diſpoſition. on which an 
union of ſouls is uſually founded. . _ 4 
. 442 : y 
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My grief for the loſs of this amiable young 
lady was fo exceſſive, that it endangered my 
health ; and for ſome time it was apprehended 


that-I ſhould go into a decline. Upon this 8 


account Lord Tyrawley took a little box in 
Buſhy-Park, to which in a few days ve re- 
moved. The family now conſiſted of his 
lordſhip, Donna Anna, three girls all by dif- 
ferent mothers, and myſelf. The boys were 


previouſly ſent to Mary-le-Bone ſchool, and 
. own brother was at fea. 


My lord's fondneſs for me now knew no 
bounds. He not only thought he perceived 


in my features the perſett reſemblance. of 


his own, but he flattered himſelf that, with 
the aid of; due cultivation, .1 ſhould likewiſe 


inherit his wit; which was univ erſally allowed 
to be really brilliant. 


Not long after we were at Buſhy-Park, 


Donna Anna having had the impudence to - 


aſſume the title of Lady Tyrawley, during 
a party of pleaſure in which ſhe and the 


three young ladies were engaged, his lord- 
_ ſhip was ſo much offended thereat, that he 


ordered them all to return to town. So that! 
now had the happineſs of his lordſhip's com- 
pany for {ix days in the week entirely to my- 
felf. - On the remaining day (Saturday) he 


was always of his late majeſty's private party 


to Richmond. He uſually returned to town 
the ſame evening, and came to Buſhy the 
next diy. 
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The company his lordſhip brought with 


him, which were chiefly the witty and the 


gay, ſoon perceived, that to make their court 
do him, they muſt be laviſh in their praiſes of 

me: Accordingly, I became the objett of 
their admiration, aid was made to believe 
that I was actually a phenomenon. Till en- 


couraged by the flattery I daily received, I 


was weak enough to conceit that I was bleſſed 
with talents which dame Nature had never 


beſtowed upon me. Oh, flattery ! deluſive 
charm! how great is thy power, and how 


pernicious are thy eftefls.! Even the old can- 


not withſtand thy influence; how then ſhall 


the young? Open, generous, free as air, in- 
capable of deceit, and believing others as 

ſincetre as they appear to be; cy do ſuch 
fall victims to thy bewilching arts. The va- 
nity and conceit thou art the cauſe of, leave 


a laſting impreſſion on the mind, and too 


often taint the whole future life. Moſt care- 


fully then ſhould our ſex guard againſt che 


infinnating venom. 

With this refleQion,. the juſtice of which 
I douht not. Madam, but you will readily 
admit, I ſhall conclude my letter: And in 
my next propoſe to entertain you with a 


'avghable inſtance of humbled Vamneys 
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Oc ober 28, 17—. 
Jon Tyrawley having prohibited my 


reading Caſſandra, the only romance in 
his library, 55 on which a girl of my age 
and lively diſpoſition would naturally have 
firſt laid her hands, preferring poetry to hiſ- 
tory, I endeavoured to learn Pope's Homer 
by rote. In this 1 made ſuch proficiency, 
that in a ſhort time I could repeat the firſt 
three books. When I thought myſelf ſuffi- 
ciently perfect, I languiſned to be introduced 
to the incomparable author of them; not 
doubting but be would be as much charmed 
with my manner of repeating The wrath of 
Pelenus' fon,” as I myſelf was. 

It was not till after I had frequently ſoli- 
Wr. Lord Tyrawley upon this head, that 
he would liſten to my requeſt. At length, 
however, he conſented, and ve ſet off to- 
gether for Twickenham. As I rode along, | 
the ſuggeſtions of vanity overpowered every | 
apprehenſion; and I was not a little elated | 
when 1 reflected on the conſpicuous figure 
I was about to make. The carriage ſtopped 
at the door. We were introduced to this 
little great man. But before I had time to 
collect myſelf, or examine him, Mr. Pope 
rang the bell for his houſekeeper, and di- 
We ber to take Miß, and ſhew her the 
53 gardens, 
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gardens, and give her as much fruit as ſhe 
chole to eat. | 

How ſhall I find words to expreſs the mor- 
tification I felt upon this accaſion ! It is not 
in the power of language to deſcribe the true 
fituation of my mind, on finding my vanity 
thus humbled. It is to be ſuppoled I was 
not very complaiſant to the old, lady. But 
ſhe did not long attend me;, for we had 
ſcarcely got into the gardens, before ſhe pre- 
tended buſineſs, and left me to admire them, 
and eat fruit by myſelf. 

I was not in the leaſt diſpleaſed at the 
bouſekeeper's abrupt departure, as it gave 
me leiſure to meditate, and contrive ſome 
method of reſenting ſo grols an affront offered 
to the infant Dacier. For no leſs a perſonage 
in the world of literature did I fancy that I 
ſhould be, when my amazing powers had 
acquired perfection. At laſt I concluded to 
carry into execution the following plan of 
revenge: I determined never to read the 
| cynic's tranflation of the Iliad again, but 
wholly to attach myſe!f to Dryden's Virgil. 
My beart exulted in the thought; and I ex- 
perienced thoſe ſweet ſenſations, which ariſe 
from the hopes of being amply revenged for 
infult. But whilſt I was indulging myſelf in 
this pleaſing reverie, I was informed that the 

carriage waited. 
I haſtened to it ; and when I Joined — 


Tyrawley, found that he mA prevailed on 
. C the 
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the Earl of Cheſterfield, who had happened 
to come in juſt after my ſuppoſed dilgrace, 
to accompany us to Buſhy. That nobleman 
ſoon made me amends for the treatment 1 
had juſt received, and removed the chagrin 
it had occaſioned. The elegant praiſes of a 
Cheſterfield tranſported my little heart, and 
atoned for the caſual ns of a Pope. 
They filled my boſom with 1nconceivable 
pleaſure, and impreſt upon my memory ſuch 
a partiality for the beſtower of them, as was 
never aſter eradicated. . Indeed, the favour- 
able opinion he honoured me with i in my pro- 
feſſion, was not a little flattering, and claim- 
ed my warmeſt gratitude. 
In a ſhort time after this, Lord Tyrawley 
was nominated ambaſſador to the court of 
- Ruſſia. Upon which occaſion one of the 
ladies of quality before-mentioned, deſired 
Mrs. Jones, at whoſe ſhop I had firſt been 
honoured with her notice, to inform his 
lordſhip, that ſhe ſhould be happy if he 
would permit me. to reſide with her during 
his abſence. This was too great a ſavour to 
de declined. My lord accordingly waited 
upon her, ladyſhip, to return her thanks for 
her condeſcending offer, and at the ſame time 
to mention to her, his prohibition. 3 my 
ſeeing my mother. 
That unhappy woman bad lately married 
an officer, a ſon of Sir George Walter, quite 
2 e boy, young W to be her 
1 own 
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own. child. As this unnatural union had 
been dictated by paſſion, ſatiety and diſguſt 
ſoon followed; and her new huſband left her 
to join his regiment, which was ſtationed at 
Gibraltar. But before he went off, he ſtript 
her of every thing valuable ſhe was poſſeſſed 
of, even to her apparel. This he took an 
opportunity of doing whilſt my mother was at 
the theatre ; and he decorated with her clothes 
a woman that accompanied him abroad. 
Such generally are the confequences of an 
union founded ſolely on paſſion, eſpecially 
where there is ſo great a diſparity of years. 
By ſuch an imprudent connection, the erring 
female draws on herlelf the contempt and 
ridicule of her own ſex, and expoſes herſelf 
to the licentious attacks of the other. 
Whether the diſtreſſed ſituation my mother 
found herſelf in, from the depredations com- 
mitted on her property by her faithleſs hul- 
band, induced her to wiſh to ſee me, that I 
might be the means of affording her ſome re- 


lief, or whether her maternal feelings received 


additional vigour from her preſent diſtreſſes, 
I will not pretend to determine; but ſhe ap- 
plied to the very ſervant who had formerly 
met with ſo rude a reception from her, and 
whom ſhe accuſed of bringing to her a ſuppo- 
ſitious child, to entreat that I would come and 
reſide with her. In doing this, ſhe doubtleſs 
had a view to the hundred pounds which Lord 
Tyrawley annually. allowed me for clothes 
C 2 and 
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and other incidental neren ang for paying 
my maid-fervant. 

As humanity has ever havn my add pal- 
ſion, I could not bear to think that my parent, 
although ſhe had been unkind to me, was 
reduced to a ſtate of poverty ; afflided with 
illneſs; and abandoned by the perſon who 
ought to have been her ſupport and protector; 
without feeling an inclination to afford her 
all the aſſiſtance in my power. Liſtening, 
therefore, only to the duteous impulſe, 1 took 
with me the {mall ſum of money I happened 
to have by me, together with my watch, which 
was of conſiderable value, and a few other 
trinkets, and haſtened io my mother's heuſe, 
without even taking leave of the lady who had 
kindly protected me. I bluſh at the recol- 
lection; as her lady ſhip certainly deſerved a 
more grate ful return. But tenderneſs ſor an 
_ afflicted parent ſuppreſſed, at that time, every 
other conſideration. 

My mother ſeemed to ſtrive to make atone- 
ment for the ſlight ſhe had 2 ſhewn 
me. by every proof of indulgent fondneſs. 
This afteftionate attention made me ample 

- amends for the loſs of that ſplendour and ele- 
gance I had juſt left; and I eſteemed myſelf 
quite happy. The little money I had brought 
with me, was, however, but a temporary relief. 
When that was expended, my mother bor- 
rowed as much as ſhe could upon my watch 
and trinkets, in hopes that would ſupply our 


neceſſities 
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neceſſities till my quarter's ſalary was due. 
But when that wiſhed-ſor hour arrived, to 


our great mortification, we found that it would 


no longer be paid, on account of my removal. 
My mother now diſcovered, that inſtead of 
alleviating her own diſtreſſes, by enticing me to 
be with her, ſhe had added two perſons to her 
family, who were obliged to look up to her 
for ſupport. 3 

An opportunity preſenting itſelf here, by 
my being about to enter on a new ſcene of 
life, for breaking off; leſt 1 ſhould tire you, 
as I have done myſelf, I ſhall lay down my 
pen, as ſoon as I have aſſured you that Iam, 

| Madam, &c. &c. 


= | | G. A. B. 
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Nov. 5 17—. 
| OW blind are mortals to the future! 


and from what trivial and apparently | 
accidental circumſtances do the ſucceſs or 


misfortunes of our lives originate! To in- 


tend for the. beſt. is all that lies in our 


power; the event depends on * that unſeen 
hand which makes all our moves.“ Thus 
my imprudent removal from the protethon 
of the noble patroneſs to whole care I had 
| C 3 been 
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42 ier 
been committed by Lord Tyrawley, though 
the motive was in ſome meaſure allowable, 
as it proceeded from filial affection, laid che 
foundation of all thoſe errors and ſubſequent 
misfortunes which have been my lot. But to 
proceed with my narrative 
My mother had contraded an intimacy of 
the moſt friendly nature with a lady who 
was lately arrived from the Eaſt-Indies, 
where her ' huſband was then a governor. 
This lady, whoſe name was Jackſon, had 
come over to England for the education of 
her two daughters, and reſided in Montpe- 
tier-Row, Twickenham, on account of her 
ill ſtate of health. She was generous to ex- 
ceſs; a propenſity which her huſband ena- 
bled her to indulge, by allowing 'her a very 
conſiderable income. As illneſs prevented 
her from going out, or ſeeing much com- 
| pany, ſhe invited my mother to paſs the 
ſummer with her. My mother accepted the 
invitation, and at the concluſion of the ſea- 
fon at the theatre, twok me down with her. 
Upon our arrival I was introduced to the 
young ladies, who were about my own age, 
and who fecmed' to vie with each other to 
gain the firft place in my aſſettions. 
As we were walking out one evening, we 
were overtaken by the celebrated Mrs. 
Woffington. Having been at the ſame the- 
atre in Dublin with my mother, ſhe politely 
| ſaluted 


ſaluted her, and ſeemed deſirous of renew- - 


ing the acquaintance which had once ſub- 
ſiſted between them. My mother ſhewing no 
reluctance on her part, Mrs. Woffington gave 
her a preſſing invitation to ſpend fome time 
with her at her houſe at Teddington, whither 
ſhe was then going; and deſired her to bring 
me with her. „ | 

Some unexpected company coming down 
ſoon after, to viſit Mrs. Jackſon, we took 

that opportunity to accept the invitation Mrs. 
Woffington had given us. During our ſtay 

at her ſiſter's, I became acquainted with Mr. 
Sheridan, a celebrated ator, and a compe- 
titor of the incomparable Garrick. This 
gentleman invited us to his apartments, which 
were generally crowed with Iriſh gentlemen 
from the college of Dublin: Roſeius at 
this time, languifhed to be reconciled to 
Mrs. Woffington, with whom he had for- 
merly lived upon terms of intimacy. For 
this parpoſe he obtruded himſelf in the houſe 
of a gentleman at Kingſton, of whoſe talents, 
which were great, he was jealous to a de- 


_ affing. Mr. Sheridan's hoſpitality was as well. 


known as Garrick's parſithony; of which the 
latter condeſcended to avail himfelf, I flat 
ter myſelf I ſhall be credited in this affer- 
tion, as I declare I have no reaſon to be par- 
tial to the former, as will appear in the 
courſe of the enſuing letters. 10 
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The general topic of converſation among 
my preient aſſociates was confined to thea- 
trical affairs; with which I was totally un- 
acquainted till 1 was introduced into this 
circle. The charms of novelty, however, 
rendered it agreeable. Whilſt we ſtaid here, 
it was agreed on to perſorm the tragedy of the 
Diſtreſſed Mother,“ in order to make a 
trial of Miſs Polly Woflington's abilities, who 
was intended by her ſiſter for the ſtage. My 
mother and Mrs. Woffington played the at- 
tendants; Mr. Garrick, Oreſtes; Mr. Sul- 
livan, a Fellow of Trinity-College, Dublin, 
Pyrrhus ; Miſs Woffington, Hermione; and 
Andromache fell to my lot. 

In this-performance, though my firſt, Mr. 
Gaerich obſerved that I was much more in 
earneſt than the young lady who had been 
accumſtomed-to theatrical amuſements. And 
though 4 was inferior in beauty to my fair 
rival, and without the advantages of dreſs, 
which ſhe enjoyed, yet the laurel was be- 
ſtowed upon me. Allthe people. of faſhion 
in the neighbourhood honoured our barn with 
their p e. Among cheſe was the late 
Sir William Young. who gave it as his opi- 
nion that I ſhould. make a figure in a capital 
line, if ever I came upon the n 

Upon our teturn 0 Twickenham, - we 
found pur good friend - Mrg. Jackfon ſo much 
n foo at her life was deſpaired of. 
However, t through * une care, and a 
JT | favourable 
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favourable criſis in her diſorder, ſhe was in a 
ſhort time out of danger. But the air of the 
country being judged by her phyſicians to be 

too keen for her, ſhe took a houſe in Hen- 
rietta-Street, Covent-Garden : where my mo- 
ther, who had now declined a profeſſion ſhe 
had never been calculated for, was eaſily pre- 
vailed upon to become her gueſt. 

About this time a letter was received by 
Du Vall from Lord Tyrawley, in anſwer to 
one he had wrote him, in which his Lordſhip 
not only declared that he would not allow me 
any ſupport, but renounced me for ever. So 
highly was he exaſperated againſt me for 
diſregarding his injunctions. As I loved his 
Lordſhip ſuperior to the whole world, this let- 
ter harrowed up my very ſoul. Nor did it give 
much leſs anguiſh to my poor mother; who 
now became ſenſible of her indiſcretion in 
having induced me to leave ſo eligible a 
ſituation as: his Lordſhip had placed me in, 
and thereby forfeit his favour, merely to 
procure herlelf a temporary relief. We were, 
however, obliged to ſubmit, and reſign our- 
ſelves to that fate which could not now be 
averted. —I have often thought fince, as I 
have pondered o'er my misfortunes, that we 
owe the greateſt part of the miſeries we ex- 

perience to our impatience. Not patient 
enough to let the deſigns of Providence, even 
» ben they appear to be in a favourable train, 
h and gradually develop, ve fancy 
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we can get poſſeſſion of the object we have 
in view by a ſhorter method; and having 
through our want of diſcernment broke one 
of the links of the chain, the wifhed-for 
happineſs is gone for ever. 
Forgive me, my dear Madam, for inter- 
| Tperſing here and there theſe moral reflec- 
tions. They at once give eaſe to my mind, 
awd when they ſhall reach the public eye, 
may prove ſerviceable to the weaker ſex; 
which may probably be admitted as ſome 
atonement for the errors that have occaſioned 
them. | | it 2 9 25 
My mother having a long account to ſet- 
tle with Mr. Rich, the ſalaries at that time 
not being very regularly paid, ſhe had fre- 
quent occaſions for calling at his houſe. 
And as I had contrafted an intimacy with 
the young ladies, his daughters, to whom I 
bad been introduced before we vent into the 
country, I was happy to attend my mother 
whenever ſhe went. 934 
One evening, as I was upon a viſit there, 
we agreed among ourſelves to att © Othello.” 
They lent me the play, that I might learn my 
part, which was to be that of Othello, and 
promiſed me, as it was foon to be perform- 
ed at the theatre, a ſeat in their box to ſee 
it. When we were perfect in the words, we 
began to rehearfe. During the rehearſal, as 

we were only playing for our own amuſe- 
ment, and I concluded we were not over- - 
6 | 1 heard, 
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heard, I gave free ſcope to my fancy and 
my voice; and I really believe our perform. 
ance was more - perfett, as it was truly na- 

tural, than if it had been aided with the 
ſtudied praces of profeſſors. As I was rav- 
ing in all the extremity of jealous madneſs, 
Mr. Rich accidentally paſſed by the room in 
which we were rehearſing. Attrafied, as 
he afterwards ſaid, by the powerful ſweetneſs. 
of the Moor's voice, which he declared to be 
ſuperior to any he had eyer heard, he liſtened 
without interrupting our performance; but as 
ſoon as it was concluded, he entered the room, 
and paid me a thoaſand compliments on my 
theatrical abilities. Among other things he 
ſaid, that in his opinion I ſhould make one 
of the firſt actreſſes in the world; adding, 

that if I could turn my thoughts: to the ſtage, 
he ſhould be happy to engage me. N 
Not a little vain of receiving theſe encomi- 
ums from a perſon, who from his ſituation, 
muſt be a competent judge, I went home and: 
informed my mother of what had happened. 
At firſt ſhe was averſe. to my accepting the 
propofal, having experienced herſelf all the 
diſadvantages attendant” on a theatrical life; 
but Mfrs. Jackſon uniting her perſuaflohs with 
thbfe of Mr. Rich, ſhe at length conſented. 


- . 2 » 


She, however, complied only on condition, 
| that the manager would aſſure her of his ſup- 
Porting me in à capital line. This Mr. Rich 
agreed to do; and 1 mote readily; as, 
| Foo Dp in 
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in his opinion, the ladies belonging to his 
theatre were not altogether! ſuited either for the 
charatters of young heroines in tragedy, or of 
ſprightly girls. in gentee] comedy. Mrs. 
Horton had nothing but a beautiful face to 
recommend her ; Mrs. Pritchard's forte lay 1 in 
a different walk; and Mrs. Clive's merit was 
always o Unrivalled, that whatever I can ſa) 
in praiſe of that darling daughter of Thalia, 
will not equal her deſert: ©" 

Here, as I am now arrived at another; prin- 
eipal æra in my life, that of my entrance 
ine the theatrical world, permit me, Ma- 


dam, to give a little reſpite to . N 
fingers. 25 
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8 I * down once more, Madam, to con- 

tinue my narrative. My entrance on my 
ram career is, if J weollecß. to Fink the 
contents of E 
At the lime I entered into an agreement 
with. Mr. Rich, I was juſt fourteen; of a 
| figure not inelegant, a powerful voice, light 
as the goſſamer, of inexhauſtible ſpirits, and 
poſſeſſed of ſome humour. F rom theſe qu b 
lifications he formed a moſt © ee 


1 >? 
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of my ſucceſs, and determined that 1 ſhould 
immediately make trial of them. _Ihad per- 
fected myſelf in the two characters of Moni- 
mia and Athenais, and according to my own. 
judgment, had made no inconſiderable pro- 
ficiency in them. The OW; was fixed on 
for my firſt appearance. 
Mr. Rich now thought it time to intro- 
duce me to Mr. Quin, then the moſt capital 
performer at Covent-Garden, ; and capital he 
was, indeed, in thoſe charadters which his 
figure ſuited. This gentleman, at that period, 
governed the theatre with a rod of iron. Mr. 
Rich, though the proprietor, was, through 
his indolence, a mere cypher. He was, 
however, when he had reſolved on any thing, 
the moſt determined of men. After waiting 
ſome time at the door of the . lion's. den, 
as the people of the theatre had denominated 
Mr. Quin's dreſſing- room, we were at length 
admitted. It is neceſſary here to obſerve, 
that this gentleman never condeſcended to 
enter the Green-Room, or to mix with the 
other performers, all of whom he vas unac- 
quainted with, except Mr. Ryan, for whom 
he entertained a particular friendſhip, : which 
alle till Mr. Ryan's death. 
He no ſooner heard Mr. Rich LP 
5 appearing in the character of Monimia, 
than. with the moſt ſovereign contempt, he 
crie ed out, ax; It will, not do,. 8 Upon 
which, the manager, to bis inßnite ſurpriſe, 
| replied, 
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replied, It ſhall do, Sir.” 1 was fo fright- 


ened at Mr. Quin's auſtere deportment, that 


had he requeſted me to give him a ſpecimen 


of my abilities, it would not have been in my 


power. But he held me too cheap to put 
me to the trial. After ſome further alterca- 
tion had paſſed, which was not much in my 
favour, Mr. Quin at laſt deigned to look at 


me, laying, at the ſame time, © Child, I 
advi 


* woul ſe -you to play Serina, before 


* you think of Monimia.” This ſarcaſm 


roufed my fpirits, which before were much 
ſunk, and I pertly replied, © IF 1 did, Sir, 
* I ſhould never live to play the Orphan.“ 
Still, however, he inſiſted on the 3 
of a child's attempting a character of ſuch im- 
| portance: But the real cauſe ſeemed to be, 


that he was conſcious he himſelf could play 
the character of young Chamont with very 


little propriety, as neither his age nor figure by 
any means ſuited it, and as Mr. Garrick had 


gained ſo much reputation in the character. 


e concluded with ſaying, if Mr. Rich per- 
ſiſted in ſuch an abſurd reſolution, he would 


publicly declare his ſentiments upon the ſub- 
ekt; and further, that he would not attend 
the rehearſals; being perſuaded the manager 


would ſeverely repent his having countenanced 
fo improper an exhibition. © 
It may be fuppoſed that this converſation 


Vas not very nx to me.” As for Mr. 


increaſe - 


increaſe his reſolution ; ; and taking me by 
the hand, he led me out of the Dreſſing-Room, 


aſſuring me aloud, that, let who would op- 
poſe, he would proteRt me ; and would let every 


one in the company know that he would be 


the Maſter of it, when he choſe to be at the 
trouble. Before he quitted the ſcenes, he 
ordered the prompter to call a rehearſal of 
the © Orphan” the next morning. When 
that hour arrived, the two gentlemen who 
were to play my lovers, Caſtalio and Poly- 
dore, in order to pay their court to Mr. 
Quin, did not think proper to appear. Mr. 
Rich, however, to convince them he would be 
obeyed, fined them more than the uſual 
mula. Even Serina, who was only an at- 
tendant upon tragedy Queens, ſmiled con. 
temptuouſly on the poor Orphan. | 

Mr. Rich kindly endeavoured, by every 
means in his power, to ſupport me under this 
mortifying oppoſition: and he took a ve 

effeftual method of doing it. The Sells 
of the theatrical ladies were at this period 
very indifferent. The Empreſſes and Queens 
were confined to black velvet, except on ex- 
traordinary occaſions, when . they put on an 
embroidered or tiſſue petticoat. The young 
ladies generally appeared in a caft' gown of 
ſome perſon of quality; and as at this epoch 
the women of that denomination were not 


bleſt with the taſte of the preſent age, and had 
much more Economy, the ſtage brides and 


virgins 
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virgins-often made their appearance in altered 


habits, rather ſoiled. As the manager had in 
his juvenile days made the fair ſex his principal 
ſtudy, and found the love of dreis their darling 


foible, he concluded that, as a true daughter 


of Eve, I was not exempt from it. He there- 


fore thought there could be no better method 


of putting me in a good humour with myſelf, 


and compenſating {or the affronis I had lately 


received, than by taking me to his mercer's, 
and permitting me to chooſe the clothes 1 was 
to appear in. A circumſtance which evinced 
his partiality, as he had always beerr unwilling 
to indulge even his firſt performers in this 
point. 


The following morning Caſtalio, and Poly- 


dore attended the rehearſal, but my brother 


Chamont was inexorable. Mr. Hall mumbled 
over Caſtalio, and Mr. Ryan whiſiled Polydore. 


This gentleman, from ho accident of having 


been ſhot in the mouth by ruffians, had a tre- 
mor in his voice, which, till you were accuſ- 
tomed to it, was very diſagreeable. But 


from his utility in playing every night, the 


dilcordance of it growing familiar to the ear, 
was not ſo diſpleaſing. I have ofien heard 
Mr. Garrick ſay, that the greateſt part of his 


merit in the charatter of Richard, aroſe from 


the obſervations he had made on Mr. Ryan's 


manner of playing it. Having an opportu- 
nity of ſeeing the piece performed at Drury- 


Lane-Theatre the night before my appearance 
1 made me more acquainted with the jeu de 


theatre, 
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theatre, thantwenty rehearſals would have done. 
The public, who always incline to the humane 
ide, and eſpouſe the cauſe of the injured, as 
ſoon as the treatment I met with was known, 
took umbrage at what they termed Hliberal 
proceeding towards a young attrels, and I 
believe in the end, the oppoſition that was 
formed. againſt me was of advantage to me. 
I own I was ſomewhat alarmed when I re- 
fleted on my preſumption in appearing in fo 
capital a charatter after the . Mrs. 
Cibber. 

At length the dreadful evening arrived. 
— But as 8 intereſting an event, the bare re- 
colleAion of which I ſtill tremble at, ſurely 
deſerves to be recorded in a letter by it- 
ſelf, I ſhall here om an end to this. 


Coma A. B. 
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Nov. 27, 17. 
"HE n evening at length arrived. 
Previous to it, Mr. Quin having in all 
companies declared it as his opinion, that I 
ſhould not ſucceed; and Mr. Rich, on the 
contrar having deen as laviſh | in my pratle ; 
the public curiolity was much more excited, 
than if there had been no contention about 
me. The curtain drew up to a ſplendid au- 
dience, which ſeldom happened at Covent- 
Garden-T heatre, except when a new or re- 
: vived pantomime was repreſented. 
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It is impoſſible. to deſcribe my ſenſations 
on my firſt entrance. I was fo much dazzled 
by the lights, and ſtunned by the repeated 
plaudits, that I was ſor fome time deprived 
both of memory and voice. I ſtood like a 
ſtatue. Till compaſſion for my youth, and 
probably ſome prepoſſeſſion for my figure, 
and dreſs, which was imply elegant, a circum- 


ſtance not very cuſtomary, induced a gentle- 
man, who was diQator to the pit, and there- 


fore ludicrouſly denominated Mr. Town * to 
call out, and order the curtain to be dropped, 
til I could recover my confuſion. 

This cauſed Mr. Quin to exult fo much, 
that Mr. Rich entreated me in the moſt-earneſt 
manner to exert my powers. But his en- 
treaties were ineffefiual. For -when I made 
the next attempt, my apprehenſions fo totally 
overpowered . me, that 1 could ſeareely be 


heard in the ſide-boxes. The applauſe, in- 


deed, vas ſo univerſal, during the firſt act, for 


what did not reach the ears of the audience, 
mr had I poſſeſſed my full powers of exertion, 


in * not have profited by them. 


e manager having pledged: Vine for 
my ſucceſs, he had planted all his 


different parts of the houſe, to 15 8 . he 
when he found that I was unable to raiſe my 


fpirits, he was as diſtrafted as if his own fate, 
and that of his theatre, bad ee 0 it. 


, | 14 * Mr, Chiuy. 
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He once more had recourſe to perſuaſion and 
encouragement ; but nothing could rouſe me 
from my ſtupidity till the fourth act. This 
was the critical period which was to determine 
my fate. By this criterion was I, as an attreſs, 
to ſtand or fall. When, to the aſtoniſhment 
of the audience, the ſurpriſe of the perform- 
ers, and the exultation of the manager, I 
felt myſelf ſuddenly inſpired. I blazed out 
at once with meridian ſplendour ; and I ac- 
quitted myſelf throughout the whole of this 
moſt arduous part of the character, in which 
even many veterans have failed, with the 
greateſt eclat. LED ES 
Mr. Quin was fo faſcinated (as he expreſſed 
himſelf) at this unexpeRted exertion, that he 
waited behind the ſcenes till the concluſion of 
the act; when lifting me up from the ground 
in a tranſport, he exclaimed aloud; © Thou 
art a divine creature, and the true ſpirit is 
* in thee.” The audience, likewiſe, honoured 
me with the higheſt marks of their approbation. 
As for Mr. Rich, he expreſſed as much triumph 
upon this occaſion, as he uſually did on the 
ſucceſs of one of his darling pantomines. 
The performers, who, half an hour before, 
had looked upon me as an objeR of pity, now 
crowded around me to load me with compli- 
ments of gratulation. And Mr. Quin, in order 
to compenſate for the contempt with which he 
had treated me, was warmer, if poſſible, in his 
eulogiums, than he had been in his * 
This, 
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This, 1 own, appears to be a bold aſſertion, as 
the pungent ſalt of his ſatire often got the better 
of the goodneſs of his heart ; which I have 
reaſon to think one of the beſt that ever in- 
habited mortal's boſom. 

The novelty of ſuch ſucceſs W a 
child (for-from my appearance I could not be 
judged to be ſo old as I really was) againſt the 
united force of a Garrick and a Cibber, attratt- 
ed the notice of the public ſo much, that the 
piece was performed three nights ſucceſſively. 
This was a ſingular circumftance at that time, 
as the Orphan“ was an old play, much hack- 
neyed, and ſupported by only one character. 
For though Mr. Quin was moſt juſtly, cele- 
brated, as I have already obſerved, in every 
 charaQer which his figure and time of life ſuit- 
ed, yet as he was now near ſixty, and rather 
corpulent, he certainly was a very unfit bro- 
ther for a girl of my age. So flattering a re- 


ception, it may be naturally ſuppoſed, elated 


a heart rendered vain by praiſes ſurpaſſing my 
moſt ſanguine expedtations. 

Mr. Quin being thus become my friend, 
he made inquiry relative to my mother's 
character and circumſtances, with which he 
appeared to be totally unacquainted, not- 
withſtanding ſhe had performed at the ſame 
theatre with him for years. Being fatished 
with the inquiries he made, he was deter- 
mined not to oblige by halves. Finding I 
was the reputed daughter of his old 17 

Lor. 
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Lord Tyrawley, in order not to alarm our 
fears, or mortiſy the dignity of our minds, 
he encloſed a bank bill in a blank cover, and 
ſent it to my mother by the penny-polt. 
And not ſatisfied with having adminiſtered to 
our wants, he took every opportunity of ſhew- 
ing us reſpect. In particular, he favoured 
me with a general invitation th the fuppers be 

ſually gave four times a week; enjoining me 
at the ſame time never to come alone; be- 

cauſe,“ as he Jocularly ſaid, he was not too 
old to be cenlured.” 

All the literati of the age frequented theſe 
parties, where wit, repartees, bon-mots, con- 
viviality, and good cheer, went hand in hand. 
The converſation at theſe repaſts turned on 
the literary productions of the day. And as 
moſt of the gentlemen preſent were themſelves 
authors, they either candidly acknowledged 
the merit of the works which were the ſubject 
of diſcuſſion, or with perfect good- breeding, 
and true critical knowledge, pointed out their 
defects. 

alt is worthv of remark, that all charaers 
have their bright and ſhaded parts. The. 
more ſplendid the one, the deeper generally 
are the traits of the other. Thus it was 
with Mr. Ouin; who, with the moſt liberal 
mind and benevolent heart, had his whims, 
his prepoſſeſſions, and his prejudices; many 
of which he frequently expreſſed in language 
ſomewhat too ſarcaſtic, and not over delicate. 


4 But 
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But perfeCtion is not to be expefed in this 


tranſtory ſtate. 
From ſome paſſages in ſeveral of the fore- 


going letters, it may be obſerved, that learned 


converſations were not unacceptable to me. 
And I found my judgment more enlightened 


by the remarks made at Mr. Quin's petits 
Joupers, than if I had read all the literary 
productions which made their appearance at 
that time. Mrs. Jackſon uſually did me the 


honour to accompany me there; where ſhe 
one evening met with a relation ſhe had not 
ſeen for ſome years ; and who ſhould this be, 
but Mr. Thomſon, a gentleman not leſs cele- 
brated for his goodneſs, than for his admira- 
ble poetical works, The Seaſons, &c.” 


Whilſt Mr. Quin is the immediate ſubje&t 


of my. pen, 1 will beg leave to relate an 


anecdote of him, which will be for ever im- 


printed on my memory, and does infinite ho- 
nour to his. During the time he had the 
chief direction at Covent-Garden Theatre, 
he revived © The Maid's Tragedy,” written 
by Beaumont and Fletcher. In it he played 
the character of Melantius; Mrs. Pritchard, 
Evadne ; and mylelf, Aſpaſia. One day, after 
the rehearſal was finiſhed, he deſired to ſpeak 
with me in his drefling-room. As he had 


always carefully avoided ſeeing me alone, I 
was not a little ſurpriſed at ſo unexpected an 


invitation. My apprehenſions even made me 


fear that I had, by ſome means or other. 


offended 
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offended a man, whom I really loved as a 
father. My fears, however, were not of 
long duration. For as ſoon as I had entered 
his dreſſing-room, he took me by the hand, 
with a ſmile of ineffable benignity, and thus 
addreſſed me; My dear girl; you are vaſtly 
„followed, I hear. Do not let the love of 


* finery, or any other inducement, prevail 
upon you to commit an indiſeretion. Men 


in general are raſcals. You are young and 
** engaging, and therefore ought to be doubly 


* cautious. If you want any thing in my 


*® power, which money can rg come 
to me, and Jay, James Quin, give me 
ſuch a thing,” and my purſe ſhall be always 


* at your ſervice.” Ihe tear of gratitude 


ſtood in my eye, at this noble inſtance of 
generoſity ; and his own gliſtened with that of 
humanity and ſelf-approbation. | 


With a ſtory, ſo much to the honour of 


that worthy man, and ſo pleaſing, even in 


recollettion, to myſelf, will I conclude this 
lettef, 


| G. A. B. 


LETTER 
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HAT little merit I had, was ſoon af. 
ter rendered more conſpicuous by 


y undertaking the part of Eudoſia, in 
The Siege of Damaſcus,” at a night's no- 
| tice, on the ſudden indiſpoſition of Mrs: 


Pritchard. Upon theſe occaſions, the au- 


dience are always peculiarly indulgent, and 


to I found them. The public thought they 


diſcovered from this promptitude, indelible 


marks of genius, much ſuperior to thoſe 
naturally. to be expected from a girl fo re- 
cently engaged in a profeſſion, a perfect 


knowledge of which was only to be attained 


by a length of time, and the cloſeſt appli- 


cation. . 


I had likewile, above this period, the 


happineſs to acquire the approbation and pa- 
tronage of two ladies of the firſt diſtinction; 

the late Dutcheſs of Montague, then Lady 
Cardigan, and her Grace of Queenſberry. 


Both theſe ladies favoured me with their 
ſapport; ſo far es to grace the theatre when 
ever I performed. An attention which was 
the more flattering, as the latter had not 


honoured a playhouſe with her preſence fince 


the death of her favourite Gay. 
As Mr. Rich could not afford, from the re- 
N of the theatre, to allow me a ſalary 
equal 


TVC 
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equal to the ſucceſs I met with, and the ca- 
pital parts I performed, he gave me a benefit, 
free of all expences, upon one of his own- 
nights, in order to prevent diſcord in the 
company. Though the public appeared to be. 
much intereſted in my favour, yet as I had 
but few friends, except thoſe who out of ci- 
vility to Mr. Quin eſpouſed my intereſt, I 
had very little reaſon to expect that it would 
prove lucrative. 3 1 
Some days before that fixed for my beng- 
fit, I received a meſſage whilſt I was at the 
theatre, to be at Queenſberry-Houſe the next 
day by twelve o'clock. As I thought it 
likewiſe incumbent on me to wait on the 
Counteſs of Cardigan, who had honoured . 
me with equal marks of approbation, I 
dreſſed myſelf early, and, taking a chair, 
went-firſt to Privy-Garden. I had there eve- 
ry reaſon to be pleaſed with the reception her 
lady ſhip. gave me, who joined politeneſs to 
every virtue. . „ ns, 
| But at Queenſberry-Houſe, my reception 
was far otherwiſe. Her Grace was determi- 
ned to mortify my vanity, before ſhe pro- 
moted my. intereſt. Quite elated with Lady 
Cardigan's flattering behaviour; I ordered 
the chairmen to proceed to Queenſberry- 
Houſe. Soon after the rat-tat had been 
given, and my-name announced to. the por- 
ter, the groom of, the chambers appeared. 
1 defired him to acquaint her Grace, that 1 
33 D was 
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was come to wait upon her. But how was- 
I furpriſed, when he returned and informed. 
me, that her Grace knew no ſuch. perſon! 
My aftoniſhment_ at this meſſage was greatly 
augmented, by the certainty I entertained of 
a ready admittance. I aſſured the domeſtic, 
that it was by the Dutcheſs's own direQions, 
I had taken the liberty to wait on her. To. 
which he replied, that there muſt have been 
ſome miſtake in the delivery of it. In this 
mortifying ſituation, I had nothing to do, 
but to return home. Ludicrous and humi- 


liating as the toregoing ſcene mult be, I can- 


not avoid relating it, as it way ſerve as a 
leſſon to many, Who too readily give way 
to the impulſes of vanity. Young: minds are 
naturally prone to it. Mine conſequently was. 
And this well-timed rebuke, however grating, 
was the. greateſt proof of regard her Grace 
could have given me. | 

I went home with no very pleaſing ſenſa- 
tions, as I expetted. to receive the taunts of 
a female relation upon the occaſion, who 
had lately arrived from Ireland,” and on 
whom my mother doated. As this perſon 
will be frequently mentioned in the courſe of 
my narrative, and was. the cauſe of many 1 | 
the inconveniences I afterwards ſuffered, it 
may not be amiſs to acquaint you, that _ 


deformed body was a fit receptacle for ker 
kT mind, 3 


According 
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According 0 Hogarth's rules, indeed, 
her perſon may be ſaid to abound in all the 
graces annexed to the idea of beauty, as ſhe 
had not a ſtraight line about her. And her 
mind was no leſs crooked than her body. 
She had taken a diflike to me on her firſt 
coming over; but for what reaſon I cannot 
account; and her averſion ſeemed to increaſe 
with my ſucceſs on the ſtage. To fuch a 
height was it now riſen, that it was the cauſe 
of much unhappineſs to me. So that 1 was 

at length obliged to complain to Mrs. Jackſen 
who requeſted my mother to provide for ker 
elſewhere, but without effect. 

According to my expectations, I had no 
forer returned from Queenſberry- - Houle, 

and informed my mother of the reception I 
had met with there, than this relation per- 
ſuaded her that the invitation was merely a 
chimera of my own brain, generated by my 
 inſupportable vanity. So virulent was her be- 


haviour, that in order to avoid her larcaſms, | 


1 pretended bufinefs at the theatre, in the 
evening, and went there. 

"Upon my-entering the Green-Room, I was, 
accolted by. Prince Lobkowitz, who was 
then here in a public character, requeſting a 
box at my benefit, for the corps diplomatique. 
After thanking his Highneſs for the honour 
intended me, I informed him they might be 
accommodated with a ſtage-box ; and ſendin 
1 the houſekeeper, delired he would make 
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an entry in his book to this purpoſe. But 
pow great was my ſurpriſe, when he acquaint - 
ed me I had not a box to. diſpoſe of; every 
one, except. thoſe of the Counteſs. of Car- 
digan, the Dutcheſs Dowager of Leeds, and 
Lady Shafteſbury, being retained for her 
Grace the Dutcheſs of Queenſberry. I could 
not help thinking but the man was joking, as 
he himſelf had delivered me the meſſage from 
her Grace the night before, and that 7 found 
to be a deception. He however ſtill perſiſted 
in what he ſaid, and further added, that the 
Dutcheſs had likewiſe ſent, for two hundred 
and fifty tickets. This made me more at a 
loſs to account for the cavalier e ene 1 
had received in the morning. 

Here, leſt you complain of the ban of 
my letters, I * leave off. 


L I T T E n Xl, 


Dec. 23, 17—. 


18 Highneſs Prince Lobkowitz con- 
deſcended to put up with a balcony 

for himſelf and friends; and I haſtened 
home, at once to make known to my mo- 
ther my good fortune, and to retaliate upon 
my inimical relation. To add to my ſatiſ- 
. when I. got home, I found a fo 2 
= rom 


from her Grace, deſiring I would wait upon 


her the next morning. This being ſuch an - 


evident proof of my. veracity, which it had 
given me inexprefhble uneafineſs to have 


doubted, I experienced proportionable plea- | 


ſure fend it. 


I was, notwithſtanding, fo apprehenſive of 
meeting with a ſecond mortification, that 1 
determined to walk to Queenſberry-Houſe, 


to prevent any perſon's being a witnels to it, 
ſhould it happen. I accordingly ſet out on 
foot, and was not totally free from pertur- 
bation when I knocked at the gate. 1 was, 
however, immediately uſhered to her Grace's 
apartment, where my reception was as ſingular 
as my treatment had been the day before; 
her Grace thus accoſting me: Well, young 
% woman I What buſineſs had you in a chair 


** Veſterday ?—lt was a fine morning, and you 


* might have walked. You look as you 
© ought to do now” (obſerving my linen-gown). 
Nothing is {6 vulgar as wearing filk in a 

*© morning. —Simplicity beſt becomes youth. 
* And you do not ſtand in need of orna- 
** ments. Therefore dreſs always plain, except 
* when you are upon the ſtage.” 
| Whilſt her Grace was talking in this man- 
ner to me, ſhe was cleaning a picture; which 
I officiouſly requeſting her permiſſion to do, 
ſhe haſtily replied, © Don't you think I have 


+ domeſties enough if I did not chooſe to 


do it myſelf: Sl I apologized for my 
D 3 enn. 
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preſumption, by informing her grace that 
J had been ſor ſome time at Jones's, where 
J had been flattered that J had acquired a 
tolerable proficiency in that art. The Dutcheſs 
upon this exclaimed, Are you the girl 1 
* have heard Cheſterfield ſpeak of?“ Upon 


my anſwering that I had the honour of being 


known to his Lordſhip, ſhe ordered a canvals 
bag to be taken out of her cabinet, ſaying, 
No perlon can give Queenſberry leſs than 

gold. There are two hundred and fifty 
6 guineas, and twenty for the Duke's tickets 
*« and mine, but I muſt give you ſomething 
« for Tyrawley's ſake.” She then took a bill 
from her pocket-book, which having put into 
my hands, ſhe told me her coach was ordered 
to carry me home, leſt any accident ſhould 
happen to me, now 1 had ſuch a ene 
about me. 

Though the i. of ber Grace 
whim, as it might juſtly be termed, was 
more pleaſing than the beginning of it, and 
her munificence much greater than that of 


tze Counteſs of Cardigan, yet I muſt ac- 
knowledge I was much better pleaſed with 


the reception 1 met with from her ladyſhip, 
who honoured me with her protection whilt 
I continued on the ſtage. _ en 


There is a manner in conferring obliga- 


tions which renders them doubly valuable. 
The moſt beneficent actions loſe their worth 
when 6 with a a diſguſting! ſenſe. of 


ſuperiority ; : 
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ſuperiority ; whilſt the ſmile of courteſy makes 
even trivial favours acceptable. 

My benefit ſurpaſſed my moſt ſanguine ex- 
pectations. And as I had by this time many 
who profeſſed themſelves my admirers, they 
had, upon this occafion, an opportunity of 
ſhewing their generoſity without * my 
delicacy. 

Among thoſe who paid me the preateſt de- 
gree of attention was Lord Byron, a noble- 
man who had little to boaſt of but a title, and 
an agreeable face; and Mr. Montgomery, 
now Sir George Metham. As I would not 
lien to any propoſals but marriage and a 
coach, Mr.. Montgomery honeſtly told me, 
early in his devoirs, that he could not. comply 
with the firſt, as his only dependance was on 
his father, whoſe conſent he could not hope 
to procure; and as for the latter, he could 
not afford it. Having come to this ecclair- 
ciſſement, he immediately retired. into, York- 
ſhire. - The generous condu@ of this gentle- 
man-(whoſe paſſion I was well convinced was 
fincere) in not attempting to deceive me, 
made an impreſſion 1 . mind greatly" in 
his favour. | - 

As my next epiſtle i is to contain ſtrange and 
ſurpriſing adventures, and theſe not the pro- 
duce of the writer's imagination. but as true 
as wonderful, I will beg your permiffion to 
break off here; and left you accuſe me of a 
want of variation in the concluſion of my 

_D4 letters, 
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letters, I ſhall end this in the good old n 
way: So no more at preſent, from, Madam, 
Your ; pumble fervant, to > command, 


C. A. B. 


nnn xl: 


Jan, I, 17—. 

Te L EA M of cheerfulneſs coming over 

me Juſt as I was finiſhing my laſt letter, 

1 concluded it in rather too humorous a man- 

ner. I now return to my hiſtory, and that 

_ gloom which the recollection of my _ 
tunes naturally brings with it. 

Lord Byron ſtill purſued me; and as bis 

vanity was hurt at my rejeQing him, he 

formed a reſolution to be revenged of me for 


=; inſenſibility. His Lordſhip was very in- 


timate with a perſon who was a diſgrace to 
nobility; and whoſe name I ſhall conceal 

through tenderneſs to his family. This noble- 
man was Lord Byron's confidential friend; a 
word as often miluſed as that of lover; by ſuch 
as are unacquainted with thoſe delicate feel- 
ings which are eſſentially neceſſary to conſtitute 


either real friendfhip or love. To this friend 
Lord Byron committed the execution of his 
revenge. The Earl of ———, which was 
the. tule of this infamous pander, had believ- 
ed bal to * in love th a young lady, 

between 
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between whom and myſelf there was the 
ſtriteſt intimacy. And he imagined it would 
promote his deſigns upon her, could he firft 


accompliſh my fall from the paths of prudence 5 


and virtue. wn | Lt hte? 

For this purpoſe his lordſhip que 
called at Mrs. Jackſon's, though much againſt 
my mother's inclinations. But as he had been 
conſtanily a dangler behind the ſcenes durin 


her engagement at the theatre, and had occa- 


ſionally given her franks, ſhe admitted his 
viſits. It was however with ſuch viſible re- 
ſerve, as muſt have convinced him they were 
far from agreeable. But the confidence of 
_ nobility making him. aſſured, his Lordſhip 
_ perſiſted in calling, in defiance of her cool- 
neſs. My mother had ſtrictly enjoined me 
to break off my intimacy with the young lady 
who was the object of the Earl's purfuit, on 

_ account of her levity ; and becauſe, though 
by birth a' gentlewoman, ſhe had degraded: 
herſelf, by becoming the ft of a lady 
of quality who had frequently eloped from 
67777 errno 
My mother at this period was become a 
confirmed devotee. Religion engroſſed fo: 
much of her time, that in the evening ſhe 
was ſeldom viſible. Upon this account, and 
from Mrs. Jackſon's accompanying me ſo fre- 
quently to Mr. Quin's ſuppers, that lady con- 
ferred a great part of the friendly regard ſhe 
had once borne my mother, to me. But, 
8 D 5 alas! 
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alas! I was not to profit long by this revolution. 
My happineſs was to be as tranſient as the ſun- 
ſhine of an April day. This part of my mother's 
fortune, at leaſt, I inherited; and like her was 

conſtantly experiencing the viciſſitudes of life. 
The following anecdote will however ſhew 
that my misfortunes were not always the conſe- 
quence of my own imprudent conduct, but 
ſometimes of ſuch deep-laid plans of -villainy 
and deception, as it was impoſſible for an unex- 
perienced girl, at my time of Ie, to yard 
againſt. 

One Sunday evening, hen his mob 
Forl well knew my mother would be engaged, 
he called to inform me that Miſs B——, 
the young lady before mentioned, was in a 
coach at the end of Southampton-Street, and 
deſired to ſpeak with me. Without ſtaying 
to put on my hat or gloves, I ran to the coach; 
when, to my unſpeakable ſurpriſe, I found 
myſelf ſuddenly hoiſted into. it by his Lord- 
hip, and that the coachman drove off as faſt 
as * horſes could gallop. 

My aſtoniſhment for ſome time deprived 
me of the power of utterance; but when I was 
a little recovered, I gave free vent to my re- 
_ proaches. Theſe his Lordſhip bore with a 
truly philoſophic indifference, calmly telling 

me that no harm was intended me; and that 
I had better conſent to make his friend Lord 
Byron happy, and be happy myſelf,. than op- 
pole my good fortune. To this he added that 


his 
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his friend was ſhortly to be married to Miſs 
Shaw, a young lady poſſeſſed of a very large 
fortune, which would enable him to provide 
bandſomely for me. I was ſo ſtiuck with the 
inſolence of this propoſal, that J remained or 
lome time quite ſilent. | 

At length the coach ſtopped in a 088 
place at the top of North-Audley-Street, front- 
ing the fields. At that time Oxford - Street did 
not extend ſo far as it does at preſent. Here the 
Earl got out, and took me into his houſe. He 
then went away, as he ſaid, to prepare a lodg- 
ing for me, which he had already ſeen at a 
Mantua-Maker's in Broad-Street, Carnaby- 
Market, and to which he would come back 
and take me. He aſſured me the miſtreſs of 
the houſe was a woman of charafter; and 


added, with the moſt dreadful imprecations, 


that no violence was intended. 
His Lordſhip now left me. And as the fear 


of great evils baniſhes every leſſer conſidera- 
tion, I determined to wait the reſult, with all 


the patience I was poſſeſſed of. The dread of 
being left alone in that ſolitary place, was no- 
thing when compared with my apprebenſions 
from the machinations' of two noblemen fo 
determined and ſo powerful. Terror how- 
ever ſo totally overwhelmed my rind, has I 
remained in a ſtate of ſtupefattion. Fa 
It was not long before his Lordſhip re- 
warned ; and with him came the perſon 1 
a D. 6 . 
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leaſt expetcd to "FIRING own brother. Good 
heavens ! what comfort, at ſo critical a junc- 


ture, did the ſight of him afford me! I inſtant» 


ly flew into his arms; but was repulſed by him 


in ſo violent a manner, that I fell to the 


ground. The ſhock of this unexpected re- 
pulle, juſt as I hoped to have found a protector 
in him, was more than my ſpirits were able to 


bear. Itdeprived me of my {enſes. On my re- 


turn to ſenſibility, the only object that preſent- 


ed ĩtſelf to my view was an old female ſervant, 
who told me ſhe had orders to convey me to the 


lodgi 


ing which had been prepared for me. 


The firſt thing I did was to make inquiry 
concerning my brother's coming ſo unexpett- 
edly. I was informed by the old woman, 
that he had beſtowed manual chaſtiſement 
upon my raviſher. But as he ſeemed to ſup- 


ſe that I had conſented to the elopemem, 
| had declared that he would never ſee me 

more, hut leave me to my fate. The woman 
added, that he had threatened the Earl and 
his aſſociate with a proſeeution, which had ſo 


intimidated her maſter, that he had given her 


orders to remcve me out of his houſe as ſoon 
as pollible ; as my being found there might 
make againſt him. | 

When we arrived in 8 1 . 
vered, to my great ſatisfaQion, that the miſ- 
treſs of the houſe,, whoſe name was Mirvan, 
worked for me as a Mantua-Maker, t 


J was til now unacquainted with her place 


of 
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of reſidence. I told her my ſtory ſimply as 
it had happened; and my appearance, as 


well as my eyes, which were much ſwelled 
with crying. was an undeniable teſtimony” 


of the truth of my aſſertions. 1 85 
I afterwards learnt the following circum+ 


ſtances relative to my brother, about whom 
I was more anxious than- for myfelf, as 1 had 


a great affection for bim. We had long ex- 
petted him to return from ſea, he having 
been abroad ſor ſome years ;- and by one of 
thoſe extraordinary freaks of fortune which 
are not to be accounted for, he got to the 
top of - Southampton-Street juſt as the coach 
was driving off with me. I ſhould have 
termed his coming providential, had he net 
 faffered his ſuſpicions to get the better of his 
affection, and thus counteracted the appa- 
rent deſigns of Providence in affording me 
relief. n 
le had reached Southampton- Street, as I 
have juſt ſaid, nearly about the time 1 was 
forced into the coach; and ran to reſcue the 
perſon thus treated, hitle imagining it was 
his own ſiſter; but the furious driving of the 
coachman rendered his deſign abortive. Up- 


pon this he proceeded to Mrs. Jackſon's houſe, 


and had ſcarcely inquired for me; than that 
Lady cried out, Oh fly, Sir, to her relief; 
Lord ◻!Hhas this moment run away 
* with her.“ My brother hearing this, con- 
cluded I muſt have been the perſon he had 
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zuſt ſeen carried off. But knowing it would 


- be impoſſible to overtake the coach, he 


thought it more prudent to go direcliy to 


the Earls houſe. Not finding him at home, 


he walked about within fight of the door, 
till his Lordſhip returned, when he aceoſted 
him in the manner before related. From 
the Earl of - 's my brother went to 


Marlborough- 3 to Lord Byron's; and ac- 


cuſing him of being concerned with the Earl 
in ſedueing his ſiſter, his Lordſhip denied 


having any knowledge of the affair, which 
he ſolemnly aſſerted upon his honour ; declaring 


at the ſame. time, as indeed he could do with 
a, greater degree of truth, that he had not 
ſeen me that evening. 


My brother placing an implicit 1 


In the aſſertions of Lord Byron, grew en- 
raged againſt me; and without making any 
inquiries, whether I was really culpable upon 


this occaſion or not, concluded me to be. de- 
praved enough to enter into an illicit con- 
nection with an old unprincipled married 
man. Giving me over therefore as a loſt 


abandoned girl, he immediately ſet out for 
| Portſmouth, and left me unprotected. This 
1 may juſtly / conſider as the moſt unfortu- 


nate event I had hitherto experienced; for 
being deprived of his protection at a time 


when it was ſo exremely requiſue to my re- 
eſtabliſhment in life, 1 was left open to the 
altacks of very inſolent pretender, whoſe 


1 audacity, 
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audacity his very character, as he was diſ- 
tinguiſned for his W would have re- 
prefled. * © | 

Being g to break the dined of fo 
intereſting a part of my hiſtory, I have made 
this a very long letter, but as a breathing place 
here preſents itſelf, I will, with your permit 
Ins, avail myfelt- 155 it and conclude, 


6. 4. b. 
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LIE rn Ann, 
(1 + Jong 18, 17—. 
1 IY: N 8 * my elopement had 
been moſt groſsly miſrepreſented in the 
news-payers. Every thing that ill- nature 
could ſuggeſt; was laviſhly beſtowed upon 
me, notwithſtanding J was innocent of the 
leaſt: depravity of the kind imputed to me, 
even in thought. I wrote to my mother to 
endeavour to retrieve her favour, which I 
had ſo unmeritedly loft; but ſhe returned 
my letters unopened. I had no apparel but 
what I had on, and the relation I have men- 
tioned prevented any from being ſent me. 
The vexation and fright which my diſap- 
pearance had occafioned to Mrs. Jackſon, 3 
- affeQted that lady ſo much, that ſhe was con- oo 
ined to her bed; elſe I might have expected ! 
her kind interference 3 in my behalf, 4 
E541 : ; | Mrs.. 
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Mrs. Mirvan, the perſon where I lodged, 


very obligingly procured me neceſſaries, and 


did every thing in her power to comfort me. 


But her endeavours were ineffeftual. I could 


not forbear viewing with horror my wretched 
fituation, every hope being now extinguiſhed, 


as my mother's miſguided tenderneſs had ex- 


poſed me, in the courſe of two days, to the 
eenſure of the whole town. 


What was now to be done! I had no 
friend, no perſon to look up to for protec- 


tion. Though every circumſtance tended to 
exculpate me; and though Mrs. Mirvan 
could vouch for me, that I had not received a 
viſit from a ſingle perſon ſince 1 had been in 


her houſe; any delarations of my innocence 


would be now needleſs; for to whom could: 


I make them? My mother was inexorable to 


every application; Mrs. Jackſon. was not 


- within the reach of application; my inveterate 


kinſwoman, like another Cerberus, guarding 
every avenue; my brother had left town; 


and I was too much depreſſed by the public 
ſcandal to attempt a reinſtatement in the thea- 
trical line. 1 
- The anguiſn 40 mind I felt from Al theſe 
| conſiderations. ſo greatly affected my frame, 
that a flow fever was the conſequence, which 
- r brought me to the grave. 


1 The Ring of Nandet Arikes her venom! 3 ? 
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And never did poor ereatute ſuffer more 
ſhame and diſtreſs of mind from a real crime, 
than I did from a oppoſed ns” 

The fever at length yielding to my youth 
and the goodneſs of my conſtitution, I was 
ordered inte the country by my phyſician, 
for the re-eſtabliſhment of my ſtrength. As 
1 needed ſome pecuniary aſſiſtance to do 
this, having no money with me, Mrs. Mir- 
van kindly offered to ſupply my wants, and 
I was neceſſitated to accept bf her offef, 
Afier confidering for ſome time of a proper 
place to reſort to on this oceaſion, I fixed 
on paying a viſit to a female relation of my 
mother's, who lived at Braintree in Effex. 
The family of this relation being Quakers, 
there was little probability of their having 
heard of my diſgrace. A few months be- 
fore, a ſiſter of Mrs. Clarke's; which was my 
couſin's name, bad bequeathed me three 
hundred pounds, on condiries that I fiever 
went on the ſtage; but my engagement at 
Covent-Garden having diſannulled her legacy, 
it had never been claimed. 

As ſoon as I was enabled by m my kind hoſ- 
tels to make proper preparation for m. 
journey, I ſet out in the ftage-coath ; taking 
care to obſerve the leſſon, with regard to my 
dreſs, which her Grace of Queenſberry had 
given me; that is, I had adopted Horace' s 
maxim of fimplex munditiis. This attention 

to the mr city and neatneſs of my apparel 
| anſwered 
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anſwered a pu urpoſe I had not ſoreſeen 
or deſigned; it ſo far deceived Mrs. Clarke, 


that ſhe concluded I was one of her own 


ſeQ, which procured me the. more. cordial 
reception. The whole family were fo pre- 
Judiced . in my. favour by this unintended 
"deception, that the beſt of every b 


„Clarke- Hall afforded was beſtowed upon me 


Wich the greateſt cheerfulneſs. I had not in- 
deed dreſſed my ſelf with the ſtudied for- 
mality of a rigid Quaker, but only ſo plain 
and neat as to entitle me to the denomination 
of a wet Quaker; a diſtinction that ariſes 
chiefly from the latter's. wearing  ribbands, 
gauzes, and laces. I admire many of the 


Principles. of this apparently honeſt, fincere, 
and cleanly people; but have not many in- 
ſtances fallen . within .your obſervation, Ma- 
dam, where a broad: brimmed hat and fad 


coloured coat, or a green apron and plain 
linen, have covered a prouder heart than 


all the gay pomp of a birth-day ſuit ? I think 


1 have been able to make ſuch a remark more 
than once. 


My. pallid countenance e ee a face 


f indication of my having been ill, and of the 


neceſſi there was for my coming into the 


country; this, added to the natural want of 


curiolty in my couſins, prevented me from 


being obliged to frame excuſes for my viſit. 


They luckily ſuppoſed I came to claim my 


legacy, and received me with great good- 


5535 1 ͤĩ ?᷑kͥ́̈⁵́!JPF will. ä 


will. The day after my arrival, they paid 


me the intereſt due on it, which enabled me 


to remit the friendly Mrs, Mirvan a part of 
what I ſtood indebted to her; and in a few 
days, without inquiring whether I had not 
ſorfeited it, they paid me the whole ſum. 


þ: acknowledge that J made no ſeruple of re- 


ceiving what they did not ſtand in need of, 


as they were in very opulent circumſtances, 
and had no children. 


Alfter the perturbations 1 had lately expe- 


mne this ſweet place appeared a paradiſe 


to me. Peace, plenty, content, and inno- 


cence, accompanied by cheerfulneſs, their 


ſure attendant, ſeemed to have taken uf 
their abode here, preferring this humble 
ſituation to the lofty domes and ſplendid cares 
of higher ranks. And here for ſome time 1 
enjoyed perfect tranquillity.- 


Thus tranquil and happy, I I will put an 650 


to my letter, before any rude reverſe. breaks 
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vered that not the leaſt veſtige remained 
of my. illneſs. The apothecary, who had 
n ane me, was of che ſame mung as 
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3 -6 couſins; and being deceived, as they had 
by the Quakeriſhneſs of my dreſs, 
ene the new coined word) ſeemed to 
Jhew a partiality in my favour, which my re- 
lations did not diſcourage. At the annual 
fair, which in thoſe country places is the 
ſeaſon of feftivity and enjoyment, my for- 
mal ſuitor gave my relations and mylelf an 
invitation to his houſe, which he had deco- 
Tated with flowers, and Rored with every good 
thing that was to be purchaſed, to ſhew his 
regard for me. But that blind lady, dame 
Fortune, who diſpenſes both her favours and 
her frowns ſometimes in a ſtrange manner, was 
determined I ſhould not enjoy my  prefem 
tranquillity long. In an ill-natured fit; ſhe 
brought about an event, which deprived me 
at once of my couſin's favour, and N ad- 
'mirer's attachment. 4 
The well-known, Zachary Moore, ab diſ- 
tinguiſhed for his misfortunes as his diſſipa- 
tion, happened accidentally to be, at this 
period, in the neighbourhood of the place to 
which we had been invited; and, unluckily 
for me, to be introduced by a friend to the 
apothecary, to ſhare in the fealt of which we 


partook. This gentleman had once been 


poſſeſſed of an income of twenty-five thou- 
ſand pounds per annum. But not being en- 


dowed with a proportionable ſhare of pru- 


= dence, he found himſelf at length reduced, 
through his own tes. cane and the chi- 
canery 


— 


q. A. 11 LAM. 
canery of his ſteward, to the moſt humi- 
liating neceſſity. And what is very extraor- 
dinary, the wretch who had thus juggled Him 
out of a princely fortune, had the audacity 
to propoſe to him to take his daughter to 
wife; on which condition he would agree 
to return him back the whole of the eſtate he 
had deprived him of. Mr. Moore nobly, in 
my opinion, rejedted the diſgraceful offer. 
The generality of his acquaintance, how- 
ever, notwithſtanding they could not but 
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admire his magnanimity upon the occaſion, 1 
blamed an imprudence, in conſequence of 1 
which he was neceſſitated, at forty years of i 
age, to accept of an enſigney in a regiment 1 
that was ordered o Gibraltae. ] 
How embittered muſt be the reflections of a A 


perſon capable of ſuch imprudence and in- i 
attention! The loſs of an eſtate of ſuch im- 
menſe-value could not have been completed 
without numberleſs inſtances of both. And 
though the chicanery of his fteward may be 
conſidered as ſome palliation of Mr. Moore's 
want of attention; indolence in the extreme 
muſt have marked the progreſs of it. A pro- 
per attention to the prudential concerns of liſe 
without meanneſs and avarice on the one hand, 
or indolence and profuſeneſs on the other, is 
a duty which every perſon of property owes_ 
to himſelf, to his connections, and to the 
»mmunity at large. But to return from this 
digreſſion. e 


Nothing 
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Nothing happened to interrupt the, har- 
mo ny of the company, or that could give 


me uneaſineſs, till the aſternoon; when upon 
Mr. Moore's | acquaintance whiſpering to 
him, chat I was a wet Quaker, for whom his 


friend the apothecary had an inclination, 
that gentleman, without intending me any 
injury, gave way to his volatile diſpoſition, 
and thus exclaimed loud enough to be heard 
by. the whole company. A wet Quaker, 


* indeed! It is Miſs Bellamy the celebrated 
„ aQtreſs, who met with ſo much applauſe the 


« laſt winter at Covent-Garden- Theatre!“ 


The confuſion viſible in my countenance; as 


ſoon as he had made this diſcovery, con- 


vinced him that he had committed ſome 


error; but, like Marplot, he could not * 
out what it was. 

As Mrs, Clarke took no I natice,” at the 
time, of the converſation that had juſt paſſed, 
J was in hopes ſhe had not attended to what 


Mr. Moore had ſaid. She, however, ſoon 


after ordered che carriage, and left her huſ- 
band, wha. loved his boitle, to enjoy the 
conviviality. of the gay Londoner. After 
we were gone, Mr. Clarke inquired more 


particularly concerning me; and learnt from 


Mr. Moore every thing relative to the unfor- 


tunate event which had lately befallen me. 
And upon that gentleman's adding that he 


believed all the wor Id now concluded me 
innocent, my relation, who, though a Qua- 


wich 1 ker, 
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ker, did not want pride, and whoſe courage 
was now rouſed by the juice of the grape, 
thought, as a branch of his wife's family, 1 
was entitled to his protettion. He accord- 
ingly returned home, fully determined to 
inter poſe in the affair, and avenge the i- treat- 
ment [ had received. | 

A lady of my coulin's acquaintance being 
in the chaiſe: with us, ber preſence prevented 
any diſagreeable altercation during our re- 
turn. I own' I was not without my appre- 
henſions of having ſome diſpleaſing inter- 
rogatories put to me by Mrs. Clarke; but 
as ſhe always appeared to be of a dove-like 
diſpoſition, 1 had no idea that ſhe poſſeſſed 
the qualifications of a Xantippe, in the de- 
gree I afterwards found ſhe did. I had been 
told that ſhe was naturally of a jealous tem- 
per; but as ſhe and Mr. Clarke were both 
arrived at an age, when the feighday of the 
blood is ſuppoſed to be over, I doubted 
not but that ' paſſion had long ſince been 
eradicated from ber boſom: _ | 

As ſhe ſtepped out of the chaiſe, he hurt 
ber. foot ; obſerving this, I offered her my 
hand 'to aſſiſt her in getting into the parlour. 
But upon my preſenting it to ber, ſhe re- 
jected it with the dignity of a Tragedy 
Queen; uttering at the ſame time, wich a 
haughty accent, the word Avaunt.“ Sup- 
poſing the latter might be intended for the 
dog who ran to welcome his miſtreſs home, 


I took 
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I took no notice of it. But I was ſoon un- 
_ deceived in this conjecture. For we had no 
. fooner got into the houſe, than looking ſted- 
faltly in my face, ſhe addrefſed me in a man- 
ner, and in a language that I had not been 
accuſtomed to. Avaunt !” ſaid ſhe; © Thou 
art a child of iniquity — Thou haſt ſold thy- 
< ſelf to the impure one—Thou art an im- 
«* poltreſs.”—— Here I ſtopped: her ſhort, 
Duplicity was. a charge whine. F could not 
hear urged againſt me, without endeavour- 
ing to exonerate myſelf from. the imputa- 
tion, 1 therefore aſked ber in what I had 
impoſed. upon her ? and challenged her to 
prove that in any, of the converſations I had 
held with her, I had been guilty of a falſehood. 
As my, couſin really regarded me next to her 
huſband, ſhe now appeared ſorry for what ſhe 
had uttered, and was about to make an apo- 
logy ; but unfortunately, at. that criſis, Mr. 
Clarke came in. | 
He had; no ſooner. informed her of the 
whole of what he had heard relative to me, 
and made known to her the reſolution he had 
formed in conſequence. of it, than her rage 
in, an inſtant rekindled; and inſtead of the 
dove, ſhe once more reſembled a Meduſa. 
« Avaynt!” ſhe again cried, * avaunt! 
« Perdition, will follow. thee. Thou comeſt 
with all thy, frauds. to. ſeduce my beſt be- 
« loved. Satan, bath got hold of thee, as 
"mT well as thy. — VETO .F pray 
_ * thee, 
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© thee, leave my manſion.” Here her be- 
loved interpoſed, declaring, * That nothing 
fſhould prevent his going to the great city, 
„to make the bad man do me Juſtice, by 
taking me for his ſpouſe“ Didſt thou 
not tell me, John; . interrupted Mrs. 
Clarke, didſt thou not tell me, that the 
% wicked man had an helpmate ?” This 
was a part of the ſtory that my couſin John, 
through his inebriety, had forgotten. The 
obſervation, therefore, made by his wife, at 
once put a ſtop to his intended Quixotiſm. 
Finding here, from the ſilence which en- 
ſued, an opportunity to ſpeak, I told my/cou- 
fin, that after what had juſt paſſed, I could not 
think of ſpending another day under her roof. 
Not that I was offended at her accuſing me of 
an intention to ſeduce the conjugal fidelity 
of her beloved ſpouſe, the inſinuation being 
too Jaughable to give me a moment's uneaſi- 
neſs; but upon account of her reflection on 
my dear mother, whoſe name I would: not 
hear mentioned with diſreſpect. That, con- 
ſcious of my own innocence; I readily for- 
gave her for every crime ſhe had accuſed 
me of, except that of deception, which made 
too deep an impreſſion on my heart to be 
forgiven. Then aſſuming a very ſolemn air, 
in order, if poſſible, to make her repent of 
her illiberality, I thus went on; Madam, 
* I would have you to know, that 1 have 
a foul above all art,” 
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The moment I had uttered theſe words, 
Mrs. Clarke, with a tranſition both of coun- 
tenance and voice, that would have done ho- 
nour to the molt comic attreſs, thus put a 
ſtop to my vindication. Anne! Anne!“ 
ſaid ſhe, with the utmoſt placidity, perhaps 
„ thou doſt hold the faith of the Turks; 
„ who believe that women have no ſouls !” 
"The archneſs of her look, and her inex- 
preſſible manner, whilſt ſhe repeated this, 
-made me drop the conſequential air I had af. 
ſumed, and put an end to my anger. And 1 
-could not refrain from burſting out into an 
immoderate fit of laughter. Thus terminated 
our converſation; and we now parted, to retire 
to reſt. At our ſeparation, Mrs. Clarke 
ſhook my band three times, and took her leave 
for the night, with wiſhing me every good thing; 
the ſalutation uſually made uſe of by Quakers 
to their very beſt friends. But, notwithſtand- _ 
ing this proof of returning regard in the bo- 
ſom of my lately exaſperated couſin, I de- 
termined never to riſk ſuch another 3 
liating ſcene. 

What a quantity 1 de written M 
aching head and fingers have long ſince hint- 
ed to me, that it was time to finiſn this letter; 
but I was unwilling to do ſo, till I had 
ended the account of my ſojourning with my 

uaker relations. Having now done this, 


I 222 conclude, with wiſhing thee, 1 EN 
to 
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to my coulin's expreſſive and charitable. bene- 
dition, plenty Y 000 . 3 
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AROSE capt the next i b 
an intention of going to Ingateſtone, at 
which place lived a young lady, who during a 
viſit at my couſin's, had favoured me with a 
preſſing invitation to ſpend ſome time with her. 
Both my relations made uſe of their utmoſt 
perſuaſions to prevail upon me to ſtay with 
them longer; but when they found me reſo- 
Tute, they permitted me to go. Mrs. Clarke, 
however, inſiſted upon my accepting ſome 
preſents. . Among theſe was © Barclay's 
Apology,” which ſome years after proved 
of the moſt eſſential ſervice to me. I leſt 
Clarke-Hall about nine o'clock in my cou- 
ſin's chaiſe, and upon my arrival at Ingate- 
itone, found, to my great diſappointment, 
that Miſs White, which was the young lady's 
name, and all her family, were gone to 
London, to be preſent at the yearly. meeting 
of their ſect. Upon this I ordered the ſer- 
| vant to drive to the beſt inn; after which I 
diſcharged him, and ſent him home. | 

- Whilſt my dinner was getting ready, x 
ſauntered to the end of the town; and being 


5 ſtruck 
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ſtruck wich the proſpeR that appeared before 
me, I aſcended a hill at ſome diſtance, in 
order to have the more extenſive view. It 
is not in the power of language to do juſtice 
to the picture which here preſented itſelf, 
although but an inland country. At the 
bottom of the hill on which I ſtood, there 
Was a farm-houſe, ſurrounded with fields, that 
ſpoke the induſtry, as well as opulence of the 
owner; for I have obſerved that ſmall farms, 
occupied by indigent people, are ſeldom kept 
in that order. and neatneſs which large Ones 
ns gratifying my fight with this rural 
ſeene for ſome time, I thought, it proper to 
return. Before I had got far, I obſerved 
ſomething gliding towards me which ap- 
_ peared to be ſhining; and what ſhould it be 
| 5 a ſerpent, which my fear magnified to 
an enormous ſize. I ran to avoid it, and in 
my fright leaped over a ſtile; which J had 
no ſooner done, than a boy, who ſtood near 
it, deſired I would not proceed, as there was 
a very vicious bull in the adjacent paſture. 
Thus ſituated between Scylla and Charybdis, 
1 knew not which to run the riſk of, the 
beaſt or the reptile. But the boy aſſuring 
me the ſerpent ſhould not hurt me, as he had 
a good ſtick, and would defend me from it, 
1 choſe the lefler evil of the two, and was 
eſcorted by my ruſtic champion over the 


next field. My knight, however, had 12 
0 
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io much of the true ſpirit of chivalry in him, 


as to refuſe a gratification for his ſervices; 


and he returned as well pleaſed with a ſix- 
pence I beſtowed upon him, as ever knight- 
errant did with a ſcarf received from the 
bands of his fair miſtreſs at a tournament, 
or the thanks of a diſtreſſed damſel whom 
he had releaſed from che hands of her ra- 
viſner. 

As I walked the mender of the way to- 
wards the town, the thought being probably 


inſpired by the ſight of the ſerpent, I could 


not help imagining. my fituation ſimilar to 
that of our firſt parent Eve, on her expulſion 
from paradiſe ; wandering forlorn, without 
friends, or even a place of abode, and Pro- 
vidence alone my guide. Nay- worle did 1 
fancy my lot to be; as our great mother had 
a companion to cheer the tedious way, and 
partake of her future fortune; one who loved 
her ſo well, as voluntarily to forfeit his bliſsful 
ſtate, - to ' accompany her in her exile, and 
combat unknown evils, > Whilſt my Gde was 
| leſt all unguarded. 

My mind was fo totally 9 with theſe 
gloomy thoughts, that I ſhould have prolonged 
my walk till the declining ſun had warned me 
to return, had I not been apprehenlive of 
meeting more vicious bulls and venomous ſer- 
| pents. Urged, therefore, rather by fear than 
appetite, I re-entered the gate of the inn; 
and my landlady appearing to be a decent 

3 | woman, 
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woman, and very communicative, as I wiſhed 
to ſeek out an eligible reſidence in the town 
or neighbourhood, I requeſted the Ie of 
her company to dine with me. 

During our dinner, ſhe informed me that 
Lord Petre had a noble houſe and eſtate ad- 
Joining to that town; adding that his Lord- 
ſhip's: family was one of the worthieft in the 
world, although they were Roman-Catholics, I 
could not help ſmiling at this refervation ; 
which the obſerving, begged my pardon ;' 
ſay ing, I fear, Madam, you are one.” 
I replied, © I am indeed an unworthy one.“ 
As I ſpoke, the ſtarting tear gliſtened in my 
eye, at the recollettion of my remiſſneſs in 
the duties of the religion I proſeſſed. 1 
however ſmothered the upbraidings of my 
mind, and inquired who lived at the farm- 
| houſe which was fo pleaſantly: fituated at 
ſome diſtance from the town. She informed 
me that it belonged to a rieh farmer, but 
they were Popiſhes. I then defired ſhe would 
inſtrutt me in the diſtinction between Roman- 
Catholics and Papiſhes, as ſhe termed them. 
Lord, Miſs,” anſwered ſhe, *©* ſure you 
know the difference between a Hind and 
© Lord?” At any other time, the woman's 
curious explanation would have afloxded 
me ſome diverſion; but at preſent my 
mind was too much engroſſed by the wiſh 
10 obtain admiſſion into the farm I had 
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ſeen, to take that notice of her ep pig wit 
ſhe expetted. me to do.1 
I then informed her, that as I had come 
to Ingateſtone upon a viſit to Miſs White, 
and mould be very much diſappointed to re- 
turn without having ſeen her, I ſhould be 
greatly obliged to her, if ſhe could prevail 
on the farmer to board and lodge me ll that 
young: lady came back from London, 
That's impoſſible,” returned my hoſtels; 
for 1 end you are a Quaker inſtead of a 
* Catholic,” I aſſured her again that I was 
of that perſuaſion, and would foon convince 
the farmer's family that I was: ſo. A meſſens: 
ger was now dipatched to make inquiry 
whether my propoſal would be agreeable ; 
with whom Mrs. Williams, che farmer's 
wife, returned; and the good woman being 
as much pleaſed wür me as, I was with her, 
we ſoon came to an agreement. 
In the evening I went to my new . of 
abode ; where the firſt perſon. I faw-was my 
little champion, who ran to ſalute me. I was 
then introduced to all the family, which con- 
ſiſted of the farmer, his wife, two ſons, one 
of whom was a widower with two children, 
the other a bachelor, and ſeveral domeſtics. 
This was the ſtate of the family I was now 
become a member of; a family of induſtry 
and true happineſs. At night I was ſhown 
into a neat; bed- chamber, which had been 
| fitted up by the late Mrs. Williams, the! 
* _ _ widower's- 
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widowor's wife, in a ſuperior ſtyle to any 
other part of the houſe, for her'own uſe, and 
which 'I found flered with books, I ſhould 
not have expetted to meet with in ſuch a 
reſidence. This circumſtance gave me in- 
finite pleaſure, as my paſſion for reading was 
rather increaſed than relaxed, by my being 
debarred that enjoyment at Clarke-Hall. 
Morning and evening, Mr. Williams read 
prayers to the whole family, not a cow-boy 
being excuſed from attending. At our meals 
a cheerfulnels ſat on every countenance, ex- 
cept that of the widower, who ſeemed to re- 
tain a decent ſorrow for his late loſt partner. 
Mrs. Williams appeared to pay greater' at- 
_ tention to this fon than to the other; not, as 
ſhe ſaid, from her having more affection for 
him, but becauſe his ſituation had a claim 
| which the other, who was unthinkingly happy, 
had not. My. kind hoſt gained admittance 
for me on Sundays and holidays, into Lord 
Petre's chapel. * And in my preſent peaceful 
reſidence, partly owing to this circumſtance, 
I felt a tranquillity which I had never enjoyed 
ſince wy return m " e 4 5trage con- 
TAL tf5 6 I T5282 
From many e in my letters, parts. | 
cularly from the whole of this, you fee that 
I have attended to your injunktions of rela- 
ting the minuteſt circumſtances of my life. 
The minutiæ, you ſay, lead to the elucida- 
tion of greater events. I have, therefore, 
e Uo though 
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though they may be conſidered as frivolous 
by the public, when they are laid before 
them, and ſometimes may prove tedious to 
you, obeyed your commands, at the expence, 
perhaps, of my literary fame. Having made 
this obſervation, I will bid you, for the pre- 
lent, adieu! ; 
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Feb. 13, 17—» 
Dam my ſtay at * retired abode, I 


often wrote to my mother, but never 
could obtain an anſwer. I was the more fur- 
priſed at this, as Mr. Moore had informed my 
coufin Clarke, that it was generally believed 
that I was innocent of any acquieſcence in 

my elopement. After having reſided in this 
tranquil place for ſome weeks, I one evening 
took a walk to the field where the ſerpent had 
alarmed me, in order to enjoy once more the 
proſpett that had then fo delighted me. Upon 
this eminence there was a large tree, under 
the ſpreading boughs of which ſeats were 
placed for the accommodation of thoſe who 
came to enjoy the view; and on one of theſe 
I placed mylelf. Having tired the eye, and 
_ fatisfied the curioſity, I had recourſe to a book 
which I had brought with me, to prolong. my 
| 285 . indul- 
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indulgence on this ſweet ſpot. The book 
which I had put in my pocket, happened to 
be © Mrs. Rowe's Letters from the Dead to the 
Living; in which I read, till the ſubject 
had thrown a gloom over my mind. I aroſe 
to return home; when preſently I thought 
1 2 my mother's apparition making towards 
Her figure was ſo remarkable, and ſo 
e was the impreſſion of her beloved 
form imprinted on my memory, that I could 
not be deceived. I immediately conjectured 
that her ſilence had been occaſioned by her 
death; and, heated as my imagination was, 
by the ſubjett I had juſt been reading, con- 
cluded ſhe was come to upbraid me with. be- 
ing the occaſion of it. The ſuppoſition that 
I had been the fatal, though innocent, cauſe 
of her diſſolution, ſo overwhelmed my ſpirits, 
that I fell ſenſeleſs on the flowery carpet of 
nature. But what tranſports did I feel, to 
find myſelf, on my recovery, really claſped 
in her arms! It was ſhe herſelf. ** Happy, 
* happy hour!” I cried, enraptured, do I 
* once more receive the endearments of a 
parent!“ The voice of forgiveneſs could 
not have been more acceptable to me, 1 I 
really been culpable. + bk 
As foon as my perturbations at this unex- 
pedted happineſs were a little ſubſided, 1 
- inquired of my mother, what had occaſioned 
the - alteration in her ſentiments that I now 
ee, She informed me that her 


relation, 
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relation, who had proved ſuch an inveterate 
enemy to me, was lately dead; and that af- 
ter her deceaſe, they diſcovered that ſhe had 
ſecreted every one of my letters, the whole 
being found among her papers. My mother 
acknowledged that my ſilence had greatly 
exaſperated Mrs. Jackſon and herſelf againſt 
me, but ſtill ſhe could not help ſevergly re- 
proaching herſelf at times, for diſcarding a 
young creature like me, without having been: 
well aſſured of my guilt. | Had ſhe but re- 
flected a moment, ſhe ſaid, upon the cir- 
cumſtances attending my elopement, ihe 
mult have been convinced of my innocenee ;; 

for if I had been acceſlary to it, I ſhould 
have taken my little wardrobe and other ne- 
ceſſaries with me, as well as the profits ari- 
ling from my benefits; which I had inſiſted 
on her keeping in her poſſeſſion. Every 
circumſtance now, the conſeſſed, appeared 

in a different light, and pleaded as much in 
my behalf, as they had before, when: 
viewed through a falſe medium; ſeemed to 
condemn me. Being thus, continued 
my mother, from the diſcovery of my re- 
lation's treacherous conduct, and the teſti- 
mony of concurrent circumſtances, per- 
fealy convinced of your innocence, and: 
having likewiſe now obtained your ad- 
dreſs, I haſtened on the wings of maternal 
affection, to atone for my unkind and in- 
conſiderate behaviour. Finding you from. 
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home on my arrival at the farm, and Mrs. 
„ Williams pointing out the way you had 
taken, my impatience would not ſuffer me 
to wait your return“ | 
Aſter thanking my mother again and again, 
for this renewal of her tenderneſs, and hav- 
ing given her a juſt and true account of 
Ming which had befallen me ſince laſt 
L ſaw her, I could not help blaming her for 
ſuſpedling me, even for a moment, of deceit. 
Sincerity, 1 told her, I valued myſelf upon. 
She had been an inmate of my boſom from 
the fiſt hour that knowledge had darted her 
beams on my infant mind. That ſhe had 
bleſſed me through life with her loved ſoci- 
ety; and notwithſtanding her friendſhip had 
often colt me dear, yet I truſted ſhe would 
attend me to the grave. 
« .. Having thus eaſed our labouring 1 of 
the burthen which had ſat heavy on both for 
fo. long a time, we walked towards the farm. 
As we went along, I thanked, in many a ſi- 
lent ejaculation, that Being who had brought 
about this pleaſing revolution in my affairs; 
and that by ſuch unexpetted means. The 
_©* ways of Heaven indeed,” faid I, in a men- 
tal exclamation, * are dark and intricate. 
* Puzzled with mazes, and perplexed with 
** errors, our underſtanding traces them in 
„ yain; nor ſees with how much art the 


** windings run, nor where the regular con- 
fuſion ends. mY 
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It was with concern I heard from my 
mother that my good friend Mrs. Jackſon, 
who had been for ſome time a widow, had 
married again, very indiſcretely, to an Iriſh 
gentleman of the law, by name Kelly; and 
that ſhe was preparing to accompany him to 
Ireland. As my attachment to that lady 


was founded both on affection and gratitude, 


the intelligence I had juſt received imbit- 
tered in ſome. degree my newly-revived hap- 


pineſs. But as my mother's tendernels was 


now as exceſſive, as her reſentment had been 
vehement ; this, joined to the natural viva- 
city of my diſpoſition, foon reſtored my 
ſpirits to their uſual hilarity. 1 A800 

My mother having brought me apparel 


ſuited to the ſeaſon, vanity, which, notwith- 


ſtanding all my mortifications, was ſtall alive 
in my heart, impelled me to appear, the 
following Sunday, in a gayer dreſs than I had 


done ſince I had been here. It is true I had 
never loſt ſight of that plain neatneſs which 1 


had adopted upon coming into the country ; 
but the addition of ſome very fine laces given 


me by Mrs. Jackſon, and the being accou- 


tred, upon the whole, more fathionably, 
excited inquiries, which till now had never 
exiſted. Whilſt I was the neat, ſimple, 
ſilent, inoffenſive girl, I paſſed uncenſured ; 
and the good people with whom I reſided 


ſhewed me every reſpett, and doated upon 


me. But when, encouraged by the ſtranger 
XY who 
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who had come from London, I appeared the 


gay, fſprightly, well-dreſſed fine lady, they 
viewed me with pity mixed with contempt. 


From the behaviour of - theſe ruſtics may 
probably be acquired a ſurer criterion of. the 
garb and demeanour that betokens ſimplicity 
_ of. manners, and innocence of heart, than 
from all the ſcientific rules of philoſophy, 
or the moral precepts of divines. | 

Had I duly profited by this incident, 
which I ought to have conſidered as a well- 
meant reproof, I ſhould have been content 
with a humble line of life. But the happi- 
neſs attendant on ſimplicity and innocence, 
was not to be my lot. Pride prompted me 
to believe, that it was my indiſpenſable duty 
to ſupport my parent in a genteeler ſtyle than 
her penſion would admit of; and no other 


method preſented itſelf for doing this, than 


returning to my theatrical profeſſion. This 
- conſequently I/ concluded on. | 

I had no ſooner formed the reſolution of 
treading the ſtage once more, than the calm 
retreat I had lately been ſo fond of, grew 
irkſome to me.—Rural walks, moſs-grown 


ſeats, ſpreading trees, books, and contem- 


plation, loſt their charms.— The proſpects I 
had ſo often viewed with rapture and de- 


light, were no longer pleaſing to my eye. 
be ſtillneſs of a country life palled upon 
my imagination. — The wholeſome viands, 


the nut- brown. ale, the freſn - gathered fruits, 


the 
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the hearty. welcome; the cheerful gibe, and 


all the pleaſures of a ruſtic table, were now 


diſtaſteful to me.—I welcomed in idea; all 
the gay ſcenes into which I was about to 


enter, together with. their inſeparable con- 
comitants, noiſe, riot, diſſipation, folly, and 
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No O the great ſatisfaction of the farmer's 


1 honeſt family, who now viewed both 
my mother and me . with. ſuſpicious eyes, 
ſhe in a few days ſet off for London, whither 
I was ſoon to follow her. Upon her getting 
to town, ſhe was to procure me a lodging 
ſomewhere in the environs, and then to wait 
on Mr. Rich, to know whether he choſe to 
engage me again. As ſhe was going towards 
Covent-Garden for this purpoſe, ſhe acci- 
dentally met Mr. Sheridan; who having 
commenced manager of a theatre in Dublin, 
was come to England to raiſe recruits. That 
gentleman immediately inquired for me, ex- 
preſſing at the ſame time a deſire to engage 
me. My mother replied, that ſhe did not 
think it prudent to liſten to any propoſal, 

Ye till 
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till ſhe had firſt obtained the: conſent of Mr. 
Rich, to whom her daughter lay under the 


greateſt obligations. Mr. Sheridan acquieſ- 
cing in'this, my mother promiſed to acquaint. 
him with the reſult of her interview with 


Mr. Rich. 


My mother had no ſooner mentioned ber 


accidental meeting with Mr. Sheridan, and 
his wiſh to engage me, than Mr. Rich gave 
her, without the leaſt heſitation, at once a 
proof of his regard and his dilintereſtedneſs. 
He adviſed her by all means to accept the 
propoſal; as I ſhould not only receive the 
inſtructions of ſo great a maſter, but have 
an opportunity of appearing in every prin- 


cipal character, an advantage I could not be 


indulged with on a London ſtage ; the poſſeſ- 
ſion of parts at that time (except when per- 
mitted novices for a trial of their theatrical 
{kill} being conſidered as much the property of 
performers, as their weekly falary. 

Upon my arrival in town, a letter was de- 
livered 'me at the inn from 'my mother, 
wherein ſhe informed me that ſhe had taken 
a lodging for me at Chelſea; to which I 
drove. I found Mr. Sheridan there, and 
my engagement with him was ſoon conclud- 
ed. Having but a ſhort time allowed me to 
make the neceſſary preparations, and being 
as much aſhamed to appear before any per- 
ſon I knew, as if the ſcandal propagated 
* me bad * well founded, I leſt 

London 


„ A wile we wore — — 
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London without taking leave of any one. 


My heart indeed upbraided me with want of 


politenels, and with the higheſt degree of 
ingratitude, in not pay ing my reſpetts, be- 
fore 1 went, to Mr. Rich and to Mr. Quin, 


gentlemen to whom I lay under ſuch great 


and numerous obligations; but I could not 
ſo far overcome my baſhful e as to 
do it. 

In my agreement with Mr. Sheridan, I on- 
ly ſtipulated for one character, which I was 
apprehenſive my youth might be an objec- 
tion to, and which it is here neceſſary to 
mention, as it was afterwards productive of 

diſagreeable conſequences. It was the part 
of Conſtance in © King John.” A character 
which (although it might be objeQed to my 
playing it, that I was not only incapacitated 
from my want of experience on the ſtage, 
but from my figure, which would have been 
more properly adapted to the lady's ſon, 
Prince Are I had ſet my heart upon. 


Beſides myſelf and my mother, who had 
conditioned to attend me, there were ſeve- 
ral other perſons whom the Iriſh manager 
had engaged, and agreed to frank, as well 
as us; to Dublin. We {et off with that gen- 
tleman from his lodgings, and nothing worth 
relating happened till we arrived at Park- 
gate. When we got there, the wind being 
contrary, Mr. Sheridan took his leave of us, 
and committing che madagemement of the 
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troop to my dither: ſet off dire dy for 


Holyhead. 


I have often ought chere was a great 
ſimilarity between the little troop we muſter- 
ed here, - and the company of itinerant 
players, deſcribed with ſuch infinite humour 
by Scarron. It conſiſted of Mrs. Elmy ; a 
young adventurer named Lacy; an bumble 
admirer of that lady, a Mr. Morgan, in the 
laſt Rage 'of a conſumption; my mother ; 
myſelf; ; and (before he left. us) the mana- 
ger. After the latter had quitted us, my 
mother and Mrs. Elmy, whats was a humouriſt 


9 7 poſſeſſed of great good ſenſe, W by 
her want of powers, was prevented from: 


making a conſpicuous figure upon the — 
vere eyer diſputing about ſomething or 

atber. The contraſt between the deport- 
ment and diſpoſition of the two, was equal 
to. the extremes of light and ſhade. To an 
indifferent: obſerver, the formality. and re- 
ſerve of my honoured. parent, compared 
with the levity and aſſumed low humour 
of Mrs. Elmy (both aſſumed ſometimes 


through contradiction) akorded: a —_ | 


laughable ſcene. 

Of this I - muſt. give you che  Fallawing 
inſtance. During our journey, we had paſſed 
through a place in Staffordſhire, named 
Eviſee-Bank. with the name of which Mrs. 
Elmy was ſo enchanted, that to gratify herwhim, 


7 * was immediately nominated Counteſs of 


Eviſee 
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Eviſee by your humble ſervant. The creation 
of this new dignity: was the means of frequently 
putting my mother out of humour. For in 
all the inns. we put up at, the newly-created. 
counteſs had the beſt apartment, and more 
reſpect and attendance: were ſhown her, than 
the reſt, of the company. Upon obſerving 
this conſtantly repeated, my mother told me, 
_ that if 1 did not immediately undignify her 
ladyſhip, ſhe would leave ber companions, 
and purſue the journey with only my divinity- 
| ſhip-; I was therefore obliged, when we ar- 
| rived. at Parkgate, to Sake! the lady's title 


from her, and reduce her once more 10 plain 
Mrs. Elmy. Alg ei eit! B 11123 2e 


14 4 


Having waited, ſeveral/ days at Parkghte, 
without a probabiley of — g. and the 


being rendered: more diſagreeable than 


it ig, by: the heuſes being ctovided wich 
paſſengers; Mrs. Elmy prevailed upon me 
to endeavour to 1 my mother to go 
to the Head. I was to urge as a reaſon, 
= our ſtay at Parkgate would in all pro- 
hability prove much more expenſive than 
the journey. A wiſh, to oblige Mrs; Elmy, 
together with curioſity - to ſee this part of 
Wales, induced me to exert all my power 
over my mother upon the occaſion. I at 
length, though not without great difficulty, - 
ſucceeded; — ſhe ſent to hire horſes and a 
Bucer to ſet off the next morning. 
Shall I conclude this letter here, before 


firſt 


we aa off, Madam, or ſhall I entertain you 


1 


24 
r 


— 
r = tl Tos 
* 12 1 by A = 
2 one Do 
— 2 ol ; 
def or * 


pe 5 We . 8 
wo oo n . LO «od . 
SE Ton #8 5 AS IK 
Ag 5 I 1 
8 [7 d& 2 r 
* „ 4. << > 
a ve eg eg RIDE n ; 
0p” ' ? J 


— 5 
"Lond 


104 nnr L1iTt or 


firſt with the diverting hiſtory of our excur- 
ſion over the Welſh mountains? As I have 
an hour to ſpare from any neceſſary avoca- 
tion, as my head is tolerably clear, and as 
my fingers are untired, I will proceed; as 
methinks I hear you bid m. 
Know then, that the next morning our fide 
company ſet out on their intended journey for 
Holyhead, as I informed you it was agreed 
to do. As I never had been on horſeback 
before, I was not ſenſible of the taſk 'I had 
undertaken. But the horſes in this part of the 
world are ſo gentle, and ſo accuſtomed to the 
road, chat there is little danger of nr he incon-· 
venience ariſing, but that of fatigue 
After travelling that day without acci- 
dent, the next morning, at breakfaſt,” e were 
joined by a party of Iriſh gentlemen, with 
whom we had dined when we were at Cheſter, 


and who were' purſuingthe ſame route as our“ 


ſelves. We were very happy in the encounter, 
as their pariy greatly enlivened ours. One 
ol theſe gentlemen, whoſe name was Crump, 
and of whom 1 ſhall have occaſion to make 
frequent mention in the courſe of my narrative. 
pald ſo much aſſiduous attention to my mother, 
that we all concluded ſhe had made a conqueſt 
of him. It will be neceſſary to remark, * 
my mother being perfectly recovered from that 
dejettion which her anxiety for me had oc- 
1 and poſſeſſing ſtill ſome remains of 


that beauty which had once captivated one of 


the moſt conſpicuous charaQters in this king- 


dom, 7 
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dom, the ſuppoſition was not an improbable 
one. Her Hibernian admirer was about 
fifty years of age, hard favoured, but very 
lively, obliging, - and intelligent. He was 
by profeſſion a-linen-merchant, and was upon 
his return from Cheſter fair, which he con- 
ſtantly attended twice a year. | 
Wie had exceeding fine weather til we 

came to Penmanmawr, when, juſt as we 
were aſcending that ſtupendous rock, the 
horizon became of a ſudden overcaſt ; the 
big clouds, clad in their deepeſt ſable; rolled 
over us, and ſpouted forth ſuch cataratts 
of rain, as ſeemed to forebode a ſecond de- 
luge; the moon, which was not as yet hid, 
juſt ſerved to give us a view, by its glim- 
mering light, of the dreadful abyſs that lay 
below ; the peals of thunder, which were 
almoſt without intermiſſion, threatened to 
burſt the heavens; whilſt the forky flaſhes of 
lightning ſeemed to denounce our 1mmediate 
diſſolution, and reminded me of. mor any 


Lear $ exclamation: 20 


3 


Tremble thou wretch, 
That haſt within thee undivulged crimes 
5 Unorhipt of juſtice.” 


In this awful and tremendous N 
Mrs. Elmy fell from her horſe; and as the 
road at' this time was too narrow to admit 
two horſes abreaſt, her fall impeded the 
progreſs of the whole company, except * 
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of my mother, who with the guide led the 
van. Some of the gentlemen inſtantly dif- 
mounted, in order to place the diſaſtrous 
heroine upon ber * ; when, to their 
great ſurpriſe, as well as ours, ſhe would 
not ſuffer herſelf to be moved from the 


ground, till ſhe+had- repeated the NE 
lines: from Jane Shore: C 


« Fall then, Je mountains, on my guilty - 


„ head; 


Hide me, ye rocks, within your ſecret 
* caverns; 


yl __ bl our black veil upon my ſhame, 


O night! gp 
Pa 25 And ſhield me wich your Gable wings 


6s for ever.” 


\ 


This piece of abe een 1 failed 
of i its deſired effect; not one of the company 


ſeeming to be pleaſed with it but herſelf, 


Indeed it was very ill- timed. So much fo 
was it, that one of the gentlemen who had 


joined us, and who profeſſed himſelf a Free- 


thinker, but was really, as his own words 
evince, an Atheiſt, declared, with a great oath, 


that the lady was much to blame to ſpout tra- 


gedy, when the ſhouls of heaven were let looſe 
upon us. To which he added, that ſuch. an 
aufu ſcene as now preſented itfelf, almoſt 
perſuaded him there was a Deity. The hor- 
ror Mrs. Emy s ludicrous behaviour in ſuch 


9 4 Act V. Scene laſt. 
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an alarming ſituation had excited in my mind, 

was not leſſened by this declaration of our 
fellow- traveller. They both, united, ſeemed 
more dreadful than the tempeſt in which we 
were involved; as I was apprehenſive, that 
Divine vengeance would await us for being 
in ſuch company. _ 

When the lady een cs to riſe, ſhe 
found that ſhe had cut her foot againſt a 
ſtone by the fall, and ſhe complained much 
of the pain it occaſioned; for which reaſon 
ſne ſtopped at a cottage at the foot of the 
Mawr, to bathe it with brandy. Though 
drenched with rain, I would have continued 
with her, had not my mother inſiſted on my 
going on. Indeed, this was not a time to 
ſtand on compliments. My mother was ap- 
prehenſive, as I had only a fuſtian riding-ha- 
bit on (the ſeaſon of the year, and the ge- 
neral ſerenity of the weather, having pre- 
vented me from providing myſelf with a 
great coat) that I ſhould get cold, by which 
my voice might have been affected. This con- 
ſideration induced her to conſent to Mr. 
Crump's ſolicitations of taking me behind him. 

As ſoon as J was ſeated, that gentleman 
put ſpurs to his horſe, which was a hunter, and 
away we flew till we arrived at Bangor-Ferry. 
Here a figure preſented itſelf, ſo exatily an- 
lwering the deſcription of Charon, that I 
- . Imagined myſelf on the banks of the Styx. 

As the torrents which had fallen from the 


3 19 8 rocks, 
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rocks, during the tempeſt, had ſwollen * 
river to an uncommon height, this had 
given the water a black tinge ; and that being 
a quality, as we are told, of the river which 
leads to, Tartarus and Elyſium, it added to the 
Imaginary . 

Having croſſed the ferry, Mr. Crump and 
my ſelf arrived at Bangor ſome time before 
the reſt of the company ; where the miſtreſs 
of the inn accommodated me vith even a 
ſhift and ſtockings. In all the countries 
through which I ever travelled, I never met 
with ſuch civil people as at the Welch inns. 
There is a cordiality in their manners, which 
muſt give a ſuſceptible mind the greateſt 
pleaſure. Uncontaminated with the ſelf- 
intereſted attention of thoſe who; belong to 
more frequented inns, where every. civility 
muſt be purchaſed, . they cheerfully ſupply 
you with every accommodation i in their power, 
and are happy in obliging. | 

As ſoon as I was apparelled i in my. linſey- 
8 which I aſſure you I found very 
comfortable, 1 joined my fellow- traveller, 
Mr. Crump, to return him thanks for the 
cate and civility he had ſhewn me. He had 
prepared a good fire in the parlour againſt 

my return, which was evidently done to 
have an opportunity of getting me alone. 
His anxiety to do this muſt have been appa- 
rent to every one but myſelf. Had I obſerved 
i y Wal have thought bim guilty of 

an 
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an n preſumption. For a man 
of his years, and vithout one perſonal at- 
traction, to preſume to look to my divinity» 
ip, was a ſuppoſition that I could form no 
idea of. I could not, however, helpremark- 
ing, that my companion, who had hitherto! 
been very loquacious, was now altogether as 
Glent. As I was much fatigued, and not very 


well able to keep up a converſation, I was not 
diſpleaſed at his taciturnity. 


After prancing about the room for him 


time, he approached me, and with a. deep - 
fetched ſigh, which would have blown the 
boat, we had lately entered, over the river, 
without the aſſiſtance of the ſerry- man, took 
hold of my hand. 1. perceived that he was 
much agitated, a circumſtance which, though 
it might have been agreeable in a favoured 
lover, was very unbecoming in a perſon with 


whom, I had been ſo newly acquainted. At 


length he ſummoned up reſolution enough thus 
to addreſs. me: My dear Miſs Bellamy,“ 
Gid he, anſwer me one queſtion : Were 
you evxer in love?“ My ſurpriſe at having 
ſuch an interrogation put to me, and that in 


o abrupt a manner, prevented me from mak-. 


ung an immediate reply; but recollecting my. 
ſelf, I anſwered. Oh! yes, violentiy. 
Are you really attached ?” aid he. For 
ever, returned I. It would perhaps be 
5 1 impertinent,”-. continued: the gen- 


leman, *. were I to preſume to. aſk. with 
* Vol. J. F. 2 1 5* whom *% 
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+ whami?”” I told him; 1 did not think it 
could be of any conſequence to him; but if 
it was, I would gratiſy bis curioſity, by in- 
forming him it was—witk myſelf. That I was 
a. ſemale Narciſſus, and / ſhould always con- 
tinue ſo. - He had juß time to exciaim, „Then 
I am fatisfied,” when our co mpany appeared. 
Such objetts were they all as farpaſſed de- 
e ene My mother had prudently pro- 
vided herſelf with a good ſurtout; and the 
guide having ſome linen and other neceſſaries 
of hers ſafely ſtowed in a ſague de nuit, which 
J had brought with me from France, ſhe was 
ſoon equipt. + But as ſor poor Mrs. Elmy, 
ſhe came badly off; as I had already ſecured 
every unemployed article belonging to the 
good hoſteſs's wardrobe. And what was more 
unfortunate for her than this, was, that there 
was no bed for her in the whole houſe, but 
one which could only be termed a crib; and 
that was placed in a cloſet of the room where 
we were to repoſe. our weary limbs; and it 
was with great reluctance, that my mother con- 
ſented: to her being ſtowed even in that con- 
_ fined ſpace. The gentlemen were obliged to 
it up. At five o clock, when the poſt-boy ar- 
rived, we were called, and purſued our journey. 
We arrived at Holyhead juſt in time to 
ſave our. paſlage ; ; for the packet failed in 
les than half an hour after we got in. For 
my own: part, I was ſo much fatigued with 
the 3 une that as erde got on boxed; 1 
3 retifed 
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retired to my cabin, where Morpheus was 
ſo kind as to touch me with his leaden wand, 
which cauſed me to ſleep, till I heard the ery 
of © The Hill of Hot!?! 5 

Ny arrival in another kingdom will ſurely: 
claim a ſeparate letter; I ſhall therefore here 
put an en to hi PF TRnes 
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TJ PON our arrival at Dublin, my mo- 
JI ther and myſelf were very kindly re- 
ceived by an old intimate of hers, the lady 
ef the well known Doctor Walker. This 
gentleman, at that time, was eſteemed ſo 
eminent in his profeſſion, that he was accu- 
mulating by his practice a capital fortune, 
notwithſtanding he lived in a very genteel 
ſtyle. The Doctor was then writing a trea- 
tiſe againſt the Iriſh cuſtom of bury ing their 
dead within a few hours after 'their deceaſe. 
He endeavoured therein to difluade the Hi- 
bernians from purſuing fo hazardous à mode, 
as by interring bodies before any ſymptoms 
of putrefattion appeared; it did not unfre- 
quently happen, that thofe who might have 
recovered: their vital powers were prevented 
Bom doing ſo. Whew my mother heard it 
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what ſubje& the Doctor was writing, ſhe. re- 
lated to him the ſtory of Mrs. Godfrey, which 
J recited in my firſt letter. As ſoon as ſhe had 
concluded it, to ſhew the Doctor how conſo- 
nant her opinion on this point was to his own, 
the promiſed him, that if ſhe was in the ſame 
kingdom with him when the king of terrors 
made his) approach, ſhe would carefully at- 
tend to the ſtate of his corpſe, and take care 
that it ſhould not be entombed whilſt there 
_— the leaſt ep K of its reftaration to 
ife. i 

I inſert” all the 8 of the fore- 
going - converſation in ſo particular a manner, 
as an admonition to others; never to make a 
promiſe they do not intend to 9 
Pundtuality in the performance of a promiſe 
"Bn. obligatory to an honeſt mind as the pay- 
ment of a debt. Vet how many do we ſee 
profuſe in the former, lightly making promiſes 
which they never pay the leaſt attention io 
afterwards, who would cenſure in the ſevereſt 
manner- the non-payment of a pecuniary. ob- 
ligation! Though I have been too often ob- 
liged, through inability, to defer the accom- 

pliſhment of many engagements, the involun- 
tary negledt has lain more heavily on my mind, 
than any neceſſities I may have experienced 
from the ſame cauſe. 

We continued at Doctor Walker's houſe, 
aii we could find one vhich ſuited us; and 
chu e won r did, contiguous to the 
theatre. 
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theatre. Mrs, Walker would gladhy have 
detained us, but my mother objected to ſt 
on many accounts; particularly becauſe their 
houſe was'always crowded with company 
As ſoon as I was recovered from the fatigue 
of my journey, I went to pay my reſpetts 
to Mrs. O'Hara, Lord Tyrawley's lifter, hs | 
had not ſeen me fince I was an infant! To 
my great grief I found: her blind. She was 
much pleaſed with my viſits, but ſhe did not 
greatly approve of the profeſſion I had' choſen, 
However, as I went by the name of my mo- 
ther's huſband,” to which alone I had a right, 
being born after their marriage, my engage. 
ment in the theatrical line could not bri 
public diſgrace on her family. She; notwith- 
ſtanding, propoſed herſelf to introduce me to 
all her acquaintance as her niece; which ſhe 
accordingly did, as the RATA. Ju 
of Lord Tyrawley.' _ © | 
received extreme pain — * a piece of 
information Mrs. O'Hara gave me; which 
was relative to the death of my good friend; 
the prote&reſs of my early years, Mrs. Pye, 
for whom ſhe was then in ſecond-mourning 
I never regretted any thing fo much as being 
abſent from this lady during her illneſs. I 
fondly thought, that che unremitted care and 
affeclionate attention of one ſhe loved as her 
own child, and who looked upon ber as a 
parent, would have prolonged her defirable 
* a life truly valuable to her huſpand, and 
5 3 | all 
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all thoſe who had the » be-of hor 
acquaintance. 
Mrs, O'Hara kindly inquired into the 
Hate of my finances, which gave me an op- 
Portunity _ making her acquainted with 
the Dutcheſs of Queenſberry's hberality to 
me, and likewiſe with the mortification I 
bad received from her grace at the ſame 
time; with -which ſhe ſeemed much enter: 
tained. I even informed her of the event 
which had been the cauſe of ſo much un- 


cefſary to let them into the whole of your 
fituation;. otberwiſe you condutt yourſelf 


1 _ with the fame ablurdity as if, while yon con- 


ſulted a phyſician, you coricealed the fymptoms 
or nature of your diforder from him. Where 


a Giſcloſure of .ſcerets becomes needful, 


an open implicit confidence is required; 
otherwiſe - the chance of ſucceſs is , 


againit u. 
In che aſternoon the 1 hn But: 


O' Hara ivtroduced me as her niece, and added 
an eulogium which I by no means merited; 
and as this lady was a leading woman in the 
faſhionable world, had great intereſt, and her 
houſe was: frequented by moſt of the nobility, 
Mrs. n cited her prote tion for me- 
2 | Mrs. 


bappineſs io me. It is an eſtabliſhed maxim 
with me, never to reſt ſatisfiedd with gaining 


the good opinion of any perſon by halves 
In endeavquring to acquire a friend, di is ne- 


Jer and her daughter were announced. Mrs. 


4 
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Mrs. Butler was elegant in her figure, and had 
been very Pretty, of | which there were Nil 
ſome remains; but the decay of her beauty 
appeared to be more the reſult of indiſpo- 
ſition than age. Her daughter was handſome, 
ſpirited, ſenſible, and good humoured. She 
was nearly of the ſame age with myſelf, and 
ſeemed, even at this firſt - interview, to have 
contracted à partiality for me, which 1.-reci> 
procally wiſned to cultivate. . Before the ladies 
took their leave, they engaged my aunt and 
me to come the next day to Stephen's-Green 
to dine and ſpend the evening. I promiſed 
them with che greateſt readineſs to do myſelf 
that honour, and my dear aunt aꝑr eed to ac: 
company me. As Mrs. O Hara was an in- 
valid, and as ſhe knew ſhe muſt trefpals the 
next evehing on her uſual regularity,” Mrs. 
Butler keeping late hours, I left her early to 


be ĩͤ Ach: E 
When I returned home, I found our ſel- 
low- traveller, Mr. Crump, | tete-a-tete with 
my mother. She informed me that Miſs St. 
Leger, one of the three ladies I had become 

acquainted with ſome years before at Mrs. 
Jones's, had called and requeſted to ſee mo 
the next morning, at Lady Doneraile's, in 

Davſon- Street. Thus from having no female 

acquaintance: in London, except my own fa- 
mily, I was now en train to be introduced into 
the firſt circle in Dublin. As I was not a litile 
LIEN EE 
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elated at the reception 1 had met with from 
Mts.” O'Hara, I told my mother, laughing, 
that ſhe muſt diveſt herſelf of her formality, 
which perhaps might induce Mr. Crump, as 
they ſeemed to have ſo good an opinion of 
each other, to beſtow all his leiſure hours upon 
her; ſor there appeared to be very little 
probability *of ber having much of my 
company ; the time required by the duties of 
my profefſion, and the engagements I was 
likely to be honoured with, promiſing to en- 
gage the whole of it. At parting he pro- 
miſed to comply with the propofal I had 
made. But my mother was much diſpleaſed 
with me for having taken ſuch an unal- 
Jowable-f freedom (indy: her. I have before 
obſerved” that ſhe retained all the formality 
of: Quakeriſm, notwithſtanding ſhe had 
renounced. the religious tenets oy flag . 
ple. | | 

A henent morning 1 vent to breakfaſt 
with Mis Sti. Leger, by whom I was re- 
ceived with all that politeneſs ſhe fo emi- 
nently | poſſeſſed, aftuated by the cordial 
warmth; uſually ſelt by the ſuſceptible, on 
embracing a loved intimate after a long ab- 
ſence. She inquired in the kindeſt manner 
aſter Miſs Conway; and vas much affected 
at hearing that her friend was in a declining 
ſtate of health, occaſioned by her conſtant 
attendance on the TIO of Wales, to 
4313 * a whom 
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PER ſhe; was a Maid of Honour, - which 
prevented her from taking the neceſſary ſteps 
for her recovery. She preſſed me to ſtay 
dinner, but when I informed her that I was 
pre-engag d- her by whom, ſhe po- 
litely ſaid ſhe was then happy, even in being 
deprived of my company; as the acquaint- 
ance of Mrs. Butler was the moſt deſirable of 
any in Dublin, and would prove moſt agree- 
able and beneficial, to me. She at the ſame 
time much regretted that ſhe Was deptived. of 
the pleaſure of frequeniing that lady's * 5 
which was occaſioned by ſome umbra 

_ aunt, Lady Doneraile, Wich whom ſhe e 
had given her. + ap 

My reception at the Green, —_— 1 "went 
| to dinner, was of the; molt flattering, Lind. | 
It exceeded even my warmeſt hopes; and 
Mrs. Butler avowed herſelf my patronels, 
notwithſtanding ſhe had not yet had an op- 
portunity of acquiring» a + knowledge, be- 
ther I really deſerved. that honour. WI hen 
1 took leave, ſhe obligingly requeſted, that 1 
would paſs every hour, not appropriated. to 
the buſmeſs of the Hoes: at her houſe; 

_. which you may be aſſured 1 did not in rea- 
dily to promiſe. 

A's 1. x, which you 3 N — — 9 
ſerved; on the moſt remarkable periods of. my 
life for the introduction of my letters, in imi- 
tation of the diviſion of their ehapters by 

chronologers! and as I am now about to enter 
uo "; mn 
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on the beginning of my theatrical exiſtence on | 
the Dublin lage, 1 _ here: nnr 

7 A B. 
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. March 23, 17—. 
HE theatre opened with eclat But 
hold, 1 muſt firſt give way to an im- 
vat I cannot reſiſt, and write. an exordium 

10 this letter, in which feveral great men in 
Meir profeſſional Tine are to make their appear- 

_ ance... Though apparently digreffive from my 
15 hiſtory, yet it may perhaps tend to \further 
che purpoſe of it, which is to mingle inſtruc- 
von with amuſement.—It is by induſtry and 
application alone a perſon can arrive at emi- 
nence in any profeſſion. Though natural 
genius is the moſt eſſential quality towards the 
"attamment of every art or ſcience, yet genius 

/ unaffiſted by cultivation can never reach per- 
32 Intenſe ſtudy and cloſe application 
ae abſolutely needful (ſave in a few inſtances) 
to ſorm the truh great; and if the private life 

_ - of all the great men who have rendered them- 
ſelyes famous in any branch of knowledge, 
were to pals in review before us, we ſhould 
find that theſe have not been wanting towards 
ihe acquimion of their fame. The following 
beautiſul lines of the inimitable Spenſer con- 


vey 
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vey this document with irreſiſtible: force, and 


ſhould be always imprinted on the mind of 
every fon and 2 of genius. 


« Abroad in arms, at home in ſtudious 

% Who ſeeks with Pau toil, aun honour 
_ _ ſooneſt find. 

nn woods, in waves, in wats, The's wont 

io dwell, | 

* And will be found. wich peril and with 

e 

11 * can the man that moulds in idle 
4 Unto hi happy mnigtifien o'er attain, 

- © Before her gate Tut God did ſweat 

- _  ofdain, 

„% And wakeful watebes ever to-abide': 

* But'eaſy is the way, and paſſage bun, 

9 To ee palace; it may 
6 ſpy d, ; 

And day and night her Wers to al fand 

open wide.“ 5 5 5 | 1 C 


x ſtrall only add (not thet 1 mean to rate 


myſelf among the great) that what merit 1 
acquired as an aQrefs, although 1 found time 
to keep up an acquaintance in the genteel cir- 


cle juſt mentioned, was not nn without 


cloſe application. 


But to proceed==The theatre opened vith 
eclat, And what was very fortunate ſor me, 
FS. the 
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the. Earl of | Cheſterfield was at that time 
Viceroy. Mr. Barry had made ſome figure 
on this ſtage the preceding winter, in the 
character of Othello; and upon my being 
engaged, the manager wrote to him to ſtud 
that of Caſtalio, as he propoſed that I ſhould | 
early appear in the Orphan. To add to our 
ſucceſs, Mr. Garrick joined the company this 
ſeaſon. Having ſome diſpute with the pro- 
prietor of Drury-Lane-Theatre, and Mr. 
Rich declining to give bim the terms he re- 
quired, he came to Dublin. Three ſuch capi- 
tal performers as Garrick, Sheridan, and 
Barry, in one company, was a circumſtance 
that had ſcarcely ever happenet. 
The two firſt, Mr. Garrick and Mr. She- 
1idan, agreed to play Shakeſpear's characters 
alternately, and to unite their flrength- in 
eve performance. In the Orphan,“ 


5 Garrick performed Chamont ; Barry, * 


Ho; and Sheridan, Polydore. In the Fair 
Penjtent,” 15 Sheridan played Horatio; Gar- 
rick, Lothario; and Barry, Altamont. The 
latter charaQer was played ſo capitally by 
Mr. Barry, that this part ſeemed as con- 
ſequential as either of the others. I was 
© obliged. to appear almoſt. every. night; and 
ſometimes in characters very unfit for me. 
The great applauſe that I received, however, 
ſpurred me on, and excited in me the ſtrong- 
eſt- endeavours to deſerve it. And that T 


* at once pay a Ne attention to the 
| 4-57 duties 
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duties of my profeſſion, and have time to 
enjoy the ſociety of my new friends, I ſcarce- 
ly allowed myſelf even that portion of reſt 
which nature requires. A good conſtitution, 
however, and inexhauſtible ſpirits, enabled 
me to go through the ſeſon 
After ſome time, the tragedy ef King 
John“ was propoſed, wherein Roſeius and 
the manager were to appear together, and 
play alternately the King and the Baſtard. 
Upon this occaſion Mr. Sheridan inſiſted on 
my playing Conſtance; hilſt Mr. Garrick 
objected to it as there would then be no per- 
ſon to play Prince Arthur, but the late Mrs. 
| Kennedy, at that time Miſs Orpheur, who: 
was nearly of the ſame. age as myſelf,” and 
from being hard-fayoured, - looked. much 
older. NT Ee 
Upon Mr. Garriek's abſolute rejection of 
my appearance in the character on which I 
had ſet my heart, and for the performance 
of which I had ſtipulated in my articles, I 
flew to my patroneſs Mrs. Butler, to com- 
plain of the breach of them. Notwithſtand- 
ing her partiality for Mr. Garrick, ſo highly 
did I ſtand in her favour, that ſhe imme- 
diately ſent round to all her friends, to re- 
queſt they would not go to the play the 
evening it was performed. Beſides the con- 
ſequence of family and fortune, this lady 
poſſeſſed very great power in the genteel 
Vorld. To this may be added, that as ſhe 
1 | frequently; 
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frequently: gave balls, all the young ladies 
that were uſually invited, were always ready 
oblige her in any requeſt of this nature, 
place at thoſe enter- 
fainments.. And every one of theſe readily 
obeyed, and ſpread abroad her injunctions. 
The | houſe on the night « King John” was 
performed for the firſt time was, of courſe, 
very thin. The receipts did not amount to 
This was the firſt theatrical humiliation the 
immortal -Roſcius ever met with; and he ſe- 
verely repented preferring Mrs. Furnival, 
who played the character of Conſtance, to 
my littie ſelf. But chat completed my tri- 
umph was, that when the ſame play was again 
performed, and Mr. Sheridan played the 
Ring; Garrick, the Baſtard ; and myſelf Con- 
Native, more people were turned away than 
could get places; and the diſpute relative to 
mne characters which had lately happened, 
made the audience receive me with the warm- 
eſt marks of approbation. _ 
But notwithſtanding this ſucceſs, I was 
determined to return the mortifieation Mr. 
Garriek had been the cauſe of to me, the very 
firſt opportunity that pre ſented itſelf; and 
it was not long before one offered. This 


to 
to mlare chemfelves a 


LITTLE great man was to have two benefits 


during the ſeaſon; and that they might not 
come too near each other, it was agreed that 
he — have one of them early 1 in it. " had 


6. A. BELLAMY, 12g 
had fixed on © Janie Shore,” for his firſt/bene- 
fit. And on application being made to me 
to perform that character, I abſolutely re- 
fuſed it, alleging the bbjeQtion he had made 
to my playing Conſtance, namely = youth. 
Finding that entreaties were ineffectual, he 
prevailed on Mrs. Butler to make uſe of her 
intereſt with me; ſenfible that I could not 
refufe the ſolicitations of a lady to whom I 
was bound not only by the ties of 'gratitude, 
but thoſe of policy. And whilſt he made 
this application, that he might leave no me- 
thod of obtaining my conſent untried, he 
wrote me a note at the fame time, which oc- 
cafioned the following laughable incident, 
and furniſned converſation for the whole 
% 10 e 
In his note he informed me, that if 1 
* wotild oblige him, he 2 3 me a 
© goody gvolly epilogue; which, with the hel 
m0 2 85 8 do more miſchief thin 
ever the fleſh or the devil had done fince 
the world began.“ This ridiculous epiſtle 
be directed To my TouF's idol, the beauti- 
* fied Ophelia; and deltvered it to his ſer- 
vant, with orders to bring it to me. But the 
fellow having ſome mote agreeable amuſement 
to purſue than going on bis maſter's errands, 
be gave it to a porter in the ſtreet, without 
having attended to the curious direction that 
was on it. The porter, upon reading the 
ſuperſcription, and not knowing 2 
a h tne 


nee. 0 r 


the whole city: of Dublin, any lady of qua- 
- lity,; who bore the title either of My 
„ Soul's Idol, or The beautified Ophelia, 
naturally concluded that it was intended to 


anſwer ſome jocular purpoſe. He accord- 


ingly carried it to his maſter, who happened 
to be a newſman; and by his. means it got 
the next day into the public prints. The 


inditer of this high-flown epiſtle, it muſt be 


ſuppoſed, was not a little mortified at its 
publication. Nor was my mother, who was 
always awake for my reputation, without 
ber alarms, leſt it ſhould injure my, charac- 


ter; but that, thank Heaven, was too, well 


eſtabliſhed, to be. ee by ſo ler 
an accident. F 

« No man is wiſe at all hours,” 1D the 
proverb. And never was this adage more 
completely verified than in the foregoing 
anecdote. That ſuch filly goody goody ſtuff, 
as his epiſtle contained, ſhould ever fall from 
the immortal pen of the immortal Roſcius, 


even in the moſt careleſs and relaxed mo- 


ment, was ſtrange, was paſſing ftrange.” 
Fortune ſeems to have taken advantage of 
the writer's momentary imbecillity, and at 
once to correct him for. it, and io caution 
him againſt the indulgence of ſuch trivial 
_ affefted-humour—ſuch an apology. for wit— 
in future, contrived matters 0 that it ſhould 
be e * 


- 
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With ſuch a company, it muſt reaſonably 
be: ſuppoled, that the ſeaſon turned out very 
lucrative to Mr. Garrick and to Mr. Sheridan, 

What the emoluments of Roſcius' were, I do 
not recollett, but it was reported that they 
were-almoſt incredible. 

After a reconciliation between Mr. Garrick 
aud bes had been effected, he viſited much 
oftener at Colonel Butler's than uſual. The 
Colonel had a ſeat on the ſea- coaſt, not many 
miles from Dublin; and my mother thinking 
that bathing in the ſea would be of great be- 
nefitto my health; ſhe. took a furniſhed houſe 
at the ſheds of Clontarf, for that purpoſe, 
She fixed on this? ſpor, chat 1 might at the 

ſame time be near my much loved compa- 
nion, Miſs Butler; between whom and myſelf, 
as inſeparable a connection had taken place, 
as if it had been cemented by the ties of 
blood: To ſuch an extravagant height was 
our mga for each other carried, that not- 
withſta we uſually met at dinner, and 
ſpent the remainder of the day together, 1 
had generally an epiſtle or two before that 
hour arrived. — Sweet is the union which 
exiſts between two young perſons. of the ſame 
ſex, and of delicate and ſuſceptible minds at 
our time ofliſe. Unembittered by the turbulent 
deſires and anxious cares of love, all is joy, de- 
light; and pleaſing expettation. The way is 
55 firewed: with flowers, and not a thiſtle: rears 
is head to waund the lightly-tripping foot. 


#23 4 


At 


for, 
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. At the-cenclubon of the ſeaſon; Mr. Gar- 


nick prepared to return to England, with the 


4 -harveſt that had crowned. his toils, 


Mrs. Butler, who had a taſte for wit, was 


as fond of de ay; as her amiable | 


daughter was of mine. Indeed it was not 
without reaſon ſhe was ſo; for 1 know very 
few whoſe company 
preference. io Mr. Garrick's, When be en- 
deavoured to pleaſe. The following whim- 
feal manceuvre of - Mrs. Butlers, will ſhew 
that - ber — Vas ſometies as ſportive, 
* keen, E wat of her wy 


geſt. n lo eint 


''Some'days defote Me. Gatriok's den 
Englend, as Mrs. Butler, her dai 
myſelf, and fome other company, 


were 
walleing en the terrace, we had che fatisfacs 
uon oe” ſee the much-admirtd hero come 

galloping up to the houſe. He! fodn jbined 


us:; and to the . 
icularly of Mrs. Butler, announced his 


Whilſt we were engaged in converſation, the 
lady of the houſe went away abruptly ; but 
Gon returned, bearing in her hand a ſealed 
packet, | which The delivered to Roſcins, 


A pere — you, Mr. Garrick, with 


* ſomething more valuable than life. In it 
ou will read my ſentiments; but I ſtrictiy 


* We not to Open it till 1 have 


"Po 


Was to be! courted in 


rture 


intention of leaving Dublin the next day. 
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paſſed the Hill of Howth. We all looked 
ſupriled at this extraordinary preſentation, 
eſpecially Colonel Butler's chi, who was 
one of the party. As the lady inclined 
ſomewhat to prudery, and had always ap- 
peared to be governed by the moſt rigid 
rules of virtue, we could hone of us gueſs 
the purport of the preſent, though her con- 

duct ſeemed to admit of a doubtful interpre- 
tation. But Garrick, who was as \conſcious 
of poſſelling nature's liberal gifts as any man 
breathing, took the packet- with a lignificant 
graceful air; concluding, without heſitation; 
that ĩt contained, not only a valuable ꝓreſent 
(the giver having the power, ks weil as e 
diſpoſition, to be generbus) but a-declaration 
of ſuch tender ſentiments, 'as her virtue 
would not permit her to make known to kim 

whilſt he remained in the kingdom. 

After dinner Mr. Garriek took * kaveq: 
| and he was no. ſooner departed, than Miro 
Butler informed the company, that the con- 
tents of the valuable packet with which ſhe 
had preſented her viſitor, were nothing more 
than 0 Welſley's Hymns,” and Dean Swift 's 
Diſcourſe on the Trinity;“ adding, that he 
would have leiſure during his voyage, to 
ſtudy the one, and to digeſt the other. You 
may be aſſured that we all enjoyed the. joke. 
As for my own part, I could ſcarcely keep 
my riſible faculties in any order, when my 
un ee to me Garrick's dilap- 
pointment 


1 
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pointment at finding the contents of the bs 
packet ſo very different from what he had 1 
concluded them to be. I muſt inform you, fp 


that at our next meeting, Mr. Garrick ac. i © 
quainted me, that upon opening the packet and fa 
ſeeing what it contained, he was fo much cha- | 


grined, that inſtead of benefiting by the is 
Chriſtian precepts to be found therein, he, in | 
the moſt Heatheniſh manner, offered them up a 
ſacrifice to Neptune. In plain Engliſh, he 
threw both Mr. Weſley and the Dean, cheek- 
by-jole, into the ſea.—A more heterogeneous 
union certainly never took place. 

Permit me juſt to add, that the happy man- 
ner in which l ſpent my time in this terreſtrial 
paradiſe, and with ſuch agreeable company, ſo 
much increaſed the pace of the old gentleman 
with the ſcythe and looking- glaſs, that he 
tripped along through days, weeks, and 
months, as nimble as a dryad; and the 

- lurkmer 5 hte n away. 
g Ben. A. B. 


44 1 LETT E R Xx. bo 5 
1 \+: March 18, 27— 

0 — bh ending to obey your com- 
5 mands, Madam (ſor the requeſt of. a 
friend. is as obligatory as a command) 1 
employ almoſt every hour on the continuation 


of my narrative ; * ſhall eſteem myſelf ſuf - 
Wen 077 57 ficiently 
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| | ficiently repaid, if I can prevent it from proving 
tireſome. You muſt remember that it is the 
hiſtory of a weak woman, . recited by the ſame 
' | weak woman. Be, therefore, to her faults, 
| whether relative to. her condutt, or her lite- 
rary ones, à litile blind. But a truce with apo- 
logies. Such as it is, I give it unto. you. 
The next winter, when our theatrical 
campaign commenced, we were very appre- 
henſive that we ſhould feel the deſertion of fo. 
able a general as Garrick. But through the 
exertions of the manager, who was deſervedly 
a great favourite with the gentlemen of the 
college, at which he was bred, as the provoſt 
and profeſſors had been his fellow-ſtudents, our 
ſucceſs was not leſs than when we were aided 
J his powerful aſſiſtance — He who, in hamſe if 
1 was a tower of invincible ſtrength. 

A droll circumſtance happened about this 
time, which I muſt not omit. coy one: 
evening to Fiſhamble-Street concert, I hap- 
pened to be ſeated next to Lord'Chief Baron 
Bowes. A gentleman, who was lately come 
to Dublin, entering into converſation with his 

Lordſmip, remarked to him (at the ſame time 
fixing his eyes upon me) that his daughter was 
vaſtly like him. We were at this period re- 
viving at the theatre, The Merchant of 
Venice; upon which it inſtantly occurred 

to me, to make particular obſervations on the 
manner of the perſon 1 was thus ſuppoled to 
reſemble, in order to adopt it in the part of 
Portia, — I was to play. 
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T accordingly did ſo; and ſoceuden ſo hap- 
pily, that — £f made my appearance as the 
counſellor, the audience, ſtruck with the fimili. 
tude, univerſally exclaimed Here comes the 
1 voung Lord Chief Baron.“ And'T retained 
that title during my reſidence in the kingdom 

The Lord Chief Baron himſelf was ſo much 
pleaſed with the imitation, that he paid me 
many compliments upon the occaſion. He 
humourouſly remarked that 'I had even got 
his congh in the middle of a long word. This 
indeed was true, but it proceeded entirely 
from accident ; as I never had the pleaſure of 
hearing; his Lordſhip ſpeak in any of the courts. 
F however, luckily ble off 'this peculiarity i in 

repeating the word predicament. © Was it not 
_ that Iam apprehenfive of incurring the impu- 
tation. of vanity, I would give you the conclu- 
ſton of his Lordſhip's complimentary addreſs 
to me. I will therefore omit it; but . gueſs 
ſomething! very flattering, and even then, I 
aſſure you, that you will fall far ſhort of the 


purport of it. 


+ Early in the ſeaſon; the trapdy 'of All 
< for Love, or the World well Toft ” was 


revived; in which Barry and Sheridan ſtood 
uorivalled/ in the charaRters of Antony and 
Ventidius. The getting it up produced the 
following extraordinary incidents. The ma- 

nager, in an excurſion he had made during the 


ſummer to London, had purchaſed a ſuperb 
ſuit of clothes * had delonged to the Prin- 


a ceſs | 


es. Bm ER ng £2, 
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ceſs of Wales, and had been only worn by 
her on the birih-day. This was made into 4 
dreſs for me to play the character of Cleopa- 
tra; and as the ground of it was filver tiſſue, m 
mother thought that by turning the bod of it 
in, it would be a no unbecoming addition to 
wailt, which was remarkably ſmall. My 
maid-fervant was accordingly ſent to the theatre 


to aſſiſt the dreſſer and mantua- maker in pre- 


paring it; and alſo in ſewing on à number of 
diamonds. my patroneſs not only having fur- 
niſhed- me with her own, but borrowed 
ſeveral others of her acquaintance for me. 
When the women had finiſhed the work, they 


all went out of the room, and lelt the door of 


10 indifereetly open. N 
Mrs. Furnival (who od me a Suche; on 


. of my eclipling her, as the more fa; 


vourable reception I met with from the 


public, gave her room to conclude 1 did; 


and likewiſe” for the ſir which had been 


made laſt ſeaſon about the character of Con- 
ſtance) accidentally paſſed by the door of 


my drefling room it the way to her own, as 


it ſtood” open. Seeing my rich dreſs thus 


hing expoſed, and obſerving no perſon by 


to prevent her, ſhe ſtepped in, and carried 
off the Queen of Egypt's paraphernalia, to 


adorn herfelf in the character of Octavia, the 


Roman matron, which ſhe was to perform. 
By remarking from time to time” my drels, 


which was” * different F 
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of heroines, Mrs. Furnival had juſt: acquired 


taſte enough to deſpiſe the black velvet in 
which thoſe ladies were uſually - habited. 


And wichout conſidering the improprie ty of 
enrobing a Roman matron in the habili- 
ments of the Egyptian Queen; or perhaps 


not knowing that there was any impropriety 
in it, ſhe determined, for once in her life- 
time, to be as fine as myſelf, and that at my 


expence. She accordingly ſet to work to let 


out the clothes, which, through my. mother 


| economical advice, had been taken in. 


When my ſervant returned to the room, 
and found the valuable dreſs, that had been 


committed to her charge, miſſing, her 
fright and agitation were beyond expreſſion, 
Fhe ran like a mad creature about the thea- 
tre, inquiring of every one whether they 
had ſeen any thing of it. At le 
| informed —4 © ro Furnival | 


Yon of. N. .1 When: running to. that lady's 


ath. ſhe was 


eſſing · room, ſhe. was nearly. petrified — 
beholding the work, which had coſt her ſo 
much pains, undone. My. damſel's veins, 
. for, Mrs Furnival, were rich 


with the blood of the O Bryens. And 


though, ſhe had not been bleſt with ſo. po- 
liſhed an education as ſuch a name was en- 


faded to, ſhe inherited at leaſt the // 12 of 
the. Kings of Ulſter, Thus qualified for car- 


Tying, on. an attack even of a more import- 


ant nature, the at W. demanded. the Vid 
N en" 
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with tolerable civility ; hut meeting with a pe- 
remptory refuſal, the blood of her great fore- 
fathers; boiled within her veins, and . without 
any more ado; ſhe fell tooth and nail upon 
poor Mis. Furnival. So violent was the aſſault, 
that had not aſſiſtance arrwed in time to reſcue 


ber from the fangs of the enraged Hibernian 


nymph, my theatrical rival would "probably © 


have never had an opportunity of ae 
once in her life adorned with real jewels 

When I came to the theatre, I found my 
{ervant diſſolved in tears at the fad diſaſter; 


for notwithſtanding her beroic exertions, the 


had not been able to bring off the cauſe af 


the conteſt. But lo far was I from partaking 


of her grief, that I could not help being 
highly * at the abſurdity of the in- 
cident. N — concerning a abbares could 


at that time affett my temper. And L ac 


knowledge I enjoyed a ſecret pleaſure in de 
expettation of what the refult ray De.” I 


ſent indeed for the jewels; but the lady, 
rendered courageous by Nantz, and;/the'pre- 
jr of her paramour, Morgan, who was 
et dead, the condeſcended to fend me 
, that I ſhould have them after the play. 

Is this ſituation I Had no other -reſource 
than to reverſe the dreſſes, and appear as plain 
in the character of the luxurious Queen of 
Egypt, as Antony's good wiſe, although the 
liſter of Ceſar, ought to have been. In the 
room of 1 Kones, with which wy head 
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ſhould; have been decorated; I ſubſtituted 
pearls; and of all my finery I retained only my 
diadem, that indiſpenſable mark of royalty. 
Every tranſaftion that takes place in the 
theatre, and every circumſtance relative to 
it, are as well known in Dublin as they 
would be in a country town. The report of 


tze richneſs. and elegance of my dreſs had 


been univerſally the ſubjzea of converſation, 
for ſome time before the night of perform- 
ance ; when, to the ſurpriſe of the audience, 
I appeared in white ſatin. My kind pa- 
troneſs, who ſat in the ſtage- box, ſeemed not 

to be able to account for ſuch an unexpeRed 
circumſtance. And not ſeeing me adorned 
With che jewels ſhe had lent me, ſhe naturally 
ſuppoſed I had reſerved my regalia till the 
ſcene in which I was to meet my Antony. 

When had firſt entered the green room, the 
manager, who expetted to ſee me ſplendidly 

dreſſed, as it was natural to ſuppoſe the en- 
chanting Cleopatra would have been upon 
uch an - occalion, expreſſed with ſome 
. warmth his ſurpriſe at a diſappointment, 
which he could only impute to caprice. 
Without being in the leaſt diſcompoſed by 


his warmth, I coolly told him, that 1 had 


„ taken the advice Ventidius had ſent me by 
Alexis, and had parted with both my 
clothes and jewels to Antony's wife.“ 
Mr. Sheridan could not conceive my mean- 
ing; but as it was now too late to make any 
Ps . © _ _ alteration, 
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alteration, he ſaid no more upon the ſubjett. 
He was not however long at a loſs for an 
explanation; for going to introduce Oftavia 
to the Emperor, he diſcovered the jay in all 
her borrowed plumes. An. apparition could 
not have more aſtomiſhed him. He was fo 
confounded, that it was ſome time. before he 
could go on with his part. At the ſame in- 
ſtant Mrs. Butler exclaimed aloud, * Good 
Heaven, the woman has got on my dia- 
«« monds!” The gentlemen in the pit con- 
cluding that Mrs. Butler had been robbed of 
them by Mrs. Furnival; and the general con- 

ſternation, occaſioned by ſo extraordinary a 
ſcene, is not to be deſcribed. But the houſe 
obſerving Mr. Sheridan to ſmile, they ſuppoſed 
there was ſome myſtery in the affair, which 
induced them to wait with patience till the 
concluſion of the act. As ſoon as it was 
finiſned, they beſtowed their applauſe upon 
Antony and his faithful veteran; but as if 
they had all been animated by the ſame 
mind, they cried out, No more Furnival! 
„No more Furnival!“ The fine dreſſed 
lady, diſappointed of the acclamations ſhe 
expetled to receive on account of the gran- 

deur of her habiliments, and thus hooted for 
che impropriety of her conduct, very pru- 
dently called fits to her aid, which incapa - 
citated her ſrom appearing again. And the 
audience had the good nature to wait pa- 
tiently till Mrs. An whom curioſity had led 


* 11 
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io the theatre, had dreſſed to finiſſi the part. 


Had the charatler of Octavia been originally 
caſt according to merit, Mrs. Elmy would 


certaiuly have had the preference; as the 


ſofineſs of her manner, and the — with 
which ſhe ſpoke, juſtly entitled her to t. 
The impropriety of Mrs. Furnival's con- 
duct in the affair, juſt related, warrants my 
troubling you with an obſervation I have fre- 
quently made, which is, that every attempt 
to obtain a deſirable end, if the means are 
not confiſtent with honour and reQitude, mar 
inſtead of promoting it. If I recollea 
aright, 1 have made a remark ſomewhat 
fimilar to this in a former letter, but it can- 
not be too ofien repeated, Honeſty will be | 
% always found to be the bet policy.”— 
„% More- proverbs, and preaching again 7 
methinks I hear you ſay; © Pray go on 
+ with your narrative!“ —I will, my dear 
Madam, when I have reminded you. that it 
was by your permiſſion 1 now and then 
. as you are pleaſed to term it. 
With thele interruptions che piece could not 
appear to ſo much advantage, on its firſt repre- 
ſentation, as there was reaſon to hope it would. 
But the next night, either inſpired with the 
brilliancy of my ornaments, or animated by 
the fight of his Excellency Lord Cheſterfield, 
who together with his Lady, graced the theatre, 
it was the general opinion that I never played 
with ſo much ſpirit, or did greater juſtice to a 
part. The — I received was univerſal. 
A gentleman, 
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A gentleman, who ſtood near the ſtage- 
door, took a very unallowable method of 
ſhewing his approbation. Being a little fluſh- 
ed with liquor, or otherwiſe J am perſuaded 
he would not have been capable of the rude- 
neſs, he put his lips to the back of my neck 
as I paſſed him. juſtly enraged at o great 
an inſult, and not —— that the Lord 
Lieutenant was preſent, or that it was com- 
mitted before ſuch a number of | ſpetlators, 


I inſtantly turned about, and gave the gen- 


tleman a {lap in the face, Violent and un- 
becoming as this ſudden token of reſentment 
appeared, it received the approbation of 
Lord Cheſterfield, who roſe from his ſeat and 
applauded me for fome me wich his hands; 
the whole audience, as you may ſuppoſe, 
following bis example. At the. conciulic:4 
of the act, Major Macartney came, by order 
of his Excellency, to Mr. St. Leger (that was 
the gentleman's name) requeſting that he 
would make a public apology for. this for- 
getfulneſs of decorum ; which he accordingly 
did. I have reaſon to believe that-this in- 
cident coniributed, in a great meaſure; io a 
reform that Mr, Sheridan, with great pro- 
priety, ſoon after, made. Agreeable 10 this 


regulation, no gentlemen, in ſuture, were to 


be admitted behind the ſcene. 
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JVC 
| E 
ROCEE D, and indulge vourkalf in in 
any manner you pleaſe, whenever 
i « fancy prompts you to wander from the 
road of your hiſtory ; for J read with in- 
+ expreſſible pleaſure every part of your 
letters. — Do you really write thus, my 
dear Madam ? And does my humble attempt 
to afford you entertainment anſwer the in- 
tended purpole ? It does, it does. You tell 
me fo; and I know you are too ſincere to 
flatter me. Thus engouraged, I vill proceed. 
Nor ſhall one reluQtant ſigh at the length of the 
way which ſtill lies before me, or a farther fear 
of proving tireſome to you, eſcape me. 
Notwithſtanding the applauſe beſtowed upon 
my theatrical talents by the people of Dublin, 
was an indubitable proof of my poſſeſſing no 
mean degree of merit, yet I was apprehenſive 
(though naturally vain) that this was rather 
exaggerated by their partiality, and the ſupport 
I received on account of my family from the 


'T: 


higher ranks. I endeavoured” therefore, by 


intenſe application, as I have already told you, 
to render chem more Juſtly deſerving of the 
public approbation. 19 

Mr. Garrick. having about this time pur- 


| chaſed a half-ſhare of the patent of Drury- 


Lane theatre, and my ſucceſs in Dublin having 
reached his ears, he — to engage me for 
Y | the 


. 4. nr 
the enſuing ſeaſon. And Mr. Delany; an aftor 


then of the firſt rate, being obliged to viſit 


Ireland to take poſſeſſion of an eſtate left him 
by his mother, Mr. Garrick deputed him to 
make me an offer of ten pounds a week. This 


offer however I refuſed; and I acknowledge 


my indiſcretion in ſo doing. I muſt here juſt 
obſerve, that the applauſe I met with in co- 
medy was equal, if not ſuperior, to that which 
was beſtowed upon me when 1 played in tra- 
gedy. And by play ing the character of Biddy 
in „Mils in her Teens,” I convinced the 


town, that I was no leſs qualified to perform in 


low than in genteel comedy. /. 

I was about this time informed that Mr. 
Quin had been ſo diſpleaſed with me for my, 
apparent ingratitude, that he had. conſented to 
be reconciled to Mrs. Cibber; and now be- 
ſtowed that generous attention on her that I 
ſhould otherwiſe have ſhared in. He had 
been greatly offended with that lady alſo, on 
account of her deſertion from Covent-Garden 
theatre to Drury-Lane. She lay under as 
many obligations to him for real favours as I 
did for intentional ones; for ſhe. had not 
only been neceſſitated to agcept of thoſe of a, 
pecuniary nature, but had been obliged to, 
him for. her re- eſtabliſnment on the Engliſh 


ſtage, from which ſhe had been precluded, 


for ſome time, by the machinations of her 


buſband. Her ingratitude was, notwithſtanding, 


now obliterated from Mr. Quin's mind, and 
he took her once more under his protettion. 
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: My refuſal of Mr. Garrick's offer offended 
him ſo highly, that, it was ſaid, he formed a 
reſolution never to engage me upon any 
terms whatever. But the reſolutions of ma- 
nagers are ſeldom conſidered as binding, 
when oppoſed by their imereſt. Self. intereſt, 
with them, as with the greateſt part of man- 
kind, is the grand moving principle. Pique, 
zeſentment, prejudice, in an inſtant diſſolve 
before ii. Even pride and arrogance bend 
tybmiſbve: to it. It may therefore be truly 
laid, however degrading the thought, to be 
the riding Paſſion of the human mind. 

Juſt at this period an event happened, 

which if it had N attended with the ex- 
pected conſequences, would have broken Mrs. 
O' Hara's heart, have greatly affected the mind 
of my patrone i. and have ruined my reputa- 
ton jor ever. One night, as I was per form- 
wg the part of Lady Townley in The 
% Provoked Huſband,” 1 received a card from 
Mrs. Butler, wrote in a ſervant's hand, requeſt- 
ing me to come to her houſe as ſoon as I ſhould. 
be at liberty. As the note was delivered to 
me during the performance of the play, I had 
enly leiſure juſt to fend verbally, with my 
compliments, that the fatigue of the evening 
would: -prevent me from being able to do 
If that honour. # 

Had 1 attended to the circumſtance of 
the card's being written by a ſervant, I muſt 
_ have, * convinced that ſomething was 
8 wrong ; 


T £ 


Y L#5 
* 


wrong; as my dear friend Miſs Butler was 
always happy = ſeizing every occaſion to 
write to me. It, however, paſſed unnoticed. 
Not long os 1 received another note, in- 
forming me, that I muſt ablolutely come 
the moment I had finiſhed, and even with- 


out waiting to change my dreſs. © So very 


preſſing an invitation, I own excited my 
curiofity, and made me impatient for the 
concluſion of my buſineſs. I was to have 
played Miſs Biddy in the entertainment ; but 
the gentleman: who was to have performed 
Fribble being ſuddenly taken ill, the -after- 
piece was obliged to be changed; which en- 
abled me to make my curtley much ſooner 
than I had' reaſon to expect. 

My taſk being done, I got into my chair 
in the ſame dreſs in which I had played the 
character of Lady Townley, and haltened 
away to Stephen's-Green. As the dreſs I 
| wore was a modern one, there was no great 

impropriety in my appearing in it off the. ſtage. 
Juſt as I entered one door of the parlour in 
which Mrs. Butler and ber female viſitors 
were, the Colonel, and ſeveral: gentlemen, 
who bad aſt riſen from their bottle, were 
uſhered in at the oppoſite one. The company 
was numerous; and the elegance af my 
dreſs. attradted the attention of all the gentle- 
men; but not one of - the; ladies con- 
deſcended to ſpeak to me. Even the la 
FRO _ I was; > lth 10 wel 


me, 
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me, on my entrance, with a formal declina- 
tion of her head. 

A reception fo different Shan whar I had 
been accuſtomed to in that hoſpitable manſion, 
not only furpriſed, but greatly ſhocked me. 
In this agitation of mind, I made up to Mrs. 
O'Hara, who was preſent, and requeſted ſhe 
would inform me what was the occaſion of it. 
The anſwer I received from her was, that a 
few minutes would determine whether ſhe 
ſhould. ever notice me again. The coolneſs | 
of her manner, whilſt ſhe uttered this, as I 
Vas conſcious of my innocence, and my aunt 
muſt have been well aſſured of the lincerity 
of my heart, piqued my pride for a moment ; 
but this emotion ſoon went off, and 1 Numed, 
-at leaſt in appearance, my uſual tranquillity. 

A gentleman now made his entree, whoſe 
_— ſhape, dreſs, and addreſs, exceeded 

very thing I had ever beheld before. The 
es notwithſtanding, continued to look 
as ſerious and demure as a convocation of 
old maids met on purpoſe to difſe@ the re- 
-putation of a giddy thoughtleſs young one. 
Nor did this beautiful ſtranger, with all his 
ttraftions, ſeem” to be leſs negleted than 
myſelf. From being in ſuch company, and 
in ſuch a ſplendid dreſs, for my head was 
adorned with the: jewels of my patroneſs, 
the gentleman might naturally conclude, that 
1 was'a perſon of quality. And as a young 
lady of 8 — an ä 
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on a moonlight night, with a noble lord, he 
imagined, in all probability, from the reſerve | 
with which he ſaw me received by the ladies, 
that I was the very identical girl who had made 
that faux pas, and who had now obtruded, 
herſelf into the firſt circle in the kingdom. 
What other opinion could he form of me. 
from the preſent appearance of things! 6 
From this motive, or ſome other, his at- 
tention appeared to be fixed upon me, in 
preference to any of the other ladies; and 
he introduced himſelf to me vith an air ſo 
eaſy and confident, that I knew immediately hat 
he had travelled. He acquainted me, that he 
was juſt returned from making the grand tour, 
and was come to take poſſeſſion of his eſtate, 
and ſettle for the remainder of his days in 
Ireland. We then entered into converſation 
on different ſubjects, in which I acquitted my- 
ſelf with more eaſe than I expetted I could 
have done in a ſtate of ſuch ſuſpenſe. My 
affected cheerfulneſs was ſo well counterfeited. 
that it appeared to be real; and I kept up the 
ball with ſo much. ſpirit, that my companion 
ſeemed, 10 entertain a better opinion of me 
| than he bad done at firſt. 
he teſt intended for the diſcovery of ſome 
dubious points, which will preſently be known, 
having now been carried on as long as ne- 
ceſlary, Miſs Buller was ſent to put a ſtop to 
our tete d tete. When my Ganymede, whole 
Fg had been on 1 to hind out who 
Toa T was, 
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1 was, went to the upper end of the room, to 
make the needful inquiries of the lady of the 
houſe. Having in a whiſper aſked he queſ- 
tion, Mrs. Butler anſwered aloud, ** Surely, 
« you muſt know her. I am certain you 
„ know her; nay, that you are well ae- 
« quainted with her.” The gentleman, not 


a little diſconcerted at this. want, -in a lady of | 


faſhion, of what is uſually termed du monde, 
that is, among other things, lying to a 
whiſper i in an audible voice; aſſtred her, ſtill 
m a low tone, that he had never ſeen me be- 
fore, and now felt himſelf greatly intereſted 
in che inquiry. Fye, fye, Mr. Medlicote,” 
returned my patronels, « what can you ſay for 
« yourſelf, when I inform you, that this is 
the dear girl whoſe character you as * 
aſperſed at gr "of 

no plainly perceived, chat this aceom- 
liſhed gentleman, vain of his attractive 

graces, had boaſted, like too many others, of 
favours he had never received ; not knowing 
that he did ſo in the preſence of my beft 
friends, and that there was a certainty of his 
falſe aſſertions being detected. The pencil of 
Hogarth alone could juſtly depidture the con- 
fuſion of the gentleman at this diſeovery of 
his treachery ; or of my petrefaQion at finding 
myſelf the ſubjeR of his flander. It for ſome 
time totally deprived me of the uſe of every 
faculty. Till a at length my patroneſs kindly 
9 me from the ſituation in Which I was 
abſorbed. 
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abſorbed. Coming up to me, ſhe took me 
by the hand, and with a ſmile on her counte- 
nance thus addreſſed me: My dear child, 
you have gone through a fiery trial; but it 
was a very neceſſary one. This gene- 
© man has vilely traduced your character. 
„ you did not merit what he faid of yo: 
but had he ſeen you firſt; at the theatre, 
inſtead of here, he would, doubtleſsly, have 
“ maintained his aſſertions with oaths, and 
there would then have been no poſſibility 
© of contraditting them, however favourably 
ve may have thought of you, notwichſtand- 
« ing. By the method we have purſued; 


though it has been ſomewhat irkſome to 


you, his falfehoods: have been fo palpably 
© diſproved, as not to admit of the leaſt pal- 
4 lation.” Having ſaid this, ſhe embraced 
me in the moſt cordial manner. And as ſoon 
as I got from her embrace, I ran and threw 
myſelf into the arms of my dear aunt, who 
N feel the utmaſt ſatisfaction at my 
triumph. 2 „ © 
| Wy" 46 my traducer, it may be-ſuppoſed he 
did not long diſguſt us with his company. 
Charming and accompliſmed as be was, 
there did not appear to be a wiſh among us all 
to detain him.— How much more charming 
and accompliſhed would he have been, had 
truth ſpread her refulgent beams over thoſe 
perfections with which nature in ſo bounteous 
FL TT Tx 1 | A manner 
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a manner had favoured him !—Of all human 
failings that of detracion is certainly one of 
the worſt. The venom of the tongue is more 
fatal in its conſequences than the deadly poiſon 
of the aſp. It not only proves deſtructive to 
individuals, but to the peace and happineſs of 
whole families. — But its fatal effects are fo 
pointedly and beautifully deſcribed by that 
great maſter of nature, Shakſpere “, in the 
following well-known paſlage, that were I to 
fill up a whole letter with the ſevereſt cenſures 
reaſon and experience could didate, I ſhould 
not be able to ſay the twentieth part the tithe 
of what he has 05 in theſe 1 immortal 
. e 23 
n Good name in man ; ani woman 

'- As the immediate jewel of their fue; 
„Who "ſteals my purſe ſteals traſh, 

u ML ſomething, nothing; 

„ Twas mine, tis bis, and has been * 
„ to thouſands; 2 
+ * But he that filches from me my good 


25 name, 
7 Robe me of chat which not enriches. 
/ 21451238. n, 
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i N | March 31, 17—. 
HEN Mr. Medlicote was gone, one 
of the gentlemen preſent acquainted 
us, that during his travels, he became ena- 


moured with a beautiful Italian lady; who, 
liſtening to his profeſſions of love, leſt her 


family, and became the partner of his flight. 
Her brother, being informed of the ſeduttion, 
purſued” the fair fugitive and her paramour, 


and overtaking them, gave the gentleman his 


choice either to marry his ſiſter, or ſettle the 


affair in the field of honour. Mr. Medlicote, 


finding there was no alternative, prudently 
choſe: the former, and they were accordingly 
united in indiffoluble bondes. 

All the company at Colonel Butler's ſeemed 
to agree in opinion, that had my family and 
fortune equalled his expectations, he would 
have conſidered his union with the Italian lady 
invalid, from its being an ad of compulſion 
on his part, and without the leaſt ſcruple have 


made me an offer of his hand, in defiance of 
honour, humanity, and every tender feeling. 


1 : r . WV | 
Mrs. Butler obſerved; that nothing cou 


equal her pleaſure at this public teſtimony of 
the falſity of Medlicote's accuſation; for not- 


withſtanding ſhe was convinced of my inns- 


cence, and had found it fully confirmed by - 
the propriety of my condutt ſince I had re- 
| ſided 
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fided in that kingdom, ſhe could not have per- 
mitted her daughter to live in terms of ſtrict 
hee > with one whoſe rad was not 
perfectly unſullied. 
derbe alt word unfullied ruck me, at the 
time Mrs. Butler made uſe of it, with änex- 
preſſible forte; and as there is no crime, as I 
have frequently ſaid, that I hold in equal de- 
teſtation with deceit, I determined, let what 
would be the conſequence, to inform that lady 
the firſt opportunity that offered, that I was, 
D „an unfit perſan for an intimate with 
ter, my character having been fullied, 

7 5 very undeſervedly, by the rude reath 
ſcandal, through the 2 — machinations 
ok the noblemen formerly mentioned. For 


the preſent I contented myſelf with entering into 


a vindication of en - eee in which 
3 Wage d. 


as 10 blaſt the character of | moſt, of thoſe 


females. who . were in the . theatrical line, 


merely becauſe. they ſuppoſed. their repuia- 


tion fa o little. ne, that they 


were fit ſabjefts for their ſportive fancy; yet 
there were 2 1 was perſuaded, who trod 
the ſlage, and were truly virtuous. 1 Þrought 
as examples a, Pritchard and a Clive; 


whom I ſaid, I doubted not but many 3 


n el I een. chat were ac- 


in” 114 3 x, 75 9 treſſes 


£4 4 


old the company, that tho many 
K. ng men, through levity, were 3 


* "adi he a r 
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treſſes as chaſte as veſtals, ſuch a tongue as a 
Medlicote's may by infamous infinuations blaſt 
their fame for ever, notwithſtanding there were 
as little foundation for them, as thoſe with re- 
gard to myfelf had juſt been diſcovered to 
have. 1 concluded with declaring that I 


thought a woman who preſerved an un- 


blemiſhed reputation on the ſtage, to be in- 
finitely more praiſeworthy, than thoſe who 
retained. a good name, merely becaule they 
were ſecured by rank or fortune from the 
temptations: attreſſes. are expoſed to; or than 


ſuch. as, through their mediocrity in life, do 


not fall in the way of the gay and diſſolute. 
Here Colonel Buder interrupted my declama- 
ton, by foging, * And ſhe may be chaſte that 
never as tried. This fally of his, which 
came in fo e@-propos, and tended to confirm the 
propghitians I had juſt been ſtriving t6.etablith; 
xeltared: cheerfulneſs; who, though fhe re- 
turned ſo late, was a very welcome viſitor. 
When I returned home, though it was 
very late, I could not ſleep for the refledions 
which. aroſe in my mind, on a review of 
the incidents of the day. * How much,“ 
cried I, „are the world miſtaken in their 


ideas of virtue, as well as of happineſs! the 


generality of mankind ſeem to compriſe 
every virtue in that of chaſtity. - Without 
doubt, chaſtity is one of the firſt and moſt 
** juſtly admired . virtues that adorns the 


© female mind; yet when we conſider, 
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that puniſhment certainly attends a "REAL 
of that virtue; that the great monitor 


16 


conſcience is perpetually preying on the 


heart of every frail fair one capable of 
reflection; and that diſgrace is their 
conſequent portion; ſurely the truly vir- 
* tuous ought rather to | pity, and pour 


© balm into the boſom of | thoſe who are 


'* thus unfortunately condemned to an 


T 


earthly purgatory, and may have many 
© extenuations to plead, than add to their 
« affliions by reproaches or contempt.” — 


Such were my ſentiments at that period, 


young as I was, and ſuch are they at 
this hour. But though I thus plead the 
Cauſe of the unfortunate, it is not. becauſe 
I have unhappily a claim to the ſame 
lenity myſelf, or that I wiſh to extenuate 
a deviation from the path of reQitude in 
this point; I have as bigh a veneration 
for chaſtity and her true votaries, and I 
as much regret. the loſs of innocence (my 
mind ſtill retaining its native purity) as 


the moſt. unerring of my ſex. can do.— 


But as let ſays, Somewhat too men 
“of this.” 


In the morning. after a releſs night, 74 
found myſelf in a fever. The different pa- 


fions with which my mind had been agitated 
during the preceding evening, had been more 
than my body could bear, and a fever en- 
* * was — in the leaſt concerned at my 

indiſpolition, 
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indiſpoſition, as it gave me an opportunity of 
ſtaying at home without offending any one. 
My friends, however, were greatly alarmed. 
Mrs. Butler and her beloved daughter did me 
the honour to pay me a vilit, and my abſence 
from the theatre was conſidered as a general 
calamity. During my confinement I could not 
help indulging my reflections on the ſubject 
which had lately taken poſſeſſion of my mind; 
and I never before viewed the profeſſion I had 
embraced in ſo humiliating a light as I now did 
through Medlicote's- aſperſions. That every 
fool who happened to be poſſeſſed of a fortune, 
ſhould think himſelf licenſed to take liberties 
with me; or even that my own footman, upon 
any diſlike, ſhould be able to go for a ſhilling 
into the theatre, and inſult me; was what 1 
could not bear to think of. The very idea 
affected me ſo much, that I never could regain, 
from this time, the ſelf-ſufficiency I poſſeſſed 
before. My indiſpolition increaſed from theſe 
corroding thoughts; and it was ' ſeveral days 
before I was able to attend at the theatre. 
When I did fo, a diſagreeable event happen- 
ed, which retarded my perfect recovery, and, 
with ſome other concurrent eircumſtances, was 
the cauſe of my leaving Ireland. 
Mr. Sheridan, in conſequence of the inſult 
I had received from Mr. St. Leger, as before 
related, and on account of the inconveniences 
ariſing from the cuſtom, had given a general 
order at the doors of the theatre, and notice 
z : in 
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in all the able papers, that no gentle man 


was, on any account, to be admitted behind 
the ſcenes. It happened one night, juſt as 1 
was ſo far recovered as to venture to the houſe, 
but not to perform; that an officer, who had 
more wine in his head, than humanity in his 
heart, inſiſted on pafling the centry placed at 
the ſtage-door. The poor fellow perſiſting in 


His refaſa of adininagce, the officer 1 his 


fword and ſtabbed him in the thigh, with fo 


much violence, that the weapon broke, and 


left a piece in the moſt dangerous part. Hear- 
ing a riot on the Rage, I ran from the box in 
which I 2 and flew in my fright to the next 
centinel for protection. This happening to be 
the man who had been wounded, I found my- 
&If in a moment encompaſſed by numbers, 
Jr was. Obliged to be a witneſs to the broken 


into by it, as 1 was not perſetily reſtored to 


bealih, were productive of a relapſe. The. 
man, however, happily recovered through the 


placidneſs of bis difpofition.; but baving loſt 
the uſe of his leg, the offender, who was a 
man of. — b arTaer ning | 
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being taken out. The unexpeRedneſs 
of this ſcene, and ibe terrors I was thrown 
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"LETTER ome 


April 5, 7—. 


'BOUT the time that I was ſo well re. 
covered of my diſorder as to be able 
to play again, Mr. — wiſhing to try his 
fortune in England, went off without giving 
the manager any previous notice, or paying 
any reſpett to his articles. I have already 
oblerved that Mr. Sheridan was held in high 
eſtimation by: the people of Dublin. The 
young gentlemen belonging to to 'the coll 


looked upon him as a divinity. The ladies 
of his acquaintance flattered him; and his own | 


vanity miſguided him. Thus ſituated, he 


thought himſelf equal to any undertaking the 


ſtage required. So that, upon Mr. Barry's 
departure, he left the charadters in which he 
could have no competitor, to enter into the 
walk of levers and genteel comedy. It is 
true, his figure was tolerable, and might have 
ſuited this line; but his voice and manner to- 
tally precluded him from making any W 
rative ſtand in them. 

It was'not long before he was convinced of 


his miſtake ; Mi ſeemed by his revival of 
Aſop to wiſh to find out plays that were more 
ſuited to his ſcientific talents. In caſting a 


part for me in this piece, that of the Young 
*. was conſidered as too inſignificant. The 
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Categorical Lady required too much volu- 

bility, and I was obliged to put up with that 
of Doris, which was the character of an old 
nurſe; and a part of ſuch immenſe length, 
that this and Aſop $ made two thirds of the 
performance. 

There was no doubt Hoy. Mr. Sheridan, 

who mult be allowed to be the beſt ee, 
that ever trod our ſtage, would have made 


a very capital figure in a character which 


was fo. conſpicuouſly marked out for his ta- 
lents, had not the performance been inter- 
rupted on the firſt night of its repreſentation. 
The houſe was ſo much crowded, that a per- 
fon, I will not ſo far degrade the title of gen- 
deman, as to beſtow on him that appellation, 
finding himſelf inconveniently ſituated in the 
pit, got over the ſpikes which divide that 
part from the ſtage. This removal received 
marks of diſapprobation from many of the au- 
dience, who by no means approved of the new 
regulation, which debarred them from com- 
ing behind the ſcenes. Mr. Kelly (that was 
the perſon's name) was not a lutle pleaſed 


that he had eſcaped from his confined fitua- 


tion, and at the ſame time ſhewn by this ma- 
nœuvre an appearance of courage, which. he 

was conſcious he did not really poſſeſs. 
-_ . Elevated with his ſuccels, he made his 
way to the green-room. Having heard much 
of the liberties taken by the gentlemen. with 
the. . during the time that they 


is: "a 7 — 4 were 
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were admitted behind the ſcenes, I had adopt- 
ed Mr. "pare mode of confining myſelf to 
my dreſſing- room. But being apprehenſive 
_ that I was not perfe@ in a ſcene which was 


moſtly lines, and which I was to repeat in the 


next act, I went into the green-room to requeſt 
Mrs. Dyer to run it over with me. 
When J entered the room, I obſerved that 
lady to be greatly confuſed, and that The 
could not move out of an arm-chair in which 
ſhe fat, from a man's impeding her. She 
whiſpered me as I drew near, that Kell 
had moſt: groſsly infulted her. Upon which, 
not conſidering the brutality of a drunken 
man, particularly of an illiterate Iriſhman 
when drunk, I aſked her why ſhe ſtaid to 
hear him? I had no ſooner ſaid this, than 
I obſerved J had offended the brute, and 
accordingly ran out of the green-room into 
my dreſſing- room, which adjoined to it. 
When I got in, I prudently locked the door, 
Judging that a wretch who could dare to infult 
a woman with an indelicate converſation, 
would daſtardly ſtrike or mifuſe any of the ſex, 
on a ſuppoſed offence. It was a very provi- 
_ dential circumſtance that I had purſued this 
ſtep; for I had ſcarcely done ſo, when Kelly 


purſued me, and attempted to force the door; 


at the ſame time {wearing vengeance againſt 
me.—W hat: outrages againſt decency, deco- 
rum, and humanity, are drunken men guilty 
of, even if ignorance and brutality are not 
| . united 


= 
=. 
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united with. intoxication! It was no had cuſ- 
tom of the ancient Romans, to make their 
{laves drunk once à year, that their children 
might be witneſſes to the deteſtable conſequen- 
ces of inebriation, and early learn to abhor it. 

Tbe morſe which Kelly made at my drefling- 
room door alarmed the audience, and drew 
the manager to inquire: into the cauſe of it. 
Finding Kelly thus riotoufly diſpoſed,” he de- 
fired/him to quit the ſcenes. - The other re- 
fuſing, Mr, Sheridan ordered him to be turn- 
ed out hy force. He nom found room in the 
pit, as ſeveral of the manager's friends, on 
hearing the diſturbance, had. left their places, 
and gone into his room 40 learn the occaſion 
of it. The play proceeded till ve were come 
20 the- firſt ſcene of the laſt act, when an orange 
e was thrown at Mr. Sheridan, who 
ed the charatier of Æſop, and fo well di- 
20 ed, that it dented the iron of the falſe noſe 

which he wore, into his fſoreheae. 

Mr. Sheridan was not only born and bred 
a gentleman, bat poſſeſſed as much perſonal 
courage as any man breathing. It may there- 
fore be ſuppoſed, that he would not put up 
with ſuch an indignity. - He went forward, 
and addreſſed the audience, or the perſon that 
vas ſuppoſed to throw it; but what he faid, 
my fright prevented me from hearing. The 
Curtain was then dropped, and the piece left 
uhfiniſhed: The fooliſh. being who had oc- 
caſioned this confuſion; Kelly, now ä | 
5 STLET Þ 4 : 
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the manager's, room to demand ſatisfaction. 
And this he immediately gave him in the moſt iu 
. le manner, with an Oak ſtick, which, as i 
Kd. he had carried in his hand during the 9 
performance; whilſt, Kelly, to ihie great enter- 
tainment of ſuch of Mr. perde friends as 
_ were preſent, fell upon the ground in tears, 
crying out at the ſame time, that he. Tow 
.* ſeverely. repent this - ulage to a. gentleman.” _ 
To the diſgrace of the-military. (for-he wore a 
cockade) during this humiliating e 
Kelly had a ſword by his ſide. 
When the manager had given Kell 
| ſevere.correQion, for his 1 ary pr 
ality, he ſuffered him to crawl away, for 
walk he could not, to Lucas's Ce ee 
As ſoon as he got there, he claime the 
compaſſion. of the company: NAD aving in- 
ſormed them how ill he had been uſed, to 
intereſt, hem the. more in his favour, falſely 
added, that: Me; Sheridan had had the auda- | 
*. to declare, that e was a better gentle- 
m man than any one who had been that night 
At the theatre. It is neceſſary bete to ac- 
\ quaint you, that Lycas's Coffee-Hpule, i is. the 
place to Which the Iriſh gentlemen uſually 
"reſort to decide, in anthondurable Way; their . 
quarrels. -Whilft, the Fate 4.5 mo ü 
the yard to .cquire.gl ory., the. rel; of. the 1 
company flock tothe, windavs, 10, ſee that Nc bh 
unfair advantages are täken, and to mk e bets, 
on which df them , -And- of theſe 
Vor. J. combats, 


* 
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ombats, * can affure vou, there are not 2 | 
few; . the Hibernians oY extremely cap- 
rious ; and very often ready 10 take offence 
where none is intended. You muſt © ſpeak 
«by the card” amongſt them, or a quarrel 
- will enfae. They are poſſeſſed of many good 
qualifications,” Bur this ccins to be one of the 
MN ſoibles Af the country. 5 M64 

It is not to be Voßdered at, that perſons of 
this caft ſhould be eafily excited to enter into 
Any propoſal which ſeemed likely to be pro. 
duttive of a riot. More ci" as moſt 
"of the frequemers of Lucas's, at that time, 
Ha 4 na 172 anti pathy to all learning, ex- 
cep t that. io af tele mo, enabled 
A to. dliſtingaim good Uaret f rom.” bad. 
They therefore one Bd all agreed to fally 
forth to lay ege' to Smock- Aſfey- Theatre 
And ſacrifice the preſumptuous manager of 
it, for haying forfeited "the name of gentle- 
man, by appearing upon the ſtage. They 
"Hkewile” l another excitement, which was 
be 500 werful wich perſons of their liberal 

thinking; Ant that was his having 

50 he” misfortune to have had a claſſical 
education, which he had greatly improved by 
application and intenſe ſtudy. 
Mr. Sheridan not ſuppoling any perſons 
could be found weak enough to abet ſuch a 
"cowardly being, imagined the affair was over, 
"At leaſt for that night; and he had retired, to 
"enjoy himſelf with ſome of his friends. The 
nan theatre 
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cheatre was alſo ſhut up. The heroes, how- 
ever, made a brave aſſault againſt it, and ſtrove 
to force the doors. But finding them too 
ſtrongly barricaded, to hope for ſuccels, hey 
retired for that night. | 
The next evening, the Fair Nai was 
to be performed for the benefit of a public 
charity. Notwichſtanding which, upon the 
appearance of Mr. Sheridan, in the charakter 


of Horatio, the Bucks, as they termed them- 


ſelves, immediately aroſe, and cried, © Out 


with the ladies, and down with the houſe.” 
It is impoſſible to defcribe to you the hor- 


rors of a riot at a Dublin theatre. The con- 
ſternation and fright which it occaſioned 
among the ladies, with whom the ſtage was 

exceedingly crowded, is beyond (conception. 
Huſbands and brothers were buſily employed 


in taking care of their wives and ſiſters; and 


all was a ſcene of confuſion. 

Mr. Sheridan was early eie by his 
friends to quit the houſe; but he would not 
hear of it. However, when the rioters leaped 
upon the ſtage, and threatened his liſe, he 
found a retreat abſolutely neceſſary for the 
preſervation - of it. Had he not prudently 
taken this ſtep, theſe ſons of Bacchus would 
certainly have put their threats into execution; 
for they broke open every door in the houſe, 


to find the offender, as they called him. Theſe 
daſtardly rufhans broke open the wardrobe, 


and as they could not find the manager, they 


H 2 revenged 
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revenged themſelves upon the ſtufſing of Fal. 
ſtaff, which they ſtabbed in many places. 
In their reſearches, they did me the honour 
of a viſit. Two gentlemen of quality having 
joined the rioters, out of curioſity, one of 
them Mr. Edward Huſſey, now Lord Beaulieu, 
the other Mr. Mirvan, they came to the door 
of my dreſſing : room, and very politely told 
me, they were come to protect me from in- 
ſult. But apprebending them, in my fright, 
to be leaders of the mob, and finding that the 
Tioters were determined to leave no part of 
the theatre unſearched, inſtead of returning 
_ thanks for their politeneſs, as I ſhould: have 
done, I anſwered, with ſome acrimony, that 
my room was an improbable place to find 
the perſon they wanted, as I certainly ſhould 
not undreſs, was there a gentleman in it.“ 
Upon this Kelly advanced, and miſtaking 
me, as I imagined, for Mrs. Dyer; ſaid I was 
he bo hadoccaſioned allthe diſturbance. 
And I don't know whether 1 ſhould have eſ- 
caped further inſult, had I not, in a reſolute 
tone of voice, ordered them to quit the room. 
To this at length they conſented, upon being 
permitted to lift up the covering of my toilette, 
tb ſee whether the manager was there. As 
ſoon as they were departed I hurried to my 
chair, and Mr. Huſſey had the humanity to 
Walk by the fide of it, to fee me ſafe home. 
And I was never more rejoiced in my life, than 
wehen 1 found myſelf ſecure within the 8 
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The magiltrates having reaſon to appre- 
hend that greater miſchief : would enſue, if 
the theatre continued open, ordered it to be 
ſhut up till the benefits commenced. The 
affair, however, did not end here; for the 
College-Boys, as they are uſually termed, in 
order to revenge the cauſe of their fellow- 
ſtudent, as well as to ſhew their reſentment 


at being deprived of their favourite amuſe- 


ment, 100k it into their heads to pay Mr. 
Fitzgerald, Mr. Kelly, and ſeveral other ring- 
leaders of the rioters, a morning viſit, and 
obligingly invited them to partake. of ' a 
breakfaſt at their college; where they he- 
ſtowed as much cold water upon them from” 
their- pump, as ſerved to keep their heads' 


perfetily cool to defend. their cauſe againſt 


the manager, who had the ſame day com- 
n a denen h them, 


. 
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TN e 10, 13. 
F T E R "the account 1 gave you in 
laſt, can you wonder, Madam, at 
ings leſs plealed with the profellion I 
was os ak in, than I was: when youth and 
* x, inexperience 
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inexperience preſented to my view only the 
plealing ſide of it; or that I grew tired of a 
country, where I was ſubject to ſuch conti- 
nual alarms? A learned friend of mine fre- 
quently! made uſe of the Latin phraſe, Expe- 
rientia docet. Experience teaches, I think, he 
told me, was the Englim of it. And I am 
ſure it has taught me, that there is no ſtate 
of life but what has its inconveniences as 
well as its conveniences ; and the odds are, 
that the latter are more abundant, than the 
former. But let me no e detain vou 
from my ſtory, - 
Being always eto at - Bene Butler * 
when J was not at the theatre, and that fa- 
mily having juſt heard of the riot, they were 
much alarmed ſor my ſafety. I, conſe- 
quently, received a very preſſing letter, the 
next morning, requeſting that I would im- 
mediately come- to them at their country- 
houſe, where they at-that time were. But 
J was fo much indiſpoſed, from the terrors 
1 had lately experienced, that I begged to 
be excuſed till the day following. 

As my mother had uſually ſo little of my 
company, fhe was pleaſed with my refuſal 
to go to Colonel Butler's, and propoſed great 
fatisfaQtion from my fpending the day with 
her. In the afternoon 1 - ſent'my ſervant, 
Mrs. O Bryen, of whom I have made honour- 
able mention before, to inquire after our- 


1 OT N n who was ill of a 
feven. 
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fever. About ſeven. eclock ſhe returned, 
with a countenance full as expreſſive of hor- 
ror as his could be, ha drew Priam's 
4 curtains im the dead of night, and told him 
„ half his Troy was burnt.”, , She had no 
fooner. entered the room, than fhe began to 
exclaim, in a moſt dele ful tone, Oh Ma- 
% dam, Oh Madam!“ which was all ſhe was 
able to utter; and it was ſome time before 
we could get an explanation from her. At 
length ſhe informed us, that the poor doc- 
tor 1 died during the laſt night, and. that, 
they, were already going. to bury bim. She 
added, that as they were about to ſhroud 
the body, the orifices which had been made: 
in his arms, on bleeding him before his de- 
ceaſe, had bled afreſh. 
| 1. 6 it was now fo late in the evening ;- as 
the houſe we had lately removed to was full 
to miles from the doctor's reſidence; as 
my mother kad been eonfined ſome; months 
by the rheumatiſm; and as I was ſo much 
mige it was impolffible for either my 
mother or myſelf to reach the place of his 
abode time enough to prevent his premature 
interment; which, but for theſe reaſons, we 
certainly ſhould. have done. We likewiſe 
found that Mrs. Walken had been prevailed 


on, by the earneſt entreaties of her ſiſter, to 


leave the houſe, and retire witf her to Dun- 
leary. My mother, therefore, ordered the 
ſervant to take a coach, and if the eorpſe 
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was" interred; to have it taken up at all events, 
coſt what it would: 1 

* You can give the” common people of Ire- 
land no greater” treat than a' wake. Our 
maid, * conſequently; "had many companions 
before ſhe reached the houſe; eſpecially as 
ſhe made no ſecret of her errand. When' 
chey arrived, they learned that the body 
had been interred immediately after her de- 
parture, left” the diſorder he died of, which 
was thought to be epidemic, "ſhould prove 
contagious. They were further informed, 
that as Mrs. Walker was of the ſc@ of Ana- 
baptifts, it had been depoſited, by her order, 
m their burying- dun which Was ſituated 
at the extremity of the city. | 

The people who accompanied our ſervant 
having come out with an intention of ſpend- 
ing the night in their favourite amuſement, 
| they*now reſolved to go to ſeek the ſexton, 
and carry my mother's commands into exe; 
Eution : but as it was ſo late, they could 
not find His houſe. They, however, as no_ 
obſtruAions, can retard £24 Iriſh in any fa- 
vourite . putſuit,  clathbered over the gate, 
men, women, and children, and thus entered 
E” Tece acle, of the dead. Whilſt they 
fac found the gr ave, .O*Bry en heard, or ought 
fhie heard, a e 3 "Wie made them ex- 


775 with” gr cat itt i dence the return. * 
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As * as es made her appearance, 
ſome labourers, who had juſt come to their 
work, acquainted them where the ſexion 
lived; and he was prevailed on, though not 
without ſome difficulty, to comply with their 
requeſt. Accordingly, the canonized bones 
of the doctor, which had, a few hours be- 
fore, been hearſed In death, reviſited the 


« glimpſes of the morn,” Upon opening the 


coffin (I ſhudder whilſt I relate the horrid 
ſcene) they found the body now totally de- 
prived of life, but obſerved that the late in- 
habitant of it had endeavoured to * burſt his 
cearments,“ and leave the dreadful manſion 

in which he was confined. He had actually 
e his fide ; and, as my ſervant had 
reported, 4 "bis arms had bled afreſh. The 
coffin was carried to the houſe of the ſexton, 
where multitudes, excited by curioſity, flock+ 


ed from all parts to ſee this memorable in- 


ſtance of fruitleſs precaution, The family, 
however, hearing of the ,circumſtances, the 


body was ordered to be re-interred, n the 
affair was huſhed up. 


Are you caſuiſt enough to tell me bow it 
happens, that we are generally diſappointed in 
the grand expeRations of our lives; and find 
our favourite wiſhes: crofled ? Never was there 
a more ſingular confirmation of this fact, chan 
in the caſe of the doctor. The fear of being 
buried alive ſeems to have engroſſed all his 
og The ts which aroſe ” 
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| his mind, both on his own account and that off 5 


others, furniſhed him with an inexhauſtible 
fund for converſation, and gave frequent em- 


ploy ment to his pen. The preſentiment which 


had taken poſſeſſion of him was not to be 
ſuppreſſed. But alas? how unavailing, from 
a combination of preventive circumſtances, 

did it prove Let it ſerve as a document to 
us, not to fix our hearts, with too much anxi- 
ety, on any object that lies within the reach 


of the accidents of life, or to indulge too great 


| tr e of any dreaded evil. 


] was greatly affected at the melancholy 
accident which had juſt happened, but my 


mother was almoſt Aiſtradted at being obliged 


to break a promiſe ſhe had fo ſolemnly made, 
and which would have proved ſo conſonant to 
the withes of her old friend. Having, at the 
time I firſt mentioned this promiſe, given 

my ſentiments on the obſervance of it, I ſhalt 
only add here, that a breach of a ſolemn en- 
gagement is always attended with regret, as 
my mother now found to her coſt. 

I have oſten wondered that humanity, ex- 
elufive of affeQion, does not prevent thoſe 
who have had a regard for perſons during their 
lives, from leaving them in their laſt moments, 
through a falſe tenderneſs, to the care of nurſes 
and ſervants, who are uſually inſenſible to 
every claim but thoſe of their own eaſe or 
Intereſt, Too ſuſceptible of pain, from be- 
EY the expiring pangs of a beloved __ 
1 ey 
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| Hey backen from it. Whereas that ought to- 
be: the ſtrongeſt motive for their ſtay, as theſe; 
would ſtimulate them to unremitted afliduity. 
in adminiſtering every needful. aſſiſtance whilſt, 
life: remains, and to a due attention to the 
body till its interment. The moſt pleaſurable. 
reflection I now am ſenſible: of, is, that the 
three perſons I loved and eſteemed moſt, ex- 
pired in my arms. Theſe were, my. dear 

Miſs Conway, my mother, and a worthy and; 

much - regretted friend, many of the hs nc 
of whoſe life you will find. hereafter inter- 

woran mit my Own... - 

Ai. tear that obtrudes itſelf} on the recollec- 

yon of ſcenes, which. have already cauſed me 

ſo many, dims my. fight others follow, and. 
trickle in quick ſucceſſion down my cheek.. 
The ſubject awakens. all my ſenſibility. And, 
ſurely, a heart more ſuceptible of alt the ten- 

der feelings never throbbed in a female boſom. 
The ſoft effuſion ovezwhelms, e, muſtlay. 
dne Bile {crit ͥ A og ed 
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my laſt. Every tender ſenſation, was 
ed, when, the loſs of ſuch. dear. and 
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valued Friends became, even by -anticipation; 


the ſubject of my -4 The ttickling tear 
I will however now 


would or be repel 


endeavour to preced with more compoſure. 
It being inipoſſible for me to leave my 


by dhe late melancholy ineident, I ſent an 
apology to my reſpetted patroneſs, informing 


her, at the fame time, of the cauſe. From 
the many diſagrèeable eircumſtances which 


had lately occurred, one upon another, my 


mind took as ſeri a turh as when 1 lived 


in retirement at the Farmer's at Ingateſtone. 
I-toft my vivatity, and delighted more in 
being alone than in company. To this, the 
frequent viſits of Mr. Crump, who I now 
found” courted me by proxy, made no little 
addition. His being always a conſtant attend- 


ant at my mother's patties Arge v home dif- | 


apgreeable"t6 nie. 
My mother ehdes worked to bnd but the 


cauſe of a change ſo totally nn; to my 
natural diſpoſition, but in vain. Having 


heard me ſpeak warm! in — of the 


outward attrations of Medi ſhe was 


apprehenſive that the fuperficial qualifica- . 


tions of that empty man bad ciptivated me. 
But when the reflected that ſhe had as frequent- 
Jy heard me declare, that I would not ma 

Fim, were he diſengaged, and offered me His 
had; placing a confidence in that Fincerity 
B had ever been _ boaſt, her fears 


$i a * 


$4. | vaniſhed 


mother in the ſituation ſhe was reduced to 
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vaniſhed relative to him. What then could 
be the cauſe? for a cauſe there muſt be. This 
perplexed her. And as ſhe was very defirous 
of ſeeing me married to Mr. Crump, prefer- 
ring eaſy circumſtances to happineſs, the was 
anxious to find out and remove it. 

- Whilſt I appeared in public, ſhe was — 
fa urpriſed nor diſpleaſed at ſeeing verſes ad- 
dreſſed to me from one dying fwain or other; 
but my praiſe having been frequently re- 
ſounded by an unknown Strephdn, ſince 
the theatre had been ſhut up, — 1 lived 
a more recluſe life, her fears were ex« 
cited by it. And laymg aſide the forrow ſhe 
had lately ſuffered for her deceaſed: friend, 
ſubſtituted in its room anxiety for her living 
daughter. 80 ſuſpicious now was ſne be- 
come of my having entered into ſome tender 
engagement vithout her conſent, that even 
the ſtrongeſt teſtimony of -affettion that I 
could give her, that of almoſt conſtantly ſtay- 
ing at home with: her, could not remove her 
apptohenfions. Jt even added to them, —_ 
conſidered ſuch novel behaviour only as 
contrivance to Ther the Older from this fa 
2 admirer.. 

Upon my n W Mr. Cramy 
ui her — he alſo took the alarm, 
and never reſted till he had diſcovered the 
author of the verſes which had been the cauſe 
of their ſears, and; ab they ſuppoſed, of the 
alteration im my temper. * We - I; 
7 0 an 
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In the neighbourhood of our reſidence 
Kved a gentlewoman who was related to moſt 
_ ef the Catholics of diſtinttion in. the kingdom 
of Ireland. She had married a Mr. Kendall, 
belonging to the Cuſtom-Houſe, | by whom 
ſhe had ſeveral children. Finding. however, 
her huſband's ineome inadequate to the ſup- 
port of ſo large a family, ſne had, | agreeable 
to the advice of her friends, ſet up a ſabſcrip- 
tion card-afſembly. Her daughters likewiſe 
employed themſelves in making the linen of 
their relations, 4or n _ were eren 
well paid. 
As this aſſewdly was ee im Beiduin- 
Street, which joined to Summer-Hill; where 
we reſided; having been often invited to go 
toit, I one day ſent my name down, and 
went the ſame evening. I had the honour 
of being perſonally | known to moſt: of the 
company. There was a young gentleman, 
bowever, whom I could not recollect hat 
had ever ſeen before; though, as I was after- 
wards informed, he had been my conſtant at- 
tendant and admirer at the 5 His name 
was Jephſon, and he was of Trinity-College. 
Whilſt I fat at cards, this ten rivetted to 
the back of my chair; and upon my getting up 
togo homie, he requeſted leave to eſcort me. 
When we reached my mother's, without 
haviog the leaſt idea of giving her umbrage 
or room ſor cenſure; I aſked him in, that I 
might have an opportunity of introducing him 
1 | | | to- 
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to her. I could not help obſerving, thatthe 
received him with unuſual formality and re- 
ferve. As foon as he was gone, my mother 
aſked me how long J had been acquainted with 
Mr. Jephſon p 1 told her, with a compoſure 
that ſtaggered her, that to the beſt of m 
knowledge I had not ſeen him till that 1 
Not ſatisfied with this declaration, ſhe deſired 
that I would give her my honour to what I had 
ſaid. To which I replied, with an inſolence 
that ſtabs me to the heart as I repeat it, E 
vill never give my honour, Madam, to 
& any one who dares to diſpute my word. 

I had no ſooner uttered the word dares, than 
the impropriety of it immediately ſtruck me. 
And every time che converſation occurs to 
my memory, I feel an inexpreſſible pang at 
my having preſumed. to make ule of it to a 
R Remorſe and diſquietude ought to: 

e the portion ef all thoſe who · loſe ſight of 
the duty they owe to their parents. Honoun 
thy father and thy mother how ſtrong the 
injunttion land how pleaſing the reward - 
that thy days may be long, &e. Next to- 
the reverence: due from us to the univerſal. 
Parent ef \mankind, ſtands the duty we -e 
our earthly parents; one is equally as obliga- 
tory as the other. Thank Heaven! it was 
only in this inſtance, and this: was not from 
the heart, that Lever knowingly: offended the 
author of my birth. It was my_misfortune- 
as. r tenacious: to a degree, relative to the 
a i attribute: 
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attribute 1 ſo much valued alt on, * 


cerity:; and whatever ſeemed to reflect on 
that, gave me offence. I was conſcious of 


my petulance (to call it by no harſher name) 


the moment it eſcaped me; yet, reluttant to 
acknowledge my error, or to ſubmit, as I 
ought to have done, I ordered the horſes to 
be put to, before my mother was up, and ſet 
off to join my beloved friends. 
Alarmed at my perſeverance, and Lngniing 


my temper was to be moulded to her own 


wiſhes by gentle means, but, if controuled, 
that it would run retrograde, even to the ex- 
treme of obſtinacy, ſhe ſent a meſſenger to 
me with a letter the next day. In it ſhe re- 
queſted that I would excuſe what ſhe had 
ſaid the day before, it being the reſult of her 
38388 for my welfare, as ſhe had 


been inſormed that Mr. Jephſon, the young 


gentleman Who had ſeen me home, was the 
enamorato who had lung my praiſe ſo frequent] 

af late. To which ſhe added, that the uhuſual 
reſerve and gloom which: had for ſome time 
. clouded my brow, ſeemed to confirm her fuſ- 
picions; which if well founded, as the hoped 
they vere not, mult prove deſtructive to my 
happineſs, he being entirely dependent on his 
relationb, and had it not in his: care to _ 

* for me as ſhe could wi. 


My mother's condeſcenſion ad the 


more, as IL was by this time, from the reflec- 


un ou ä "ey ſen- 
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able chat J had been to blame; ; and the 
more ſo, from her dependent ſituation on me, 
which ought to have made me more citcum- 
ſpeQ in my duty towards her, and the more 

careful of giving her offence. There is a 
2 in this point, of which unthinking 
and vulgar minds ate not ſuſceptible; but nt 
weighs much with every vell-bred perſon, and 
all ſuch as have a juſt idea of propriety of 
conduct. I wrote her conſequently a ſub- 
miſhye anſwer, and informed her that I would 
return the next day. But an expreſs arriving 
with an account that Lord Lanſborough, a near 
relation of Colonel Butler's, was dangerouſy 
ill, we * nN to Dublin the. ſame even- 
ing. 

I was. not diſpleaſed at being obliged to 
return ſo ſoon, as I was miſerable till I made 
an atonement to my mother for my undutiful 
behaviour. | She received me with that plea- 
ſare which is ever united with teat. affection; 
and I never fpent an evening with more 
ſatisfaction. Being thus reconciled do each 
other, and that confidence which had hither- 
to ſubſiſted between us being reſtored the 
deſired mt to inform her; without any re- 
ſerve, of the eguſe of thy late thoughtfulneſs. 
I acquainted het, with truth, that it folely 
aroſe from the precariouſneſs of my preſent 
ſituation, which every day became ls and 
more difagreeable to me. I then recapitulated 
the following circumſtances? aan ge 
20 5 In 
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In the firſt place I was apprehenſive that as 
ſoon as the theatre was opened again Mr. 
Sheridan would appear in the characters of 


Antony, Romeo, &e. and from play ing wih 


a. perſon fo diſqualified by nature for ſuch 
parts, I too much feared I ſhould loſe in ſome 
meaſure the reputation I had gained. In the 
next place, the deelining health of my worthy 
and much loved Mrs. Butler gave me great 
uneaſineſs. And as the propoſed going to 
Spa for her recovery, and after that to the South 
of France, it would be a very long me 
before. I had the happineſs to 8 her again, if 
ever I did. To theſe forrow may be 
added the loſs of Miss St. Leger's company. 


A friend for whom I had the tendereſt regard, 
and who bad ſtaid but a ſhort month in 


Dublin. Mrs. O' Hara was likewiſe confined 


o her room, by which I was deprived of being 
with ber ſo much as duty and affeftion 


prompie d. The laſt, but not the leaſt reafon 
of. my diſquiet, was my apparent ingratitude 
to Mr. Quin. My leaving England without 
conſulting him on the engagement I was about 


to enter into, or even without taking leave of 


him, often ſtruck me forcibly, 


and gave me 


many a pang. A falſe modeſty, I now per- 


ceived, had made me avoid that dear man. 
Inſtead of eonſidering him as my Mentor, and 
unboſoming myſelf to him upon every occa- 


and probity, I left the country in * 
+ | 


fon that required the counſel | of experience 
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he reſided. From him ſhould I have al- 
ways been ſure of meeting with relief, com- 
paſſion, and comfort. My regard for him was 
truly filial. Whilſt I loved him, F dreaded 

his frowns more than any misfortune which 
could befall me. But baſhfulneſs eonquered 
affection.— With ſineerity and truth thus did 1 
unfold to my mother the cauſes of that alte- 
ration in my demeanour, Which ſnhe could not 
account for. As there is a confidence attend 
ing innate reQitude that commands belief, ſhe 
_ readily gave credit to my aſſertions, and was 
convinced of the propriety of my feelings. 
My vanity prompts me to. conclude this leiter 
with ſome lines, my Inamorato Mr. Jephſon 
wrote upon me in ow charakter of Bebeidera. 


0 „en he of Naure, and we pride of 
ee ee th 5; 
4 « Equally et to glad and pain the 

+ 4 NH; heart. 

” Thee, various s paſſions you accompliſh 
hne, | 
= Your looks exprefive ſpeak the coming 
n line. | * | 
1 Ador d ee with 0 you dies 
þ i: Each * e ee ee 8 a ICY * 

Ver. « eye, oh | 
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(LETTER N vi. 


5 | | 0 April 24, wo. 
A 8 the alen of my laſt letter was 
A. rather prolix, I ſhall enter on my ſtory 
ſoon be ſeen that the apprehenſions I enter-. 
_ tained relative to my ſituation at the theatre 
were realized; and that the greateſt error I 
had ever commined was the rejecting Mr. Gar- 
rick's offer. The next day I was informed that 


the: Lord- Mayor had permitted Mr. Sheridan 


to open the theatre; but he was not allowed to 
perſorm till his trial wich the ee Hm ood 
the riot was decided. 

IJ am now about to wade an i in 
my life, which relates to perſons who have made 
à very conſpicuous figure in the great world. 
As I was returning one day from rehearſal, at 
the bottom of Britain-Stréet, I heard the voice 
of diſtreſs. Yielding to an impulſe of humanity, 
J overleaped the bounds of good breeding, and 
entered the houſe from whence it proceeded. 


When I had done this, led by an irreſiſtible at- 


traction, I entered without ceremony the par- 
tour, the doorof which appeared to be guarded 


by perſons not at all ſuited to thoſe within. 1 
here found a woman of à molt elegant figure, 


ſurrounded by four beautiful girls, and a ſweet 
boy of about three years of age. After making 
the neceſſary apologies for my abrupt intruſion, 


I informed the lady, that as the lamentions of 


her litile family had reached my ears as I on 
| 5. 
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| by, I had taken the Hberty of a neigbbour-to 
Inquire if I could render her any ſervice, ” 
Mrs. Gunning, for that was the lady's name, 

aroſe immediately from her ſeat, x calli 

me by my name, thanked me for the offer 
of my aſſiſtance, complimenting me at the 
lame time, upon poſſeſſing ſuch humane ſen- 
ſations. She then informed me, that having 
lived beyond, their income, her huſband had 
been obliged to retire into the country, to 
avoid the diſagreeable conſequences that muſt 
enſue. That ſhe had been in hopes that her 
brother, Lord Mayo, liſtening to the diftates 
of fraternal affection, would not ſuffer a ſiſter 
and her family to be reduced to diſtreſs; but 
chat his Lordſhip remained inflexible to her 
repeated px rye The ill-looking men, I 
now found, had entered the houſe by virtue 
of an execution, and were preparing to turn 
her and her children out of doors. 
2 Upon this, Mrs. Gunning and myſelf went 
up ſtairs to conſult what was beſt to be done 
in in fo diſagreeable a predicament. We there 
determined that I ſhould return home, and 
ſend my man- ſervant, who was to wait under 
the window of the drawing-room, in the 
evening. and bring to my: houle every thing 
that could be thrown to him. It was further 
agreed, that as my mother and I had more 
room than we could coveniently occupy, the 
children and their ſervant ſhould remain with 
us, whilſt ſhe-went to her buſband to aſſiſt him 
in ſettling his affairs. The whole of "_ plan 
eing 
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being carried into execution, Mils Hacks, 
Mrs. Gunning's fiſter, a lady of exemplary 
piety, who had paſſed ber probatron in the 


— community of Channel-Row, ſent ſhortly after 


for the two youngeſt girls, and the two eldeft 
were permitted, to my great pleaſure, to re- 
main at our houſe. if 
ladies has ſince made ſo much noiſe in the 
world, and has been ſo recently imprinted on 
the memory of every rank, it will be unne- 
ceſſary here to give a deſcription of them. 


I ſhall, therefore, only obſerve, that the eldeſt, 


Maria, the late Counteſs of Coventry, was al 
lfe and ſpirits; and that Miſs Betty, the 
younger, now Dutcheſs of Argyll, &c. &c. 
with a longer train of nobletitles than perhaps 


reſerved and ſolid. 


Here let me ſtop to bebe a 5 


once more on the ſtrange viciſſitudes of this 
ſublunary ſtate! Innumerable are the in- 


ſtances to be found in hiſtory, and many 
happen within our own obſervation, of the 


riſe and fall of families. Some we ſee; whoſe 


honours and affluence appear to be founded 
on fo broad and permanent a baſis, that nei- 


ther time nor accident can affe& them; and 


yet in a few ſhort years, -undermined by un- 
boreſeen and unavoidable events, they diſ- 
ſolve away, and, like © the baſeleſs fabrick 
* of a viſion, leave not a wreck behind.” 


Nr others, | ons: _— ry” with 
8 _ diſtrebs ; - 


As the beauty of theſe 


ever woman-enjoyed before her, Was more 
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diſtreſs 75 apprehenſive of the approach 'of 
penurys and nearly a prey N deſpair, 
through incidents cath unaccountable and 
ſudden ; the darkſome clouds all cleared 
away, find themſelves exalted to a "tate of 
ſplendour, with the hopes of which the moſt 
1 ſallies of their imagination could 
not have flattered them. Permit me to detain 
you à moment longer, whilft I juſt add, by 
way of illuſtration, that the very firſt page of 
hiltory. preſents us with a memorable inſtance 
of the -inſtabitity of human happineſs in the 
fate of the firſt created pair. From the never- 
ceaſing and inexpreſſible joys of paradiſe, 
where every with Was anticipated, and plea- 
ſures; real and laſting, grew ſpontaneouſly, did 
our great ptogenitors find themſelves driven 
into à world of care, afflidion, and uncertainty, 
there to earn, by a life of labour and toil, a 
precarious ſubſiſtence. What a heart-rending 
| reverſe to this once happy pair. 
This ſeaſon Mr. Wos ed, an aftor of the 
firſt merit in comedy, came to Dublin, and 
joined our company. About the ſame time 
Mr. Foote arrived to give tea, as he termed his 
exhibition; which conſiſted of mimick 
wherein he imitated or took off the voice and 
manner of moſt of the performers in England 
and Ireland. I never could find out what 
analogy chere was between tea and the talent 
of mimictry. But as our modern Ariſtophanes 
: way” undoubtedly, a'man of learning, as well 
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in his adepting the appellation, though it lies 
beyond the reach of my weak intelledts. 
Mr, Sheridan being now u permitted again 
to tread the ſtage, ſome of the apprehenſions 
which had been the cauſe of my uneaſineſs 
began to be gealized. He played, as I had 
apprehended, the character of Antony. But, 
oh! chat a falling off was here! Inſtead of 
the ſilver : toned voice and bewitching figure of 
A Barry Vbich uſed to enchant the audience, | 
forwality and monotonous declamation pre- 
ſented itſelf. The difference was too conſpi- 
cuous to eſcape the obſervation of the public. 
And every one regretted the loſs of his great 
powers in the part of Ventidius, wherein, as 1 
have before obſerved, be was truly capital; 
as indeed he was in all ſententious charatters. 


Ta render, however, the piece as pleaſing as 


poſſible, a dance of gladiators was introduced, 

as an entertainment o the enamoured queen. 
Jo add to my diſtreſs. during my performing 
: the Part of Cleopatra „5 Mrs. Kenne dychappen- 
ing unfortunately to have a ragged tail to her 
Areſs, pulled upon the ſtage aſter her the half 
of a kettle drum. Alarmed at hearing ſo un- 
common a noiſe, I turneſi about, whillt in the 
{warmth of my inquiry after my much - loved 
hero, and ſeeing the droll circumſtance that 
occaſioned it, I could not refrain from burſt- 
ing into a loud fit of laughter, in which the 
audience joined me. Nor could 1 compoſe 
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my countenance till the al bad finiſhed my 
night's duty. 1 

As there was ſoon an i 3 in 
che receipts of the houſe from what they had 
been during the laſt ſeaſon, I was deſired by the 
manager to give orders to all the young ladies 
of my _ acquaintance. that would  condeſcend 
to accept of them. In conſequence of this 
deſire, ſcarcely a night paſſed on which 1 did 
not grant an introduction to ſeveral with whom 
I had formed an intimacy at Mrs. Kendall's 
alſembly, as well as my two lovely viſitants. 


Mr. Woodward being attacked by Foote in | 


his humourous exhibition, got up, in his de- 
fence, a piece, which he termed. © Tit. for 
Tat, or a Diſh of Chocolate.“ This was 
attended with ſuch ſueceſs, that his rival, being 
defeated at his own weapons, leſt the field to 
his opponent, and precipitately retired to the 
Haymarket- Theatre. When the beneſits com- 
menced, Mr. Woodward, excluſive of his 


agreement with the manager, received ten gui- 


neas a night from each performer, at whoſe 
benefit the piece juſt mentioned was atted. 
When I firk made my appearance at Co- 
vent: Garde: Theatre, this gentleman had ſoli- 
ited my hand. A refuſal being given, we 
were not, from that time, on the beſt terms. 
Reſentment, however, giving way to intereſt, 
he was very happy io have a tolerable actreſs 
perform with him. The Careleſs Huſband 


was revived. His Lord „ WAS, as 
. 1 _ uſual, 
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uſual, juſtly admited. Nor did I fail of ap- 
plauſe in Lady Betty Modiſh. I with I could 


ſay as much of the manager. He played the 


charadder of Sir Charles Eaſy ; but it would, I 


think, have been more a-propos, if the ſyllable 


un had been prefixed to the laſt word, and the 


bharonet's name had been Sir Charles Unealy ; 


ſo aukwardly did the part fit on the performer 


of it. The characters of this play were dreſſed, 
by direction of Mr. Sheridan, in the manu- 
factory of Ireland, which he judiciouſly 


thought, would increaſe at Once his a 
"00 receipts. | | 
The ſeaſon drawing to a concluſion, my 
mantle. at my requeſt, determined to return 
0 England. And this reſolution was accele- 
rated by the treaſurer of the theatre 'hringing 
in my account, with a charge of ſeventy-five 
pounds for orders. As it was at the expreſs deſire 


-of the manager, that thele orders were iſſued, 
I could by no means admit of ſuch an impo- 
ſition. A diſpute conſequently enſued between 


Mr. Sheridan and myſelf, when I abſolutely 
Tefaſed to play any more. Mr. Vitor the 


treaſurer, however, came to me the next day, 
with the balance of my account, offering to 
pay me the whole ſum, if I would enter into 


a freſh engagement. But the illiberal treat- 


ment I received upon this occaſion from the 


manager would have induced me to whithhold 


my conſent, had not the reaſons alleged added 


their weight to fix me in the performance of 
my reſolution. Before 
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Beſore my departure, I took leave of all my 
acquaintance. A painful taſk to a ſuſceptible 
mind! Mrs. O'Hara preſſed me to her boſom. 
with the moſt affectionate warmth; and we 
did not part without many tears. My dear and 
honoured patroneſs, together with her much- 
loved daughter, ſhewed the tendereſt concern 
at loſing me; and the pain I felt upon the oc- 
caſion was equal to their own. They, as well 
as my aunt, made me ſome conſiderable pre- 
ſents. The ſeparation from ſuch invaluable. 
friends, for ſuch they were in the ſtricteſt ſenſe 
of the word would not have been ſo pungent, 
had there been a probability of my ſeeing either 
my aunt or Mrs. Butler again. From the 
age and infirmities of the former it was not to 
be expetted. And the illneſs of the latter, 
though lingering, was pronounced to be fatal. 
One inducement for haſtening our departure 
was, that Lord Tyrawley was returned. from 
his embaſſy at Ruſſia, and was coming to Dublin 
to pay the laſt duties to his fiſter, Mrs. O'Hara, 
My mother ſeemed to regret nothing ſo much 
as leaving Mr. Crump; for whom, from the 
intimacy that had ſubſiſted between them, ſhe 
entertained great reſpe&. Upon our return, that 
gentleman adviſed her to lay out what money 
the had ſaved, which was no inconſiderable 
ſum, in Iriſh linens. This ſhe did, and found 
it turn out to advantage. | 
The friendſhip I had entertained for my two' 
lovely viſitors was now increaſed to the ten- 
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dereſt affedtion. If there was any difference, 
it was in favour of the elder, . whole diſpoſition 
more nearly reſembled my on; and from 
whom I felt it the moſt painful to part. This 
partiality created no little jealouſy-in the boſom 
of Miſs Butler, who claimed the firſt place in 
my heart, from the priority of our acquaint- 
ance. , And to an indifferent perſon, the letters 
I received from her, upon that occaſion, 
would appear to have been dictated by the 
green-eyed monſter himſelf. But that young 
lady was ſoon convinced of the permanence 

of my attachment to-her. And though I have 
not had the pleaſure of ſeeing her for many 
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19 COULD not leave a kingdom where I. 
had met with ſo. favourable a reception 
in public; where 1 had received ſo m 
civilities from perſons of the . higheſt rank ; 
and where I was honoured with the friendſhip 
of ſome. of the moſt amiable of my own ſex ; 
Without yielding to the whiſpers of gratitude, 
and returning back one tributary ſigh. But 
ſuch a variety of circumſtances having rendered 
a longer abode in Ireland difagreeable, I 
own it was not without great ſatisfation, that 
—1 found myſelf once more in England. 
Upon 
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Upon our arrival in London my mother 
wrote to Mr. Garrick, informing him of it. 
Happening to be in town, he immediately 


ſent to us, requeſting we would dine wich 


him that day. He had at that time apart- 
ments in King-Street, Covent- Garden, and 


we had hired lodgings in Southampton- 


Street. He received us with that cheerful- 
neſs and civility which conſtituted a part of 
his charatter. During our viſit we laughed 
over many incidents which. had happened 
whilſt we were together in Ireland; - pazti- 
cularly, the conſequential [preſent he had 
received from my dear friend Mrs. Butler. 
And he much regretted, that it was not in his 
power, from the preſent ſituation of his com- 
pany, to admit me into it:; Mrs. Cibber, Mrs. 
Clive, and Mrs. Pritchard, engroſſing all the 
principal characters. At parting he requeſted, 
that nothing might interrupt the harmony which 
then ſubſiſted between us. As I had not then 
heard of the declaration he had made, relative 
to his never engaging me upon any terms, 
as before mentioned, I promiled to continue 
on a friendly footing with him. 

I T inquired after my valued Hind Mr. Quin, 
and was informed that he was at Bath, 
which place he uſually retired during. the re- 


ceſs. As ſoon as Mr. Rich heard of our 


return, he ſent Mr. Bencraſt, a performer for 


whom he bad a particular friendſhip, : and 
who therefore reſided with him, to give us - 
L3. an 
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an invitation to pay him a viſit at Covley, 
where he then was. As I was very defirous 
to fee that ſweet ſpot, of the beauties of 
which I had heard fo much talk, I did not 
heſitate, for my own part, to become his 
gueſt; but was prevented, for the preſent, 
by an engagement of 'my mother's. 

This place, which was the ſummer reſidence 
of Mr. Rich, and to which he was making 
very conſiderable improvements, formerly be- 
longed to the well: known Mrs. Montford, now 
Mrs. Vanbruggen, wife to the promiſing attor 
of that name, who was unfortunately murdered 
as he was eſcorting the celebrated Mrs. Brace- 
girdle home from the theatre. On Mrs. 
Montford was the juſtly celebrated and well- 
known: ballad of Black-eyed Suſan written 
by Mr. Gay. Lord Berkeley's partiality for 
this! lady induced him to leave her at his 
deceaſe three hundred pounds a year, on 
condition. that ſhe never married. His 
Lordſhip likewiſe purchaſed Cowley for ber, 
and ſhe beſides received from bim, at times, 
very conſiderable ſums. After this ſhe fell 
in love with that very capital ator Mr. Booth, 
but the defire of retaining her annuity Be 
vented her from being joined-in the bands of 
wedlock with the lover whom ſhe preferred 
to numbers that were candidates for her fa- 
vour. This conſideration obſtructing, the 
union could not take place, and Mr. Booth 
Joon: found another mate. 5 


M ſs, 
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Mrs. Vanbruggen had contracted an inti- 
macy with Miſs Santlow, a lady celebrated as 
a dancer, and eſteemed a tolerable aftrels. 
She was the declared favourite of Secretary 
Craggs, through whole liberality ſhe became 
poſleſſed of a fortune ſufficient to enable her 
to live independent of the ſtage. What Mrs. 
Montford could not effect, Miſs Santlow did. 
Mr. Booth, transferring his attention from the 
former to the latter, ſoon obtained poſſeſſion 
both of her perlon and fortune. Mrs. Montford 
no ſooner heard of the perfidy of her lover, 
and the ingratitude of her friend, than ſhe 
gave way to a deſperation that deprived her 
of her ſenſes. In this fituation ſhe was brought 
from Cowley to London, that the belt advice 
might be procured for her. . 
As during the moſt. violent paroxyſms of 
her diſorder. ſhe was not outrageous, and now 
and then a ray of reaſon beamed through the 
cloud that overſhadowed her intelleas, ſhe 
was notplaced under any rigorous confinement, 
but ſuffered to go about the houle. One- 
day, during a lucid interval, ſhe aſked her at- 
tendant what. play was to be performed that 
evening? and was told, that it was Hamlet. 
In this piece, whilſt ſne had been on the ſtage, 
ſhe had always met with great applauſe in the 
character of Ophelia. The recolleQion ſtruek 
her; and with that cunning which is uſually 
allied to infinity, ſhe found means to elude, 
the care of her ſervants, and got to the theatre; 
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where eoneealing herſelf till the ſcene in which 
Ophelia was to make her appearance in her 
inſane ſtate, ſhe puſhed on the ſtage before her 
rival, who played the character that night, and 
exhibited a far more perfect repreſentation 
of madneſs than the utmoſt exertions of mi- 
mie art could do. She was, in ruth, Ophelia 
herſelf, to the amazement of the performers, 
as well as of 'the audience. Nature' having 
made this laſt effort, her vital powers failed 
her. On her going off, ſhe prophetically ex- 
claimed, „It is all over!“ And, indeed, that 
Was ooh the caſe, for as ſnie was conveying 
home (to make ule of the concluding lines of 
another ſweet ballad of Gay's, wherein her 
fate is ſo truly deſcribed) '** She, hke a lily 
_ * drooping, then bowed her head, and died. 
1 heard the foregoing incident related by, 
Colley. Cibbet, at Lord Tyrawley's, during 
our reſidence at Buſhy, to which reſidence het 
frequently came. 852 I have not repeated it 
in a manner that pleaſes me. My language 
will not reach my conceptions, nor my con- 
ceptions my ſenſibility.— Oh for the pen of 
Sterne to retouch it! — But it cannot be 
I muſt therefore be content to jogg on in nf the 
aaa line 1 have hitherto done. N a1 


»T be * Wet Colley Cibber Has Alen no not ice 
ol ſo;remarkable a eircumſtance in his“ Apology,” 
*. be owing, to his, friendſhip for Mr Booth, who 
was alive when 12 wioſe it. = 
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241 ada not add, that ſuch a moving catal- 
trophe -muſt naturally affect a mind ſo ſuſcepti- 
ble of the tender paſſions as mine, and make me 
with to fee the reſidence of the fair Unfortunate, 
whenever an opportunity offered. My mother, 
however, having another engagement upon her 
hands, I was obliged to ſuppreſs my Oy 
till the latter end of the ſummer. 


A nephew of her's, a Mr. Crawford um al at 


torney, had lately married the widow Silveſs 
ter, who was poſſeſſed of a very large fortune. 
From him ſhe received a preſſing invitation to 
paſs ſome time with them at Watford, in Hert- 
fordſhire. As this was near the abode of my 
dear Miſs St. Leger, who reſided with her 


uncle, Lord Doneraile, at the Grove, near 


Caſhioberry-Park, the ſeat of the Earl of Eſſex, 
I more readily agreed to attend my mother, 


and poſtpone the acceptance of Mr. Rich's 


invitation. 
It will here be neceſſary to give a deſeri ption 


of my couſin Crawford, as I ſhall too often 


have occaſion to introduce him in the ſubſe» 
quent pages. He was a ſhort fat man, as to his 


ſtature, with a tolerable good face. So much 


for his perſon. As to his mind, it was not more 
correſpondent to the rules of beauty, He was 
endowed with great cunning, vainly fond of 
being eſteemed a wit, and proiuſe to a degree. 


His mother was that ſtep-fiſter of my mother, 


who, as I have before related, lived with Mrs. 
Godfrey, and through the muniſicence of that 
15 Ep lady 
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lady had accumulated a conſiderable fortune. 
This induced Mr. Crawford, an eminent attor- 
ney in partnerſhip with Mr. Greenhill, of the 
Temple, to ſolicit her hand in marriage, which 
ſhe gave him. It was not long, however, 
before ſhe was left a widow with this ſon, 
about three years of age, and a very conſi- 
derable addition to. her fortune. 
All her happineſs now centered in her 
ſoff. She carried her fondneſs for him to 
the greateſt extreme. He was never contra- 
dicted in the moſt unreaſonable of his de- 
mands, and conſequently was ſpoiled. When 
he arrived at a proper age, he was indentured 
to his late father's partner, Mr. * Greenhill, 
on condition that at the expiration, of his 
clerkſhip he was to tranſact, on his own ac- 
count, all the common law buſineſs. To 
this he of courle ſucceeded, and whether 
from the wretches he aſſociated with durin 
his practice, or from the principles inſtilled 
into him by nature, I will not pretend to ſay ; 
but, under a ſpecious appearance of good 
nature and honeſty, he poſſeſſed all the chi- 
canery of Jonathan Wild. His cara ſpoſa, 
whom he had married for her fortune, not- 
withſtanding he had a very conſiderable one 
of his own, was old enough to be his mo- 
ther. Nature had not been very liberal to 
her, either in the charms of her perſon or 
mind. And even what lutle underſtanding 
ſhe was bleſſed with was totally clouded by 


a ſtu- 
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a ſtupefattion, ariſing. from I will not fay 
what. Whateyer it was, her huſband took. 
care that it ſhould not fail of a ſupply, to 
prevent certain remonſtrances, uſually termed 
curtain leftures, which were the conſequence 
of his own frailties. ä 
With perſons of this caſt, to be obliged to 
aſſociate for {ix weeks or two months, agree- 
able to a promiſe made by my mother, you. 
may be aſſure d was not a little mortifying to 
your humble ſervant. And it would have 
been much more ſo, had it not been for the 
frequent viſits I made to the Grove, and the 
walks I took in the delightful. park belonging 
to the Earl of Eſſex, which lay contiguous to 


my coulin's houſe. To Miſs St. Leger was I 


likewiſe" indebted. for another ſource of com- 
fort and amuſement, who lent me boaks from 
Lord Doneraile's library. 


Mr. Crawford's table was well ſerved; to 


which, as he kept a pack of fox-hounds, and a 


good ſtud of hunters for the uſe of himſelf and 


friends, there was uſually no want of coun- 
try gentlemen who delighted in that ſport: 
From things being thus ſituated, it is not to 
be ſuppoſed that, with my taſte for reading; 


and other kind. of company, I ſtaid much at 


home; eſpecially as it was ſoon rendered 
more diſagreeable by the addition of a fon 
and heir to this worthy family, who came t9 
inherit his father's virlues, and his mother's 
great qualifications. The attention of my good 
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parent being totally engaged by her amiable 
niece, and the new relation ſhe had juſt pre- 
ſented her with; her nephew took n op- | 
portnnity to ſet out - for London, to regale 
himſelf with his friends the eri en 

ang ladies of W virtue. 

One day, as I fat reading Drydems Virgil, 
on a bench in Lord Effex's park, an old gen- 
tleman came and ſeated himſelf by me. 
Aſter ſitting a little while, he aſked me the 
ſubject of my. ſtudies? Upon my telling 
him, he ſeemed to be ſurpriſed that a viel | 
of my age ſhould: have either taſte or erudi- 
tion enough to underſtand works of that 
kind. Piqued at this ſuppoſition, I under- 
took to vindicate my ſex from the wafit of 
knowledge in literature generally imputed 
to them. I told him there would not be the 
leaſt room for ſuch à reflection, did not the 
lords of the creation take care that we ſhould 
not eclipſe: them in this reſpect. The old 
gentleman then faid, © As that is your 
opinion, I ſuppoſe you would have a fee. 
'* male parliament,” To which I replied, 
1 do not know that the preſent is much 
i better, for 'I do not hear of any thing 
* that is done among them, but ſcolding like 
old women.” | 

This threw my new companion into a“ 
violent fit of aber, from which when he 
was recovercd, he was pleaſed to ſay, © that 
i ever he ſhould have a daughter, he 
1 F * hoped 
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« [hoped it was _ fuch a one as me. 


Then pulling out his watch he continued, 
J am ſorry to leave you, Miſs, but I 


go to dinner, which I do not think-1: hall | 
like, as the relation I am come to ſee is 


gone to London; and the good woman in 
* the ſtraw.” Concluding from theſe cirs 
cumſtances that the old gentleman was come 


to ſee my couſin, I informed him that I was 


upon a Viſit at the ſame houſe; and as it was 


near three o clock, I got up, when he Gig, to 
return home. 


As we walked along together, lis aſked 
me ſome queſtions relative to the character 


and circumſtances of Mr. Crawford. I can» 
| Gidly imparted to him my ſentiments on 

the ſubjet; and though I was then unac- 
quainted with my relation's ' want of princi- 


ple, I could obſerve that the character I gave 


him did not ſeem to make a very favourable 
impreſſion on my companion. juſt as we 


arrived at the door, he deſired I would in- 


form Mrs. Crawford, that Mr. Sykes would be 


glad to wiſh her joy of her ſon. On hearing 


the name of Sykes, I could nothave been more 
terrified had his brother-in-law, Captain Bel- 
lamy, my mother's huſband, unſhrouded him- 
ſelf, and ſtood before me. I was juſt compo- 
ſed enough to ſtammer out, © I will, Sir ;” and 

then I haſtily entered the houſe. 
Having informed Mrs. Crawford of the 
Name or her viſitor, as * had requeſted, I 
ran 
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ran to acquaint my mother with it alſo. ; who 
was as. much alarmed. as myſelf. But as it 
bad dropped in the courſe of converſation 
that he, was to return 10 London, upon ſome 
very particular bulineſs, the next morning, we 
thought it molt prudent for her not to appear 
during that day. And this was no injudicious 
determination ; as I found the old gentleman 
did not ſeem to have the moſt ſavourable opi- 
nion of our ſex, and if provoked, as he pro- 
bably might have been with her, would not 
have ſtopped ſhort of brutality. Had there- 
fore my mother fallen in his way, he might 
have revenged, in too rough a manner, her 
impoſition on his - brother-in-law, Captain 
Bellamy. : X \ 

As it was now too late to expect the maſter 
of the family home that day, I endeavoured 
to entertain my companion as well as I could 
during the evening.. I could. not help thinking 
that he ſeemed to eye me at times with a glance 
of pity and ſuſpicion. The ſequel will verily 
the obſervation of Shakſpere, That the thief 
, ſuſpeQs each. buſh an officer.” He however, 
upon 9 whole, appeared: to be pleaſed with 
my company, and when we ſeparated paid me 
many compliments; and that with a plain. fin- 
cerity, which greatly flattered me. He ſet off 
early in the morning. But in. the evening, 


wen he made his bow (to uſe a theatrical 


expreſſion) he left me a token of his ein 
| oha lence, 
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opulence; and liberality, for the little gentle- 
man who had juſt entered upon the ſtage of life, 
with a deſire that I would ſtand godmother. 

I fear this narrative part of my hiſtory will 
not prove very entertaining to you; but as 
many other circumſtances, yet to be related, 

are dependent upon it, I find it neceſlary to 


inſert theſe. I will, however, cut it as ſhort 
as poſſible. 


G. A. B. 


© 
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W H EN my fat couſin returned, he 
brought with him a train of jolly 
companions — hunt the next day. As ſoon 
as I fell in his way, he accoſted me with 
ſaying, Well, Miſs! I have blown you. 
pe old codger was very inquiſitive, when 
„] met him; yet, notwithſtanding, he likes 
* you. But — Here 1 ſtopped him, as I 
was apprehenſive of a ſtroke of what he 
termed wit, at the expence of my mother. 
She luckily was not preſent, or moſt certainly 
ſhe would not bave kept within the bounds of 
good manners, had her nephew popped out 
what was upon his tongue. In a ſhort time 

he reſumed the converſation ; telling me he 


3 was 
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was ſorry that old Square- toes was obliged, by 
the failure of a houſe at Antwerp, to go out of 


town immediately; otherwiſe, who knows,” 
ſaid he, but that by the help of your tongue 
and my cellar, we may have taken him in!“ 
A bluſh threw its crimſon” veil over my 
face as he ſaid this. Upon obſerving which, 


he recollette& himfelf and thus continued: 
* Nay, don't bluſh, I only meant that we 


* would have tried to get him o make a will 
e in your favour.” I dwell the longer on this 


converſation; which F © 


will furniſh you with ſome inſight into the 
character of my upright couſin, and prepare 
your mind. for an event which happened 
ſome years after. Though I had taken a 


diſlike to my relation as a man, yet he might 
be, for ought I know, what is uſually deno- 
minated a good attorney The meaning of 
which I take to be, that he kept within the 
limits of the law, and was as honeſt as his 
profeſſion would allow him to be. As this 
does not require any great delicacy of fenti- 
ment, and I conſider people as accountable 

for no more than they know, I contented my- 


telf with deſpiſing him in ſilence. : 

I never wiſh to caſt undue refleftions on 
any profeſſion,” but it ſeems to be the general 
opinion, that there are, comparatively, very 
e men of real integrity in that branch of the 
law. Tbe axiom That what every one 


give verbatim, as it 
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«ſays: mult be true,” is founded on reaſow 
and experience. I have been convinced of 
the truth of it, in this point, to my colt. 
Whether this propenſity to diſhoneſty ariſes: 
from the opportunities which ſo frequently 
preſent - themſelves in the practice of the 
law, and. tempt the profeſſors to avail them- 
ſelves of them; or whether a turn of mind 
to take advantage both of friend and foe, 
of client as well as opponent, be imbibed 
by the very ſtudy of it, I will not pretend to- 
determine. But ſo it is; to the forrow and 
eold-bf:millichs:;_ i „ „ ee 
As I much wiſhed to be at Mr. Rich's, 
where I ffiould have the pleaſure of the 
company of my former intimates, his daugh- 
ters; company far more agreeable to me 
than what + now enjoyed 3 I prevailed on my ; 
mother. to ſhorten her vin. At length the 
withed-for day artixed. Mr. Rich {ent his 
carriage, and we ſoon ſound ourſelves at 
Cowley. © Here we were received with the 
greateſt cordiality. by the maſter of the fa- 
mily, and with unfeigned joy by the younger 
part of it; but with formality: and reſerve by 
the miſtreſs of the houſe. This lady hav- 
ing been converted to Methodiſm, now 
thought of nothing but praying and accu- 
mulating wealth for herſelf and her ſpouſe. 
For thoſe good. people ſeldom neglect 
that grand concern, however they may 
n : cenſure 


To 
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cenſure ſuch worldly wiſdom in the uneon- 
Upon the death of his firſt wife Mr. Rich 
had married this lady. Her name before 


that event took place was Mrs. Stevens. She 


had formerly been bar-maid at Bret's Coffee- 
Houſe, was afterwards an actreſs, but had been 
ſeveral years his houſekeeper. She was at 
that time in a very mediocre ſituation in the 
theatre, She had been the intimate friend 
of Miſs Naſſau, who ſucceeded Miſs Fenton, 
afterwards Dutcheſs of Bolton, in Gay's Polly 
Peachum. By her advice, as I have been 
informed; Miſs Naſſau put herſelf under the 


protedion of the late earl of Orford, ſon of 
the famed Sir Robert Walpole, By the fur- 


ther management of Mrs. Rich, a' match was: 


brought about between a brother of her's, 


whoſe name was Wilford, and a faſter of that 
lady's. This was inſuring Mr. Wilford a for- 
tune, as Lord Orford was at that time Auditor 
of the + Exchequer, and had numberleſs 
places in his gift. Mr. Wilford was accord- 
ingly provided for; and was upon a .vilit 


with his wife, at Cowley, when we arrived 


OO 0 OO TO ROT ORR NT | 
+ We likewiſe found: there Mrs. Ward from 
the theatre at Edinburgh, whom Mr. Rich 


bad engaged for the enſuing ſeaſon. She 


was accompanied by a frightful being, to 
whom the gave the title of huſband. = 


ES lic i: 
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lady had one of the moſt beautiful faces 1 
ever beheld. But her figure was vulgar to a 
degree. By the ſtoop and magnitude of her 
ſhoulders, it might be imagined that ſhe had 
formerly carried milk-pails. Her beauty 
would have been much more conſpicuous in 
that line, or with a chain and knife faſtened 
to her apron-ſtring, than in the character of 
a queen or young princeſs. Yet, notwith- 
ſtanding this diſſimilitude of appearance, 
and being pregnant into the bargain, it 
was determined that ſhe ſhould debute in 
Cordelia, the youngeſt daughter of King 
Lear. 35 
In converſation with Mr. Rich upon an 
engagement vith me, my mother informed 
him of the terms offered me by Mr. Garrick, 
through Mr. Delany, the ſeaſon before laſt ; 
and as he made no objedction to the falary, 
ſhe concluded that his intention was to give 
me the ſame ſum. When we returned to 
town the manager informed me that he in- 
tended Mrs. Ward ſhould make her appear- 
ance as ſoon as poſſible, her pregnancy ren- 
dering ſuch a ſtep neceſſary; and that he 
conſidered me as a happy corpſe de reſerve. 
Mrs. Wollington, highly offended. at her 
quondom admirer, Mr. Garrick's chuſing ra- 
ther to appear with Mrs. Pritchard than with 
her, had engaged herſelf with Mr. Rich; and 
was to open the campaign with her capital 


part, 
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part, that of Sir Harry Wildair.— Theatrical 
revolutions. are as frequent, and owe their 
riſe to the ſame principles, as thoſe in the 
political world. —Pique, reſentment, ambition, 
or intereſt, which ever motive happens to 
preponderate, brings them about. And the 
arrangement laſts in both as Ig as conve- 
nience knits. | | | 
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SHAKSPERE's WORKS, 


Printed complete fron the Text i 


SAMUEL FOHNSON and GEORGE ST REVENS. 


HIS Work is intended to ſupercede the necef- 
ity for any other Edition whatever, as it will 
be calculated to gratify every claſs of Readers. — The 
Publiſher intends that it ſhall not only be the = 
perfect and beautiful Wark that Britain ever 3 
but alſo, he cheapet; he humbly hopes for public 
Patronage, in e er rtion to the merits of the under- 
p 


taking, and he reſpectfully ſolicits Particular attention 
to the following circumſtances. 


The Plan is to print each Play, f "ey and entire, 
from the laſt reviſions of Dr. SAMUEL JOHNSON, 
and GEORGE STEEVENS, Eſq.' &c. with their Cha- 


radters of the Play, and the Oe if the Fable, as an 
introductory Preface to- each TR. 


The Plays to be printed by Meſſrs Fs and 
CoucHMaAN, on Hoo f of paper ; the beſt of which 


will be ſuperfine writing-fpoft quality, on a new Bourgeois 
Letter, caſt and delicately dreſſed on purpoſe. Em- 


belliſhments for this ſort will conſiſt of a characteriſtic 
Print, repreſenting à ſpirited likeneſs of ſome favour- 


ite Performer, beſides an original Vignette Scene Print, 
deſigned and engraved by the moſt eminent Artiſts in 
London and Paris. The Plays thus embelliſhed and 
executed, will be ſold at one ſhilling and fixpence each. 


The inferior ſort will be on common printing 
paper, and be enriched with the characteriſtic Print 
only ;- containing, nevertheleſs, the ſame Letter-Preſs, 
and printed on the ſame 'T'ype—this copy will be 
ſold at the uſual price, even of the meaneſt Editions, 
via, Srxpence each Pla g. 
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The Prefaces, Advertiſements, Introductory Matter, 
and the Notes of every Commentator, who have pre- 
tended to zHufirate SHAKSPERE, will be compriſed, 
and digeſted into one clear point of view, with re- 
ferences to the Text of each Piece.—Theſe Lucu- 


brations will be printed alſo periodically each num- 


ber to contain the Notes Variorum, and other neceſ- 
fary information on two, at leaſt, of SHAKSPERE'S 
Px ays—each number of theſe Notes will be em- 


belliſhed with an ORIGINAL PorTRAIT of the 
 Auther, or ſome of our moſt admired Commentators, © 


1 


to be ſold at the ſame prices of the Plays — any ſingle 
Play, or Commentary, may be had ſeparate.— This 
Work will be printed for J. BELL, at the Britiſb- 


Library, in the Strand. —A Lift of Subſcribers will 


be inſerted in the laſt Play; and the bejt Impreſſions 
of the Work ſhall be delivered to original Subſcribers ; 
which, from the Brilliancy and Beautifulneſs of the 
Impreſſions, will in a few months after their publi- 


cation, riſe far above their firſt coſt. 


General Titles will be printed—by which the Work 
may be arranged and bound, when completed, in 
Volumes, or ſingle Plays, with, or without the Com- 
mentaries, agreeable to the will of the Subſcriber. 


Reaſons 


E 1 
Reaſons for Printing this WORK, and 
Dbſervations on it, Propriety. 


In the firſt Place, The Publiſher is ambitious of 
producing a Work which may attract Me admiration 
of all Europe, in hopes of deriving a proportionate 
ſhare of reputation and advantage to himſelf; he, 
therefore, 25 on our immortal Dramatic Bard. 

| 


Secondly, A polite and well-informed claſs of Read. 
ers having declared it as their opinion, that SHaKx- 
SPERE had been elucidated into 9b/curity, ſuggeſted 
firſt the deſign of printing. his Plays, entire, cleared 
from the incumbrance . interruption of Notes. — 
The text of Dr. JonnsoN, and Mr. STEEVENS, is 
conſequently preferred, which, as Mr. MaATLOxE 

obſerves, ſeems now, indeed, finally ſettled, by a dili- 
gent collation of all the old copies hitherto diſcovered, © 
and the judicious reſtoration of ancient readings.— 
The rejection of all Notes, from the Page of the Text, 
is even approved by Dr. JoansoN himſelf, who ſays, 
that “ The reader is ſeldom pleaſed to find his opi- 
nion anticipated—it is natural to delight more in 

1% what we find, or make, than in what we receive. 
« —ſJudgment, like other faculties, is improved b 
practice, and its advancement is hindered by ſub- 
+ miſſion to dictatorial deciſions.” | 


In order to obviate every poſſible objection, and 
to accommodate this Edition to the taſte of every 
reader the Prefaces, Introductions, Advertiſements— 
the hiftorical and literary information of every Editor 
of SHAKSPERE, of which there have not been leſs 
than eight, as well as the Notes and critical Illuſtra- 
tions of every Commentatar, of which there are up- 
wards of thirty—will be printed in a d:/tin&?, compact, 
and clear print of view, referring tamiliarly from 


Text 
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0 Notes, and from Commentaries to Text, 


by the mode of — that, in fact, this Edi- 
5 


tion will compriſe the labours of eight Epiroxs, and 
che elucidations of, at leaſt, thirty e 


˙˙˙˙·˙ Ither. will be cc. and 
magnificent. The Public have much to expect from 


© © the ſyperior talents of Mr. LOUTHERBOURG—his 


having long lived in- habits of intimacy with Mr. 
GARRICKy his familiarity with the ftage, and dra- 


matic added to the RENOWN. he has acquired 
— line of his profeſſion, e to ſoar n 


higher on. the preſent occaſion. 


The Engravings of Mr. BaxT0L0271 are ſecure 
of praiſe and admiration in every part of the world; 
and the reſt hall be as near his ſtandard of merit, as 
the 888 of England and France can produce.” | 


Such is the defi ef en, and the Publiſher confidently 
Tone” that the execution of it will - tranſcend his 
feeble deſcription. —He is aware of having many 
impediments oppoſed to its circulation; through the 


uſual channels of the trade; he foreſees a hoſt of 
:foes, and the powerful opponents with whom he 


muſt, in conſequence, have to combat—but, ſhielded 
as he is by a firm reſolution, and the ſpirit of his 


Cauſe, he will boldly meet his adverſaries, and vindi- | 
<ate his claim to pu lic protection. 
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